McNamara

English 197 with English 202

If you have been thinking about the writing assignment for Benito Cereno, you know that it has considerable scope—to say what is and isn’t clarified in the course of the novella requires that you think through those questions raised at the end of the assignment and more. It’s also possible—and acceptable—to focus your paper somewhat more narrowly. These narrower questions can be asked within the larger context laid out by the assignment. If you’re inclined to go in this direction, here’s a partial list of suggestions:
· Focus on Delano. What exactly is clarified for him? Does he come to understand the roots of his misreading of the situation on the San Dominick? What still escapes him? Why does this matter in the 
· Focus on Cereno. What does he mean when he answers Delano’s question, “what has cast such a shadow upon you,” by saying “the negro”? Why is “the negro” so devastating for him? What do you make of his response—retiring to a monastery? 
· Offer a close reading of the last three paragraphs of the novella in which you show what kind of closure it brings to the novella.

· What does the novella have to say about reading? Are there general claims it makes about reading and misreading? Are all readings misreadings? Or are its claims highly contextualized? What place does power have in determining what is clear and what isn’t?
· We might say that the novella focuses on reading by creating a version of the “play within a play”—the show the slaves and crew of the Dan Dominick put on for Delano. A thread of theatrical metaphors in the novella point to this. Trace that thread, discussing its significance.
· The majority of the novella reflects Delano’s point of view; the ten pages or so of  testimony at the end represents Cereno’s. Babo’s is, arguably, missing. We know that he directs the play that is performed for Delano’s benefit, a play intended to convince Delano that it is not a play at all. We see Babo playing his role in that play to the hilt, a role he first played, by his own account, as a slave in Africa. Once he’s captured, he falls silent. Discuss the importance of this in the novella.
