Robin Chapman Stacey



Office Hours Monday, 1-2:30

Autumn quarter, 2003




106 Smith Hall (mezzanine level)

rcstacey@u.washington.edu


      http://faculty.washington.edu/rcstacey

EARLY MIDDLE AGES

HSTAM 331
Week One

M
Sept. 29
A thousand years without a bath

T
Sept. 30
The grandeur that was Rome

W 
Oct.    1
Early Christianity:  the philosopher-rabbi

Th
Oct.    2
DISCUSSION:




The Bible (Revised Standard Version recommended, and is 




 
on OUGL reserve):  “Acts of the Apostles,” “Letter of Paul 





to the Romans,” “First Corinthians,” and “Philemon”




Edward Peters, Europe and the Middle Ages (4th Edition):  





pp. 1-66 (University Bookstore)

F
Oct.  3

Early Christianity:  the spreading of the word

Week Two

M 
Oct. 6

The city of God

T
Oct. 7

The “fall” of Rome

W
Oct. 8

Barbarians and Romans

Th
Oct. 9

DISCUSSION:



Gregory of Tours, The History of the Franks, book 2.  (Note:  we





are using the Penguin edition, which is available at the





University Bookstore and is on reserve in OUGL.  The





edition by Brehaut is incomplete, and should not be used.




Peters, Europe and the Middle Ages, pp. 67-123.

F
Oct 10

The “barbarians” on their own terms (slide lecture)

Week Three

M
Oct. 13

Byzantium, heir to Rome

T
Oct. 14

Monasticism and the Papacy

FIRST PAPER DUE IN CLASS TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14

W
Oct. 15

Britain’s lost centuries

Th
Oct. 16

DISCUSSION:



Beowulf, translation by E. Talbot Donaldson (the poem only:  





University Bookstore and OUGL Reserve)




“The Destruction of Da Derga’s Hostel,” in the Internet Medieval 

Sourcebook:  http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1100derga.html



Peters, Europe and the Middle Ages, pp. 124-166

F
Oct. 17

Excavation:  Sutton Hoo (slide lecture)

Week Four

M
Oct. 20

The isle of saints and scholars

T
Oct. 21

“Scarcely a vice”:  the early Franks

W
Oct. 22

Women in the “Dark Ages”

Th
Oct. 23

DISCUSSION:




Gregory of Tours, History of the Franks (note that these are





sections, not pages):  




Book III:      
1, 6-7, 14-15, 18, 34




Book IV:      
2-3, 6-7, 11-12, 14-15, 21-22, 24, 42, 46-51




Book V:       
Pref., 2-3, 5, 14, 17-18, 28, 34, 44, 48-49




Book VI:      
2-3, 15, 22, 26-27, 31-32, 34-35, 45-46




Book VII:     
4-9, 14-15, 21-22, 26-38




Book VIII:    
1-5




Book IX:       
19-20, 27, 30, 34-35




Book X:        
7-8, 10, 15-17, 27, 31

F
Oct. 24

NO CLASS SESSION
Week Five

M 
Oct. 27

“Pisse not upon their ashes”:  England in the age of Bede

T
Oct. 28

The faces of paganism

W
Oct. 29

“Their ploughs do not run straight”:  missionary Christianity

Th
Oct. 30

DISCUSSION:




Bede, History of the English Church and People (Univ. Bkstore





and OUGL Reserve).  Note that the following are sections,




not pages:




Book I:
23, 25-27




Book II:
1-2, 9-15




Book III:
1-6, 8-9, 11, 14-19, 21-29




Book IV:
1-5, 9-14, 17-19, 21, 23-24




Book V:
9, 15, 19-23, pages 336-338

F
Oct. 31

The evolution of kingship

Week Six

M
Nov. 3

“Stuffed with rhetoric and void of sense”:  Visigothic Spain

T
Nov. 4

Carolingian life and rule

W
Nov. 5

“A sot and a Scot”:  The Carolingian Reniassance (please read





the short and fun xerox selections handed out for 





today’s class session)

Th
Nov. 6

DISCUSSION:




“Einhard’s Life of Charlemagne,” in Two Lives of Charlemagne 





(Univ. Bkstore)




Peters, Europe and the Middle Ages, pp. 166-82

F
Nov. 7

MIDTERM EXAM
Week Seven

M
Nov. 10
The garden of Islam

 T
Nov. 11
NO CLASS SESSION:  VETERANS’ DAY HOLIDAY



W
Nov. 12
The Pirenne thesis

Th
Nov. 13
The Carolingian collapse

F
Nov. 14
DISCUSSION:




Katherine Drew, The Burgundian Code (the code only:  Univ. 





