F la g

February 18, 1916

Mrs, Josephine C, Presion
State Superintendent of Publle Instruction
_ Olympia

My dear Mrs, Preston:

Yours, enclosing a letter from Mrs. Edmund
Burt of this city addressed to you relative to the operation of
the lawm regarding flag exercises and flag salutes in the public
Bchools of this city, recelved, My response has been delayed by
reason of the fact that I am just recovering from & long lllness,
We would gladly have enswered Mrs, Burt's question from this of-
fice if she hed seen fit to call us by telephone or had communi-
caeted with us by letter,

Loet frll, =soon sfter the opening of school, the attention of
wL4+' the principsls was called to thls nenly enscted law re ding fla
Lla exercines and they were Instructed to carry Into effect the letter

) and spirit of the law as nearly as practicable, The particulear

)
aw” |msthod of dolng this wes left to them.
_1“';7-0M,'ll£l" 541"'9—? :

- I believe that principals and teachers generally are in sym- ,
pathy with the intention of this law, The fact that there has been
used in this clty for elx or elght years past & flag ritual, a copy
of which I am sending you, 1s evidence that we have not been unmind=-

ful of the deslrabllity of improving cltizenshlp through respect
# for the fleg end what it stands for. I mentlon this as prool that
I and those associated with me are nol open to the charge of light=~
ly regardine the inculcatlon of patriotie principles and sentiments,
since we attended To such instruction before It became & MELLeT of

law,

, I very much fear that a sirict observance of this law, to hold
¥ flag exercises in every school every weelr, will deleat THE purpose
of the law and of its authors, I think the attentlion of the '
Deughters of the Americasn Revolutlon should be called to the fact
that there are certain psychologleal effects unfavorable to accom-
rlishment of the desired end which may have been overlooked in en-
thusiaam for the end to be achieved, I monder as to the effect upon °
high school boys and girls of having them participate every weel in-
flag exercises end & flag sslute according to the prescribed legal
formula lasid domn. I think that it would be easy for those who ere
conversant with the reactions of boys and girls in the sdolescent

' ;25,/£5 1§ 13/



“2- ! . !

period to concelve how a distaste for flag exerclses and for the
flag itself might result in the minds of many from the weekly
repetition of this formal exerclse, With the smaller children thia
nould not be true, but I think it would be much betier even there
to leave to the patrlotlc In%%iaﬁive of the teacher the selection

+x of time and occaslon, In this way what would be a stimulating
snd inspiring exercise would not become perfunctory and tasteleas,
If this law is strictly observed, a pupil in his course through the .

- grades and high school will have partlicipated in this formal exer-
cise every week of every year through.his entire course, Isg it not
posaible that we may do more harm to the patriotic impulse and to
the inspired feeling which should sccompany the sight of 014 Glory"
by & strict obmervance of thls law than if its purpose were carried
out with less msttention to regularity and to formallty? :

T wish you might suggest to the ladies of the DiA.R. the advis-
ability of securing the opinions of bhigh schoel principals and:
v/grade principals, also, rggarding the posaible effects as to the
1itera) carrving omt of this Jaw

law, I mey be wrong, If I am, I am
willing to be put right,

Yours tpruly,
Prank B. Cooper,
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