HSTAA 303 – Paper Two – Spring 2013





Prof. O’Mara
Perform a close reading of the document reproduced below, which is a deed of sale for a property in a new subdivision of Clyde Hill (Bellevue/Medina), Washington in 1946.    Using what you have learned in class about America during and immediately after World War II, and particularly what you have learned about the American housing market during this period, your close reading should address two questions:

· What were the forces shaping residential racial segregation and how is this document evidence of these forces?
· What does this document tell us about definitions of citizenship in immediate postwar America?
Some general reminders about primary source analysis:
· Consider the document as a product of a particular time and place.  Analyze the document for how its approach, tone, or visual content reveal values and opinions about particular people, groups, or institutions.  
· Consider who is creating the document, what’s going on at the moment of its creation, who or what is its subject, who is its intended audience, and how and why the perspectives of author, subject, and audience might differ.  
· Note the curatorial/archival context in which it is being presented, and the messages that the preservation and presentation of the document give us about the document’s perceived historical value.  
· Discuss local and regional aspects, if any.  
· Identify what is surprising about this document, and where it might challenge prevailing historical interpretations of a period.
· Draw upon class readings and lecture notes to contextualize the document, using parenthetical documentation when citing particular passages or arguments from the readings.  Lectures do not need to be cited.
A useful resource in understanding racially restrictive covenants like this one is the Segregated Seattle web site, on which this document appears.  You are welcome to consult this web site for background information and context.  Any direct quotes or substantive analytic insights must be cited; here are specific instructions. 
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