Development and the Environment
SMA 530
Autumn Quarter 2010
TTH, 10:30- 11:50, MAR 168

Credit Hours: 3

Instructor: Nives DolSak

Office Hours: Thursdays, 12:00 — 1:00 PM and by appointment
Office: MAR 231

nives@uw.edu

Course Description

This course examines two concepts that are intertwined and often perceived as constraining one
another, economic development and the natural environment. Economic development is a key
component of a society’s survival and progress. Governments are judged in terms of their success in
encouraging economic growth. Yet, economic growth can lead to resource overuse and pollution.
Sustainable development, growth management, sustainable yield, sustainable practices, local and
organic food production, corporate social responsibility, and other approaches have been devised to
harmonize growth and sustainability. Under what conditions such approaches emerge? What factors
influence their effectiveness? How do they relate to other societal goals such as democracy and
equity? These are the key issues addressed in this course.

| use aseminar approach. | expect students to read the assigned readings prior to the class and come
prepared to engage in an energetic discussion to identify core issues, engage in theoretical debates,
examine policy options, and suggest policy solutions. Students will reflect on the assigned readings in
weekly memos. They will also develop a proposal for an empirical research project.

Student Learning Goals and Objectives

1. Development of knowledge of key institutions fostering sustainable development, key policy
actors, policy process, and policy design;

Development of analytical thinking skills and engagement with theoretical arguments;
Improvement of integrative thinking, linking natural science with social sciences;
Improvement of oral and written communication skills;

Development and design of an empirical research project proposal.
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Class assignments and Grading

1. Six memos, addressing all readings assigned for the class session (700-900 words), each 10
points. Please post memos electronically using the Blackboard’s “Digital Dropbox” by 5:00 PM
the day prior to the class session for which the readings are assigned;

2. Empirical research project plan (a 5 minute oral presentation), 10 points. Please sign up to
present your plans on one of the available dates using the Blackboard Discussion forum. You



can sign up for presentation on any of these days, conditional upon space availability at the
time you sign up, by replying to my message in the Discussion Forum.
3. Empirical research project proposal, 40 points.
a. Definition of the research question/policy problem (1-2 pages)
Literature review (4-5 pages)
Variable conceptualization and operationalization (1-2 pages)
Proposed data sources/collection method (1-2 pages)
Proposed data analysis methodology (1-2 pages). Due on Dec. 9*" 5:00 PM. Please post
your proposal via Blackboard “Digital Dropbox”.
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Required Readings

Required journal articles, book chapters, and reports can be accessed via the electronic reserves at
UW Libraries: http://catalog.lib.washington.edu/search/r

Readings for this course can be found by searching under my last name (Dolsak). To access the UW
Libraries electronic reserve readings, you will need a UW NETID.

Most journal articles can also be electronically accessed through the journal page. Reports can be
accessed directly at the homepages of organizations that have published them. Required readings are
alphabetically listed at the end of the syllabus.

Online Course Communication and File Exchange

| will use Blackboard site to post my announcements, share course documents with you, post grades,
receive your assignments, and e-mail you. To be able to access the Blackboard site for this course
(http://bb.uwb.edu), you will first have to enroll in this class on the UWB blackboard site. The
guidelines on how to enroll in a Blackboard site are appended at the end of this syllabus. Please also
read the note about Blackboard e-mails in the same Appendix. If you have any problems accessing
Blackboard site, contact the UWB Help desk at IT@uwb.edu or at 425-352-3456.

To post your assignments, please use the Digital Dropbox function in the “Tools” section of the
Blackboard. Make sure you that you use the “SEND” option when submitting a document to me. The
option “ADD” only adds the document to your own Digital Dropbox where | cannot access it.

Late Assignment Policy

I will not be accepting late assignments. This class builds on seminar discussions. Therefore, the
readings have to be completed prior to coming to the class and memos have to be submitted as
scheduled. However, there are more than 15 class sessions for which you can write a memo. As you
have to write only 6 memos, this provides for sufficient flexibility should you have difficulties in
submitting a memo for any given class.

