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Analytical Outline

   Introduction

A.
Brief introduction of mid 50’s to 60’s youth.

B.
Discuss how and why the idea of a new and unique generation based on age was created.

C.
Introduce Baby Boomers 

D.
Explain how the Boomers, and media in turn conceived of their children as a new and unique generation that they called Generation X. 

E.
Thesis 


In 1990, the white, middle to upper class group of people known as the Boomers, began writing about Generation X, the group of white, middle to upper class youth who came of age after them. In the Boomers eyes, this younger group contained alien “others” who behaved completely different than they had while in their late teens to early twenties.  As a way to make sense of what they perceived as differences, the Boomers set out to define and understand this new generation through the market of print media.  By studying the media written by the Boomers, one can see a pattern of assumptions that demand the two groups have conflicting views about education, work, responsibility, and marriage.  In contrast, studying responses written by Generation X, one can see that the two groups are more alike than the Boomers are willing to admit.  As a result, I would argue that the Boomers refusal to see these similarities reflects their own anxieties and fears as middle to upper class leaders in society.  Essentially, if the Boomers admit that they are like Generation X, they must admit all that they did not like about themselves. 

I.  
A large number of children born to Boomers became youth to young adults in the 
late 80’s to early 90’s. 

A.  Generation X is a larger group than originally thought to be. They are as large or larger than boomer group (Source Marketing to Generation X) 

a. card 18- Boomers born  1943-1960, Xers born 1961-1981—in 1995 there were 69.5 million Boomers versus 79.4 million Xers (Ritchie-see chart on 17 for Total Population of Xers vs Boomers)  

b. card 18- “That is correct—there are more Xers than Boomers, and there have been since about 1980.  So the first Boomer myth is exploded.  They can no longer claim to be the largest generation ever produced in America” (Ritchie 16-17).  

c. card 17- “In 1995, Generation X accounted for 30 percent of the total U.S Population—nearly one out of three people—and yet they remained virtually invisible to marketers.  By contrast, Boomers in 1995 made up a noisier 26 percent of the U.S population and continued to hold center stage in the hearts and minds of American commerce” (Ritchie 21).  

d. No card-“Beginning next year [1993], a bulge of 13 million kids born between October, 1968, and March, 1971, will start turning 25.  They’ll be the largest group of 25-year-olds since 1986” (Zinn 76) (Therefore, in 1986 a large number turned 18 and in 1989 they turned 21-late 80’s to early 90’s they were teens to young adults)

II. Print media article titles and comments reveal that Boomers consider Generation X to be a new, different, and “other” generation.  


A.  Evidence that boomers feel Generation X is “other” because of article titles”

a. “Proceeding With Caution: The Twentysomething Generation is Balking at Work, Marriage, and Babyboomer Values”, Cover of Business Week: “Move Over, Boomers: The next Generation of Americans—46 million people between 18 and 29—is coming on strong.  Call is Generation X.  It’s about to change our lives”, “Oh grow up. (Twentysomething generation)”, and the “Whiny Generation.” 

B.  Evidence that Boomers think Generation X is “other” because of statements made in articles.

a. card 22-They have trouble making decisions, crave entertainment, hate yuppies, yippies, and druggies, postpone marriage because they dread divorce. 

b. card 22-“By whatever name, so far they are an unsung generation, hardly recognized as a social force or even noticed much at all.”

c. card 22- “Until they come out of their shells, the twentysomething/baby bust generation will be a frustrated enigma.”  

d. card 23- “Nothing yet cements them emotionally.  To date, the 13th remains a splintery generation; . . .”

e. card 25- “Busters are also creating their own pop culture by borrowing discarded boomer icons and mocking them while making them their own.”  

f. card 26- They “seem to be a pesky, contradictory bunch.”

g. Card 27- “They’re the ones who will vote you into office, buy your products, and work in your factories.”   

Conclude that “Proceeding with caution” is first article to discuss Generation X/ Twentysomethings as different therefore, need to be defined.  

  
III.
The onslaught of print media articles that set out to define the mysterious 
“others” began with the 1990 Time article “Proceeding With Caution: The 
Twentysomething Generation is balking at Work, Marriage, and Baby boomer 
Values.” 

A.  Offers “a guide to understanding the puzzling twentysomething crowd” based on education, work/career, living accommodations/situation, and marriage/commitment.   

B.  Education: 

a.  card 1- “Smart and savvy, the twentysomething crowd is the best educated generation in history . . . .The lesson they have taken to heart: education is a means to an end, the ticket to the cherished middle-class life style.” (Par 23) 

b.  card 1- “’The saddest thing is that they don’t have the quest to understand things, to understand themselves’ says Alexander Astin” (Par 23)

C.  Work and Career: 

a.  card 2-“young adults are flighty if they find their workplace harsh or inflexible . . . 

b.  card 2- ‘the difference between now and then was that we had a higher threshold for unhappiness,’ says editor Salzman.  “I always expected that a job would be 80% misery and 20% glory, but this generation refuses to pay its dues’” (par 22).

c.  card 2- “Companies are discovering that to win the best talent, they must cater to a young work force that is considered overly sensitive at best and lazy at worst (par 18).  

d.  card 2- “In contrast with the baby boomers, who disdain evaluations as somehow undemocratic, people in their 20’s crave grades, performance evaluations and reviews.  They want qualifications for their achievement” (par 19).

e.  card 2- “Climbing the corporate ladder is trickier than ever at a time of widespread corporate restructuring” (par 20).

