Research and Development

VA Puget Sound Health Care System

Seattle, WA

Training for Visitors, Contractors and Service Representatives in R&D Labs

Our Research and Development (R&D) Policy and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) license requires that you receive instruction and training prior to visiting or beginning work within the VA R&D laboratories. Certain laboratories contain solutions or equipment which are used in conjunction with routine laboratory experiments involving the use of hazardous and radioactive material. The laboratories, containers and equipment are labeled or posted with symbols: the international radiation symbol (magenta and yellow trefoil or three bladed "propeller" and the words "Caution. Radioactive Material") and/or the Biohazard symbol (bright orange on black background and the words "Biohazard"). All laboratories potentially use and contain hazardous chemicals. These areas and equipment do not pose a health hazard as long as safety procedures are observed. 

The following procedures must be followed when entering or working in R&D lab areas:

1. 
Do not touch or lean on any bench tops, containers or equipment in the lab unless assured by staff that they are non-hazardous.

2. 
Do not work with, move, disassemble or remove any equipment unless previously cleared by the Radiation Safety Officer (RSO), the Biosafety Officer, R&D Safety Officer or laboratory staff.

3. 
Do not disassemble plumbing under sinks posted with the radioactive materials sign.

4. 
Do not eat, drink, chew gum, smoke, apply makeup or wear sandals in lab areas.

5. 
If you are uncertain regarding precautions to be observed, ask a lab staff member or the Safety Officer(s).


All of the above areas are posted with emergency phone numbers in case problems arise. Please summon help if you suspect a problem. The health hazards associated with the hazardous materials used or stored in the labs are frequently not immediately apparent. For this reason, it is important to strictly obey these rules. Remember: if you are not sure of which procedure to follow, please ask.

By signing this document I acknowledge that I have been provided chemical, biohazard and radiation safety training to comply with R&D Safety policy and with 10 CFR 19.12 (NRC Policy).

_______________________________________________________________

Visitor Name and Name of Company or Affiliation (please print)

_______________________________________________________________

Visitor Signature 





 Date

_______________________________________________________________

R&D Employee Signature
Return forms to Corinne Gajdusek, PhD, R&D Safety Officer, S-151                  February 3, 2016

