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HIGH MIDDLE AGES

HSTAM 332


The period 1000-1300 is generally considered the high point of the medieval era in western Europe.  This was the age of cathedrals, of scholasticism, chivalry and castles—and the period in which the great nation states of western Europe first took shape.  Many of the modern world’s great universities were founded in this era; philosophers like Thomas Aquinas and Bonaventura built upon the learning of the ancient world to construct theological systems of immense complexity.  However, despite the magnitude of such achievements, this was also a period of hardship, war and poverty, an age that witnessed manifestations of social and religious intolerance on a scale not previously known in the western European realms.  In this course, we will look at all aspects of this particular era of the middle ages, exploring not only the “good” and the “bad,” but the manner in which “good” and “bad” were related to one another, even fed off one another, in the period under examination.    


A good imagination is one of the historian’s most valuable tools, and another of the priorities of this class is to afford you the opportunity to hone your skills of imaginative analysis by working with primary sources in a variety of venues.  (Primary sources are sources written at or near the time of the events they describe.)  Students will be asked to read and discuss one or more primary texts every week.  Participation as demonstrated by consistent attendance at lectures and active involvement class discussion is highly valued in this class, a fact that is reflected in the high percentage assigned to this component in the calculation of the final grade.  In addition to our in-class consideration of the primary materials, two primary source-based papers are required:  the first an exercise designed to put your reading and argumentative skills to work in deciphering two short accounts of the same event; and the second a short research paper that requires you to integrate your own interpretation of a given text with that of a professional historian who has written on the subject.  


The textbook for this class is Edward Peters, Europe and the Middle Ages.  There are currently two editions for sale in bookstores real and virtual across the country.   We are using the fourth edition in this course, which I’ve also asked be placed on OUGL Reserve.  
Schedule of class meetings:  HSTAM 332

(Winter, 2004)

Week One

M
Jan.  5

Europe in the Year 1000

T
Jan.  6

The sacred and the temporal in the early middle ages

W
Jan.  7

Papal reform and the rupture of the consensus

Th
Jan   8

No class—prepare discussion reading

F 
Jan.  9

DISCUSSION:




Tierney, Crisis of Church and State:  pp. 1-95






(Univ. Bookstore and OUGL Reserve)

Peters, Europe and the Middle Ages:  pp. 217-76  

Week Two

M 
Jan   12

The aftermath of reform

T
Jan   13

Nobility and the Christian life

W
Jan   14

The popular response to papal reform

Th
Jan   15

DISCUSSION:




Guibert of Nogent, Self and Society in Medieval 

France (Univ. Bkstore and OUGL):




  
 
Book I:  Chapters 1, 3-5, 7-8, 11-15, 18-

19, 23, 26




   

Book II:  Chapters 1-3, 5




  
 
Book III:  All

F
Jan 16

MOVIE:  “Early English Drama”

Week Three

M
Jan 19

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY – NO CLASS
T
Jan 20

The consolidation of royal authority in England, 1066-

1154

W
Jan 21

The lion in winter:  the reign of Henry II

3-4 PAGE SOURCE PAPER DUE IN CLASS ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21

Th
Jan 22

The rebuilding of France, 987-1180

F
Jan 23

DISCUSSION:





Galbert Of Bruges, The Murder of Charles the Good 






(Univ. Bkstore and OUGL): Chapters 1-67, 72-

85

Week Four
M
Jan 26

The Mediterranean World

T
Jan 27

Barbarossa and the rise of papal authority

W
Jan 28

The twelfth-century Renaissance

Th
Jan 29

DISCUSSION:




The Letters of Heloise and Abelard, edited by Betty






Radice (Univ. Bkstore and OUGL):  pp. 57-182, 

275-88

F
Jan 30

NO CLASS  --  “Lion in Winter” movie TBA

Week Five

M 
Feb  2


Popular piety in twelfth-century Europe

T
Feb  3


MOVIE:  “The Great Thaw”

W
Feb  4


The world of courtly love

Th
Feb  5


DISCUSSION:




Andreas Capellanus, The Art of Courtly Love 






(Univ. Bkstore and OUGL):  pp. 28-211

F
Feb 6


MIDTERM EXAM
Week Six

M 
Feb 9


The origins of intolerance

T
Feb 10

Innocent III and the medieval papacy

W
Feb 11

Popes and emperors

Th 
Feb 12

DISCUSSION:




Villehardouin, “The Conquest of Constantinople” in 

Shaw,
Chronicles of the Crusades (Univ. Bkstore and OUGL):  pp. 29-160.





Peters, Europe and the Middle Ages, pp. 277-308.

F
Feb 13

MOVIE:  “The Crucible of Europe”

Week Seven

M
Feb 16

NO CLASS – PRESIDENTS’ DAY
T
Feb 17

Heresy, crusade, and inquisition

W
Feb 18

The rise of the universities

Th
Feb 19

The urban mind

F 
Feb 20

DISCUSSION:





Bonaventura, The Mind’s Road to God, trans. Boas






(Univ. Bkstore and OUGL)





Peters, Europe and the Middle Ages:  pp. 308-54

Week Eight

M
Feb 23

Economy and society in the thirteenth century

T
Feb 24

Slide lecture:  Medieval women at work

W
Feb 25

The expression and suppression of female piety

Th
Feb 26

DISCUSSION:




The Romance of the Rose, ed. Frances Horgan (Univ. 

