Readings and Role Assignments for
“Town-Meeting” on Common School Reform, October 21, 2009
(And for Paper Due October 28, 2009)

Our goal for this class session is to understand the issues of common school reform from multiple perspectives.  In order to achieve this, each of you will be assigned the role of a specific historical actor represented somewhere in our readings.  Come to class prepared to speak to the issue of common school reform from the perspective of that historical actor.  This means:  first, becoming familiar with the arguments of reformers; and second, thinking deeply about the position and perspective of the person whose role you’ve been assigned.  Class on the 21st will take the form of a “town-meeting” among these actors.

Also for the following class session you are assigned to write a paper on common school reform from the perspective of your assigned historical actor (due October 28).  Given the position of the historical actor to which you’ve been assigned, was common school reform justified?  Why or why not?  Which of the reformers’ arguments are most compelling?  Which are most problematic?  Remember that the best arguments take into account objections from opposing sides.

Below are the roles to which you will be assigned.  In most cases direct references to these people exist in your readings.  In some cases you must extrapolate from the material provided in Kaestle, Pillars of the Republic and MacDonald Latino Education.  Actually, in all cases you will need to extrapolate from more than one source to develop your role.  

School Reformers 
1. Albino Perez—promoter of reform for New Mexico (Superintendents' Reports)

2. Horace Mann--promoter of reform in Massachusetts (Superintendents' Reports)
Teachers 
3.  Melissa Rankin—white Protestant teacher in Brownsville, Texas (Rankin, “Memoir”)

4.  Cynthia Bishop—white Protestant teacher in Indiana (Pioneer Teachers' Letters)

5.  Nathan Condol—African American missionary teacher (Letter of N. Condol and...)

6.  Martha Rogers---white Protestant teacher in Indiana (Pioneer Teachers’ Letters) 

7.  Lord Sterling—Older male teacher in rural town of Lima, NY (Lima Documents)

8.  Nancy Smith—Young female teacher in rural town of Lima, NY (Lima Documents)
Political and Religious Leaders

9.  Benjamin Labaree, President of Middlebury College (Essays on Immigration)

10.  Catholic tax-payer and petitioner from Detroit (Religion and Education)

11.  Thomas Skidmore, leader of the NY Workingmen's Party (Kaestle, Pillars, p. 144)

12.  Bishop Samuel McCorsky, Protestant Minister (Religion and Education)

Rural Petitioners, Taxpayers, and Parents 
13.  Jose de las Piedras—community leader, Nacogdoches Texas (Latino Education, 2)

14.  Andres Gonzalez—petitioner, Nacogdoches Texas (Latino Education, 2)

15.  Ynes Santeleon—petitioner, Nacogdoches Texas (Latino Education, 2)

16.  Alvah Beman—clerk and long-time officer of rural school district (Lima documents)

17.  Widow Church—Parent of children in Lima school; no estate (Lima Documents)

18.  William Gray—Parent of daughters in district summer school (Lima documents)

Urban Petitioners, Taxpayers and Parents

19. Benjamin Roberts—African-American printer in Boston who sued the Boston School Committee, 1850 (Northern Jim Crow; also see Kaestle, pp. 177-8)

20. Thomas Paul Smith—African-American clothier in Boston who argued for separate black schools (Northern Jim Crow; also see Kaestle, Pillars, p. 178)

21.  Richard Fletcher—white lawyer who argued for integration of Massachusetts schools (Kaetle, Pillars, p. 177). 
22.  Benjamin Romaine—Pay School Teacher, New York City (Kaestle, Tables 1-9)

23.  Mr. Lebrun—Parent of pay school student; Catholic grocer (Kaestle, Tables 1-9) 
24.  Mr. Irving—Parent of pay school student; merchant; Presbyterian (Kaestle, T 1-9)

25.  Benjamin Shaw—white supporter of African Free School (see Kaestle, p. 38)
26.  Charles Andrews—Graduate of African-American free school (see Kaestle, p. 39) 27.  Mr. Morris—Parent of student at Dutch charity school; cartman; no property 
Questions:  What do you think of the proposed common school reforms?  What are the issues from your perspective?  On what basis would you support reform?  Which of the reformers’ arguments are most compelling to you? Which most problematic?
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