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English 197 D, SQ ‘08

Essay #1

In the “Preface to Lyrical Ballads,”  Wordsworth explains that his purpose in the poems is to trace “truly though not ostentatiously the primary laws of our nature.” To best accomplish that end, he says, he has chosen “incidents and situations from common life” and has related them using “a selection of the real language of men in a state of vivid sensation.” Such subjects and means of imitation, Wordsworth claims, will allow him to articulate and communicate valuable truths about the human condition. Wordsworth also offers a very strong recommendation for the power of imitation in “Lines Composed A Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey,”  where once again we find claimed for it the power to inform and improve our moral lives 

Your task in this essay is to explore fully Wordsworth’s treatment of imitation in the poem and to show how it connects with the principles Wordsworth lays claim to in the “Preface.” In doing so, you will need to use the close reading skills you have been developing and be sure to support your claims with apt quotations from the texts. 
You should feel free (though not required) to go further, drawing connections between what you find Wordsworth saying about imitation and what you have read in Plato and Aristotle. (If you chose to do so, be careful not to lose track of your paper’s primary purpose.)
Approximate length: 4-5 pages, double-spaced, 1” margins, Times New Roman.

Drafts due: Monday, April 14
Peer critiques: Wednesday, April 16
Conferences: Thursday, April 17—Tuesday, April 22
Final revisions due: Wednesday, April 23
