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Summary. Prophylaxis of contacts of infectious cases such as household members and treatment of infectious
cases are methods to prevent spread of infectious diseases. We develop a method based on maximum likelihood
to estimate the efficacy of such interventions and the transmission probabilities. We consider both the design
with prospective follow-up of close contact groups and the design with ascertainment of close contact groups by
an index case as well as randomization by groups and by individuals. We compare the designs using simulations.
We estimate the efficacy of the influenza antiviral agent oseltamivir in reducing susceptibility and infectiousness
in two case-ascertained household trials.
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Table 1. Two randomized multi-center trials conducted in North America and Europe in winter
seasons for evaluating the efficacy of oseltamivir, an influenza antiviral agent.����� ���	� ����� ���	���
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Fig. 1. Time sequence of the earliest and latest potential infection days and the illness onset day for an index case
as determined by the minimum and maximum duration of the latent period. Members other than the index case in
the household must have escaped infection up to day

��� M . If infected after day
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Table 2. Empirical cumulative distributions of the latent period and the infectious period
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3. Simulation study
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Table 3. Comparison of MLEs by randomization schemes and household follow-up schemes.
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4. Data analysis
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Table 4. Maximum likelihood estimates by age (1-17 vs
18+) for pooled oseltamivir trials conducted in 1998-1999
and 2000-2001, North America and Europe.� � .E9[I�7�7�6 + >:. � ,�%
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Table 5. Assessing goodness-of-fit of the likelihood
model

�
for pooled oseltamivir trials conducted in 1998-

1999 and 2000-2001, North America and Europe.� � 7�� � ,�. �(� B V 7� ���  $�� ,�- =K�  $:� G .E $�� ,�-
�  �  � =  � 7�,(% 2 $:��# 7 � � � %8�7�7@,(%:7E].E7 � � � %8�7�7*,(%:7�].R7
� ���(1�) � �
� � ; �5� � �
; � J 1 < 1 1 0
) � ) ; ) � ;
J 15� U J � 0 ���
U 0 ;(; ; ;
< 0 ;(J J )
1 ����)�� � � 0
0 � �(1�) � < � 1
� � 1�0�) � J � <
c � � .E9 � 7E7�6 + >:. � ,�%F,�- � b 	 
 a
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5. Discussion
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