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Despite the many conflicts and contradictions of progressivism, many of the ideas and  reforms of the period had long-term impacts on U.S. institutions, including schools.  Among the significant effects for education were the creation of many social welfare services, the development of Americanization programs, a major expansion of urban school systems, the establishment of large-scale I.Q. testing and special education programs, and a significant transformation of the meaning of the high school.   In this session we will concentrate on understanding the last of these changes—the transformation of the high school.  


The "Report of the Committee of Ten" (1893) and "The Cardinal Principles of Secondary Education" (1918) are two famous and much-debated documents in the history of education.  Both were drafted by special commissions of the National Education Association charged with studying the high school.  Although the two reports issued from the same agency and addressed the same topic, their approaches and their recommendations differed.  The main point of reading the two documents together, then, is to identify how they compare.  How would you characterize the differences between the "Report of the Committee of Ten" and the "Cardinal Principles of Secondary Education?" What ideas about the purposes of schooling do they assume?  How do these purposes compare with those articulated by other progressive era leaders and thinkers, such as Dewey, Cubberley and DuBois?

In class we will consider how the high school changed in practice.  As James Anderson shows in “The Black Public High School,” the transformation of the high school had different consequences for different populations.

