Historical Context—After Bengal Partition and Morely-Minto reforms (review)

· Stereotypes of the emerging middle class—the Bengali Woman, the Memsahib

· Self-image of the new middle class—the Bengali “Bhadralok” or “Respectable People”

· Sir Rabindra Nath Tagore and Shantiniketan

New Nationalist formations:

· The Congress Party founded in 1885—moderate, devoted to liberal, constitutional reform

· Other forms of Nationalism--

· The All India Muslim League, founded 1906, The Hindu Mahasabha in 1915

· Radicals and the Partition of Bengal 1905

Morely Minto Reforms, 1909—Promise of new measures, actual impact

· Creation of Separate Electorates

· Restrictions on electors and candidates

· Continued effectiveness of Radical Nationalists—“Lal, Bal, and Pal”—use of social and economic boycotts increases

· How does Gandhi connect w/these major social and political changes?

Who is Gandhi?
· Birth, early childhood in Gujrat, Oct 2, 1869

· Education in England, 1888-1891—exposure to Vegetarianis, Theosophy, etc

· Career in South Africa, 1893-1914—the Boer War, Apartheid
The Politics of Mass-Mobilization
Gandhi was the first Indian Nationlist leader to emerge in the post-war period who actually had a national vision.  His engagement with grass-roots politics gave him access to different nationalist groups all over India—peasants, factory workers, industrialists, moderates, extremists.

· His vision of satyagraha offered a way of passive resistance that could be undertaken by any politically-minded person, provided a basic level of organization and mass-support. 

· Broad appeal of methods, tactical use of resources
· Outreach/membership-- massive publicity campaign was organized through vernacular newspapers, pamphlets, rallies, boycotts, strikes, and speeches.  

· All through the 1920s, such moves made it abundantly clear that a national coalition in favor of swaraj had emerged.  Congress and Gandhi were now emerging as powerful, populist spokesmen of a National cause—leaders who could not be silenced, or ignored.

· The effects of WWI in particular aided Gandhi’s project—Why? 

· Government promises

· Impact of depression during time of increased taxes
Gandhian Methods
· Tax boycott by peasants 1915-1918

· Swadeshi or “Buy Indian.”—boosting the image of Indian factory workers/capitalists—promotion of khadi
· The first mass campaign and the Chauri Chaura incident—a lesson in means and ends

· The Khilafat campaign 1919-1920
Political schisms and the emergence of new voices
· Important political developments and stresses in Congress’s influence

· The alienation of  Bose, Jinnah, and Ambedkar

· Difficulty of maintaining unity with diverse groups within Congress.

· Futility of the “Round Table Conferences”

Government of India Act of 1935
Issues related to the Poona Pact of 1932

1935 Act as a blueprint for future governments

Problems created by act in terms of candidates and campaigns for future parties

Assessing Gandhian Politics and the Congress Strategy