Should you have a medical condition that prevents you from submitting the empirical research
proposal on time, please e-mail me and attach a copy of a doctor’s note. | will then be able to assign
you an “Incomplete” grade that will be changed when you submit the proposal.


http://catalog.lib.washington.edu/search/r
http://bb.bothell.washington.edu/

Weekly Schedule

Class Topic Readings Assignment Due
Th The right to develop Sen (Introduction, Ch. 1)
9/30 Theories of development Hardin
Tu Gwartney et. al
10/05 Granato et al.
Th Environment and Development Smil
10/07 | - Resource needs Kuetting
- Environment asinput UNEP, Ch. 1
- Environment as pollution sink
Tu - Sustainability York et al.
10/12 Grossman and Krueger
Lubin and Esty
Th Institutions OlsonCh. 1, 2, 10
10/14 - Property
Tu - Markets North Ch. 12, 13 Research Plan
10/19 - Takings Presentation
(please sign up)
Th The commons Ostrom (two chapters) Research Plan
10/21 Presentation
(please sign up)
Tu Acheson and Brewer Research Plan
10/26 Presentation
(please sign up)
Th Business and the Natural Porter and Linde Research Plan
10/28 | Environment Walley and Whitehead | Presentation
(please sign up)
Tu Reynolds
11/02 lles
Th Interational Environmental Policy: de Soysa & Neumayer
11/04 | Trade and the Natural Environment Cao and Prakash
Tu Barkin
11/09 Neumayer
Th NO UW Classes; Veterans Day
11/11
Tu The U.S. Environmental Policy Findley and Farber
11/16 Kubasek Ch. 3
Grossman
Th Portney
11/18 Mote et al.
Burger et al.
Tu Environment as a commodity Tietenberg
11/23 - Allocation and enforcement Cole
- ERC and cap-and-trade Dolsak




Th NO UW Classes; Thanksgiving
11/25
Tu Environment as a commodity Pinkerton and Edwards
11/30 - ITQs Bess
Eythorsson
Th Information based regulation Marshall and Brown
12/02 Kolk
Gulbrandsen
Tu Voluntary codes Bartley
12/07 Kollman and Prakash
Th Dashwood NO memos.
12/09 Fafaliou et al. Empirical Research
Proposal Due on
12/09, 5:00 PM!
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Blackboard Course Sites: Enrolling and Receiving e-mail

Instructions for students who have not used Blackboard before and are
enrolling as a new Blackboard user:

(Note: enrolling in a Blackboard course is a completely separate activity from student
registration or the MyUW account)

1. Go to Blackboard at http://bb.uwb.edu.

2. Click onthe Create Account button

3. Fill in only the information with the red asterisk. We recommend that your user ID be the same as
your UW NetlID. Click on the Submit button at the bottom of the page and then click on OK.

4. Click onthe Courses tab. To find your course, type the course title (Development and the
Environment) in the Course Search box. Scroll down the page to get to the title of your course.

5. Click onthe Enroll button on the right side of your course. Click on the Submit button at the
bottom of the screenand then on OK.

Instructions for students who have used Blackboard before and already
have an account:

1. Go to Blackboard at http://bb.uwb.edu

2. Click onthe Login button and put in the same login and password you had previously. If you don’t
remember your password, you can click on the Forgot your password? link to have your
password emailed to you.

3. Click onthe Courses Tab. To find your course, type the course ID in the Course Search box.
Scroll down the page to get to the title of your course.

4. Click onthe Enroll button on the right side of your course. Click on the Submit button at the
bottom of the screen and then on OK.

Macintosh users - Blackboard 6 Note: Those using an Apple computer with OS 9 or older will not have access to the
Virtual Classroom (chat), though the text-only chat called Lightweight chat is available for your use. To use the lightweight
chat feature, you will need to download the patch at http://docs.info.apple.com/article.html?artnum=120209. Macintosh
computers using OS 10.2 can use the Virtual Classroom.

PC users - Blackboard 6 Note: A java patch will be automatically installed the first time you access the Virtual Classroom.

E-mails from Blackboard:

Email systems (i.e. Hotmail, Yahoo, Comcast, etc.) may label Blackboard mail as junk, and send it to
your junk or bulk mail folders. If this happens, you WILL HAVE TO designate that emails sent
through Blackboard not go into your junk folders. For instance in Yahoo, if you find an email an
instructor in the Bulk folder, you need to open the email and press the “Not Spam” button, and future
emails will go into the regular inbox.

The best way for you to be sure you are getting all of your Blackboard email is to avoid forwarding
your u.washington.edu mail. If you have difficulties with the above email issues, please contact the I T

help desk at IT@uwb.edu or 425-352-3456.
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