Bkstore/OUGL Reserve)




 “General Capitulary of the Missi;” “Capitulary for Saxony;”

“Capitulary of 802;” “Capitulary De Villis;” “Polyptyque de Villeneuve-St.Georges;” “Asnapium;” “Edict 

of Pistes;” in the Internet Medieval Sourcebook:

         http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook1h.html#Charlemagne




Peters, Europe and the Middle Ages, pp. 183-98

Week Eight

M
Nov. 17
“A kiss upon the foot”:  the Vikings in Europe

T
Nov. 18
The legacy of Carolingian kingship

W
Nov. 19
Pornocracy and reform in the tenth-century church

Th
Nov. 20
DISCUSSION:




Alfred the Great, pp. 11-13, 67-194 (Univ. Bkstore/OUGL)

F
Nov. 21
Excavation:  Viking York (slide lecture)

Week Nine

M 
Nov. 24
Economic expansion in the tenth century

T
Nov. 25
DISCUSSION:




Meisel, The Rule of St. Benedict (rule only:  Univ. Bkstore/





OUGL)




Peters, Europe and the Middle Ages, pp. 199-216

W-
Nov. 26-

F
Nov. 28
NO CLASS:  THANKSGIVING DAY HOLIDAY
Week Ten

M
Dec. 1

The rise of the Ottonians

SECOND PAPER DUE MONDAY, DECEMBER 1ST IN CLASS

T
Dec. 2

Ottonian life and society

W
Dec. 3

FILM:  “A Visit to the Sepulcher” (please read the short script 





handed out in class for today’s class session)

Th
Dec. 4

DISCUSSION:




Dhuoda, Handbook for William (Univ. Bkstore)




Hrosvitha, “To Gerberg,” and “Dulcitius,” in the Internet





Medieval Sourcebook:
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/roswitha-toc.html

F
Dec. 5

The final years of the Anglo-Saxon State

Week Eleven

M
Dec. 8

“Swaggering chieftains with greasy moustaches”

T
Dec. 9

DISCUSSION:




Selected documents from the early middle ages (xerox handed out

in class)

W
Dec. 10
REVIEW SESSION FOR FINAL EXAM

FINAL EXAMINATION:  TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16TH, 8:30-10:20 

Please note that all due-dates are final unless an extension has been pre-arranged with me.  Papers late without authorization will be docked .2 per day late; weekends count as one day.  ALL WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS (TWO PAPERS AND TWO EXAMS) MUST BE COMPLETED IN ORDER TO PASS THE CLASS.  I do not anticipate that cases of academic dishonesty will arise.  However, if they do, I will turn over the materials in question to the University Committee on Academic Conduct for further action.

Grades will be calculated according to the following percentages:

Midterm:
15%

First paper:
15%

Participation:
20%

Final Exam:
25%

Final Paper:  
25%

Students who wish their final exam mailed to them should provide me with a stamped, self-addressed envelope by the day of the final.  Students may also collect their exams directly from me during winter quarter.  

HSTAM 331

PAPER NUMBER ONE

Texts:  “Letter to Agricola,” and “Letter to Ecdicius,” both to be found in the Internet Medieval Sourcebook:  

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/sidonius2.html

The texts with which you will be working for this paper are two letter excerpts written by Sidonius Apollinaris (430-479), a civilized and cultured Roman Catholic Christian from a wealthy senatorial family.  After a distinguished career in various governmental positions, he eventually became a bishop; in this capacity, he continued to involve himself in the political and social transformations taking place around him.  His letters regarding Romans and Germans constitute valuable records of the manner in which a man who thought of himself and his friends as “Roman” perceived the changes taking place in the Empire in the fifth century.  

In these letters, Sidonius describes two people:  the Romanized Visigothic King Theodoric (who is not the same as the Ostrogothic King Theodoric discussed in your textbook) and a barbarized Roman leader named Seronatus.  What I would like you to do in your paper (3-4 pages) is to exercise both your historical imagination and your analytical skills.  Specifically, I want you to ask yourselves what these excerpts tell us about relations between “barbarians” and Romans in this era, and hence about the “fall of Rome.”  Like all history papers, your essay must be phrased as an argument:  your views on what you read may differ from those of other students in the class, and it is therefore important to articulate your interpretation of these texts clearly and to support your argument with evidence drawn from the document itself.  It is also essential to consider the manner in which Sidonius’ own prejudices, point of view and audience color his portrayal of these two figures.

No outside research apart from your textbook reading is required or even desirable:  the main point of this exercise to focus specifically on the document itself.

Your arguments should be phrased in concise, clear prose.  There is no need for formal footnotes in a short paper of this kind; when you refer to precise passages in the text, simply indicate the relevant page number in parentheses.




HSTAM 331

PAPER NUMBER TWO

The most important skills for students of history to acquire in their classwork are 1) the ability to engage in a close and detailed reading of a primary source or sources; 2) the ability to integrate these primary sources with secondary scholarship on these same texts; and 3) the ability to advance one’s own interpretation of these sources in clear and concise prose.  This assignment aims to help you acquire or hone those skills.

Choose one of the topics on the list below.  If you prefer, you may come up with a topic of your own, but in that case please check it out with me first.  Write a 5-7 page paper on one of these questions, making sure that you articulate and support your argument clearly.  Your paper should draw not only on the source or sources in question, but also on at least one secondary book or article relevant to your topic.  Finding such a secondary text may involve you in some bibliographical work, so don’t forget to leave time for that.  


