McNamara

English 197 

1. Identify 5 passages between pages 38 and 53 where Delano sees something odd, unusual, in need of explanation. In each case, say how he explains it and what seems to lead him to explain it as he does—benevolence, rose-colored glasses, unexamined  prejudices? 
2. Trace Delano’s train of thought from the time that Cereno and Babo withdraw to talk on page 53 to the time on page 59 when his tranquility of thought is restored. 

What signs does Delano see? How would you read the signs? How does he interpret them? What are his suspicions? Are they the right ones? How does he relieve himself of them? What does this say about him—his benevolence, his perspicacity, his preconceptions? 

3. What do you make of Delano’s offer to buy Babo from Cereno? 
4. Characterize Delano’s train of thought with regard to the sailor “tarring the strap of a large block” (60) and the “old Barcelona tar” (60). In each case, what does he see, say, and how does he reason it through? What does he miss, and why?
5. Characterize Delano’s response to the “slumbering negress” (62).  What does it tell us about his preconceptions, values, etc.?

For Monday:

Write a 2 page account of the scene with the knot-maker, beginning roughly 1/3 of the way down page 65 and ending in the middle of 66. What is the importance of this scene at this point in the novella? 