Bkstore): pp. 3-61, 111-245, 300-335.  NOTE:  if you are using the Dahlberg edition instead of Horgan’s, read pp. 311-88, 138-269, and 321-354.

F
Feb 27

Slide lecture:  Hildegard of Bingen

5-7 PAGE PRIMARY SOURCE PAPER DUE IN CLASS FRIDAY, FEB. 27TH
Week Nine

M
Mar  1 

Magna Carta and the loss of Normandy

T
Mar  2 

The origins of parliament

W
Mar  3 

France under Philip Augustus and Louis IX

Th
Mar  4


DISCUSSION:




Joinville, “The Life of St. Louis,” in Shaw, Chronicles 

of the Crusades:  pp.  163-353

F
Mar  5


MOVIE:    David Macaulay’s “Cathedral”

Week Ten

M
Mar  8


The papacy and the territorial monarchies (please




    

Read Tierney, Crisis of Church and State, pp. 

159-210 for this class session)

T
Mar  9


Images of Piety in the High middle ages

W
Mar 10

DISCUSSION:  

Selected Documents (to be handed out in class)

Th
Mar 11

Medieval and modern (summary lecture)

F
Mar 12

Review session for the final exam

FINAL EXAM:   WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17, 8:30-10:20

Please note that all due-dates are final unless an extension has been pre-arranged with me in advance.  Papers late without authorization will be docked .2 per day late; weekends count as one day.  ALL WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS (BOTH PAPERS AND BOTH EXAMS) MUST BE COMPLETED IN ORDER TO PASS THE CLASS.

Grades will be calculated according to the following percentages:

Midterm:  15%




Class participation:  15%

First paper:  20%




Final paper:  25%

Final Exam:  25%

Students who wish their final exam mailed to them must provide me with a stamped, self-addressed envelope by the day of the final.  Students may also collect their exams directly from me during the first two weeks of winter quarter.

I do not anticipate that cases of academic dishonesty will arise.  However, if they do, the materials in question will be turned over to the University Committee on Academic Conduct for further action.



HSTAM 332

PAPER ASSIGNMENT #1
(Winter, 2004)

There are many accounts of Pope Urban’s call for crusade at the Council of Clermont in 1095.  Two particularly important versions are those of Fulcher of Chartres and of Balderic of Dol.  Fulcher’s Chronicle was not completed until 1127 or 1128, but he was present at the Council of Clermont and also participated in the First Crusade.  Balderic of Dol’s version also dates to the early 12th century, although his main source appears to have been a textual one:  the Gesta Francorum, written c. 1100.  Both accounts can be found online in the Medieval Internet Sourcebook, at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/urban2-5 vers.html.  

In 4-5 pages of tight, compact prose, tell me what you as an historian can learn from these two accounts of Urban’s call to Crusade.  What do these excerpts tell you about the sentiments to which Urban hoped to appeal?  About Urban’s own motives in summoning the Council?  About the manner in which persons of this period conceptualized “crusade”?

The purpose of this paper is to help you learn to exercise your historical imagination and articulate an historical argument in a clear and concise form.  Remember that every history paper is an argument:  not everyone will agree with your interpretation of these sources, nor with how you read the two of them together.  You need to be as clear and forceful as possible in articulating and substantiating your particular point of view.  In other words, your assignment is not merely to describe what these sources say, but to analyze them as sources, taking into account the motives and agenda of the authors (to the extent you can deduce them) as well as of Urban himself.

Apart from the assigned reading in the textbook, no outside reading is required (or even desired) for this assignment.




HSTAM 332
PAPER ASSIGNMENT #2

Your first paper assignment asked you to analyze a short excerpt from two primary sources.  This second assignment is designed to get you to extend those historiographical skills to longer and more complex texts, and to combine your primary source reading with some consideration also of the secondary literature on your topic.

The assignment is to write a 5-7 pages paper on a topic of your choice.  You may choose a topic from the suggested paper topics list, or pick one of your own.  If you do the latter, please clear your topic with me in advance before you begin your research.

Your paper must be grounded in and based upon a primary source or sources.  This may be a text we have read for class; in this case, however, I would expect you normally to read the entire text, and not merely those sections assigned for class.  In addition, you must also locate and consult one secondary article or book in your research, making reference to it in your paper.  This paper is NOT a book report—e.g. a paper that summarizes material found in secondary sources.  It is your interpretation of a document or documents, your answer to the historical question(s) your paper raises.  You must find a source or sources that interest you, identify a particular historical question or problem that you wish to explore, and construct and substantiate your own response.  

Many students will find books on their source or topics very easily through the library catalog.  Others may wish to consult the International Medieval Bibliography (located in the reference section of Suzzallo) for references to helpful articles and books.  An introduction by an editor of the text with which you are working is NOT adequate to fill the requirements of this assignment.  