HSTAM 331

SUGGESTED PAPER TOPICS
1.  How does Bede differ from Gregory of Tours as a writer of history?

2.  Compare the Irish Rule of St. Columban (available from me as a xerox) with the Rule of St. Benedict.

3.  How important was literacy to medieval government?  (Make use of both lives of Charlemagne in the text you have for class, as well as the documents in Loyn and Percival, The Reign of Charlemagne and online in the Internet Medieval Sourcebook.)

4.  From your reading of Caesar’s Conquest of Gaul and Tacitus’s Agricola and Germania, how would you say Rome changed the barbarian cultures with which it came in contact?

5.  What do Eddius’s Life of Wilfrid and Bede’s Life of Cuthbert (both in Webb, The Age of Bede) tell you about the relationship between royal and religious power? 

You could also tackle this question through the sources translated by Fouracre and Gerberding in Late Merovingian Gaul.

6.  According to Augustine in The City of God, are human beings predestined by God to salvation or damnation?

Another topic from the same source:  how important is it according to Augustine that the state be Christian?

7.  How important was the Papacy to the Anglo-Saxon missionaries in Germany?  Sources on this:  Emerton, Letters of St. Boniface and Life of St. Boniface, Eddius’s Life of Wilfrid, and C.H. Talbot, The Anglo-Saxon Missionaries in Germany.

8.  Basing your answer on the vernacular literature extant from Anglo-Saxon England, discuss the role played by gifts and gift-giving in early medieval society.

9.  How powerful were the Lombard kings?   Base your answer on Paul the Deacon’s History of the Lombards; and Drew, The Lombard Laws.

10.  What were early medieval law codes for?  Base your answer on one of the following translated codes:  Drew, The Burgundian Code, The Lombard Laws; R. J. Rivers, The Laws of the Salian Franks and The Laws of the Alamans and Bavarians; Robertson on The Laws of the kings of England from Edmund to Henry I.

11.  Was the Carolingian emperor as powerful in practice as he was in theory?  Use the same bibliography as above in paper topic 3.

12.  Using the translated saints’ lives from Sainted Women of the Dark Ages, ed. McNamara, construct a paradigm of early medieval female sanctity.

Another topic might be to take some early medieval male lives and look to see differences.

13.  What does Dhuoda’s Handbook for William tell you about noble life in the ninth century?  How specifically gendered are her concerns?

14.  The Visigothic Code has been translated by Scott.  There are a number of good toics for this source:  the treatment of Jews and minorities, the relationship between the king and law, the continuity with Roman law, etc..

15.  Discuss the role of women in early Irish or medieval Norse literature.  For Ireland, see tales in Cross and Slover, Ancient Irish Tales, and Kinsell’s The Tain.  For Norse, see Jenny Jochen’s book on this subject with accompanying bibliography.




HSTAM 331
STUDY GUIDE

(Midterm)

wergild






410

gift-giving






Stilicho

feud







Galla Placidia

Synod of Whitby





abbas, “father”

Boniface






St. Anthony

Byzantium






Pope Leo I

Clovis







Pope Gregory the Great

Paganism






les rois fainéants
Syncretism






Heptarchy

Justinian






morning gift, morgengabe

Sacral kingship





proprietary church

Exile







peregrination
Arthur







Iona

Theodoric the Ostrogoth




Gregory of Tours

Augustine of Hippo





double monasteries

Austrasia






Neustria

Federati






Benedict’s Rule

Brunhild






City of God

Hilda of Whitby





Fredegund

Partible inheritance





Bede

Stirps regia






Sutton Hoo

Augustine of Canterbury




Arianism

Apostle Paul






monasticism

Papacy







fall of Rome

Romanitas






polis
Mosaic Law






Council of Jerusalem

Creed







telos

Catholic






orthodoxy

Polytheism






Constantine

Kingship






Visigoths

Bishops






Merovingians




HSTAM 331

STUDY GUIDE

(Final exam)

Aachen






Carolingian Renaissance

Danegeld






capitulary

Alfred of Wessex





Charlemagne

Donation of Constatine




Christian Empire

Louis the Pious





Henry the Fowler

Ottos I, II, and III





feudalism

Rome







William the Conqueror

Bayeux Tapestry





Pornocracy

Libertas ecclesiae





Abbasid caliphate (750-1258)

Manor







Umayyads (661-750)

Councils of Toledo





vassal

Theocracy






800 CE

Edgar







burh

Battle of the Lech (955)




soft frontier

Anointing






Pirenne thesis

Louis the German





Charles the Bald

Daenlaw






fealty

Money fief






Vikings

Mayors of the Palace





stem-duchies

Carolingian kingship





missi
Renovatio moneta





Cluny

Benefice






Capetians

Immunities






serfs

Battle of Hastings, 1066




Qur’an

Milites Christi






ministerium

Prince’s Mirror (Furstenspiegel)



castellans

Commendation





homage

Viking York 






primogeniture

