HSTAA303 – Spring 2008 – Professor O’Mara
MIDTERM EXAMINATION

This is an open-book and open-notes examination, but it is designed to be completed in the same amount of time (80 minutes) that you would spend on an in-class exam.  You should not consult additional sources (i.e., the Internet) in preparing for this exam.  As a guideline, the estimated time to be spent on each question or section is indicated below.  Examinations should be turned in one of three ways:

1) Blue book(s) submitted at start of class on Monday, May 5.

2) A typed copy of your answers submitted at start of class on Monday, May 5.

3) An electronic copy (Word files preferred) of your answers submitted to the course CollectIt dropbox no later than 1:30P.M. Monday, May 5.

SECTION I:  IDENTIFICATION.  Choose four of the seven people/places/events listed below and identify 1) what it/they are and 2) why it/they are significant to their historical era and to the themes of this class.  (5 points each; 7 minutes each)
1. The U.S.S. Maine

2. George Norris

3. Pullman, Illinois

4. The Exhibition of 1851
5. Ida Tarbell

6. Tammany Hall

7. John Muir

SECTION II:  MULTIPLE CHOICE AND TRUE/FALSE.  Answer all of the below.  (2 points each; 1 minute each)

1. Of the reasons listed below, the most significant in Upton Sinclair’s loss in the 1934 race for the governorship of California was:

a. Disunity in the Democratic Party because of Roosevelt’s New Deal reforms.

b. A well-financed media campaign led by Republican business leaders.

c. The fact that many of his supporters were recent migrants and could not vote in California.

d. Divisions within the labor movement that prevented voter mobilization.
2. Which element or event associated with the World’s Columbian Exposition had the most lasting influence on urban America?

a. The Midway

b. The White City

c. Turner’s Frontier Thesis

d. The Corliss Engine
3. Which of the following was NOT a program of the New Deal?

a. Federally-funded public housing

b. The federal mortgage tax deduction

c. The Federal Writers’ Project

d. The Civil Works Administration

4. TRUE/FALSE.  Native American tribes were consistent supporters of Roosevelt’s policies and core members of the New Deal coalition.
5. TRUE/FALSE.  Eugene V. Debs ran for President from prison.

SECTION III:  ESSAYS.  Choose two of three.  (35 points each, 20 minutes each)

1. Discuss how mass media changed American politics and culture between 1877 and 1945.

2. Review and analyze the social, economic, political significance of urbanization in modern America from the Gilded Age to World War II.

3. How and why did American attitudes towards empire and engagement in foreign wars change between the 1890s and 1940s? 