D.  Living Accommodations: 

a.   card 61- “Many dropouts [people who did not go or dropped out of 
college] learned quickly [that the job market is smaller than they 
thought] and decided to return to school.  But that decision costs 
money and sends many twentysomethings back to the nest” (par 24).  
A.  Marriage:  
a.  card 3- “The generation is afraid of relationships in general, and they are the ultimate skeptics when it comes to marriage” (par 14).
b.  card 3-“ . . .Few of them have any real blueprints for how a successful relationship should function. ‘We never saw commitment at work’” (par 14).

c.  card 3-“As a result, twentysomething people are staying single longer and often living together before marrying” (par 15).

d.  card 4-“At this point members of the twentysomething generation just want to avoid perpetuating the mistakes of their own upbringing” (par 13).


?????Conclude that this article is used as guideline for other articles to respond

 
to and/or new articles contribute to discussion begun in “Proceeding” ???????.


IV. 
Boomers and Xers write about the issue of education in print media articles.

A.  Boomers feel that X’ers wasted their opportunities to earn college educations.   

a. card 62- “Here’s a generation that had enormous educational opportunities.  But many Whiners squandered those changes figuring that a job was a right not a privilege.” 

b. card 62- “The whiners were afforded even greater scope of educational success but many of them failed to maximize their opportunities.  They had a chance to reach higher but often chose not to or chose foolishly or unwisely.”

B.  In response to Boomers, Xers reply that they did work hard and attend college as a matter of survival, but upon exiting college they faced corporate downsizing and a saturated job market.    

a.  card 5- “The Twentysomethings leaving college during the 1990-91 recession . . .entered what was for newly minted grads, arguably the worst job market since World War II” (par 8).   

b.  card 8-“young Americans with skills have seen the cost of a college education outplace inflation” (par 5).  

c.  SEE Zill and Robinson article par 5-8/

d.  SEE Late Bloomers Ch. iv-indentured students

C.  General information about education. How many Gen Xers complete college and prove why it’s necessary for them to go to college for survival. 

a. card 8-“Young Americans without skills have seen a reduction in the number of high paying jobs that allowed their parents to enjoy a middle-class way of life. . .” (par 5).

b. NEED MORE EVIDENCE




Conclude with how these media sources contributed to “Proceeding” discussion 



??? and explain how education relates to career choices.  

V.  
Boomers and Xers write about the issue of career and work choice.  

A.  Boomers feel that Xers complain about work responsibilities, job availability, and are unwilling to work.

a.  card 63- “I don’t doubt that many Whiners are stuck in such [McJobs: low-paying, low-end positions in the service industry] jobs.  But who’s fault is it? (Martin, Newsweek) 

b.  card 63- “Those who chose to slide through highschool to achieve semiliteracy are understandably unemployed and underemployed.  Their cries of anguish [that there are fewer decent jobs available than there were for Boomers] do not now ring true.  In fact, the youth unemployment rate is lower today than it was during the baby boom recession of the early 80’s” (Martin, Newsweek).

c.  card 63- “Instead of blaming everyone for this state of affairs the Whiners should acquire more skills, education, and specialized knowledge for the careers of the 21st century” (Martin, Newsweek).  

d.  SEE Late Bloomers Ch ii- the bottom of all the americans do.

B.  Gen. Xers say the job market is saturated and they are willing to take 
 

“Mcjobs” because they have no other choice.  

a.  card 6-“unlike the trailing edge of boomers, who easily entered the expanding job market of the mid-1980’s, busters often have to settle for what Douglas Coupland, thirtysomething author of novel Generation X, calls ‘Mcjobs’-mundane and marginally challenging work that provide a paycheck and little else” (Zinn 76).  

b.  card 6- “The current median income for households headed by adults under 30 is $24, 500.  That’s a 21% drop in constant dollars from 1973” (Zinn 77). (MAY MOVE TO SECTION C)

c.  card 5-“The Twentysomethings leaving college during the 1990-91 recession carried an average of $7000 in debt-almost double the burden, adjusted for inflation, carried by 1977 graduates” (par 8).  

d.  SEE Langer article

e.  SEE Late Bloomers pg 60-61 Ch. ii-the bottom of all the americans do.  

C.  General information about career and job market.   

a.  CARD 6  ?? (Put in section VI, B,d)

b.  card 7- chart on page 75: unemployment as of October 1992. 11% people aged 20-24 vs approximately 7% of all the US.  

Conclude that these articles contribute to other discussion started in “Proceeding.”???  Explain how educated Xers are unable to get jobs which result in little to no financial resources to pay student loans, let alone afford to live on their own.  This results in Xers living with parents longer.  (SEE CARD 61: dropouts = no jobs = return to college = return home to live with parents)  


VI.

Boomers and Gen X write about Xers returning home and living with parents 



longer.   

A.  Boomers accuse Xers’ of taking advantage of parents, and being too immature to move out on their own and become adults.

a.  card 11-“In part because so many live at home—54% of 18-to-24-year-olds in 1991, vs. 48% in 1980—they have lots of discretionary income” (Zinn 78).  

b.  card 10-Chart on page 75.  American’s aged 18 to 24 living with parents.  In 70=approx 48%.  In 80=approx 49%.  In 91= approx55%.  

c.  NEED MORE EVIDENCE

B.  Xers respond that few and low paying jobs with saturated housing markets, and high student loans means they cannot afford to move out on their own. 

a.  card 9-“. . .young Americans are not spending the money they save by living at home on enjoying themselves; those under 25 spend 5.5% of their incomes on entertainment, compared to 5.8% for those aged 45-54” (par 5).

b.  card 6-“They have been entering the work force at a time of prolonged downsizing and down turn, so they’re likelier than the previous generation to be unemployed, underemployed, and living at home with Mom and Dad” (Zinn 74).

c.  Card 9- “The predictable consequence [of decreased job availability] is that more young Americans live at home: 54% in 1991, compared to 48% in 1980” (par 5).

d.  SEE Langer article

e.  SEE Zill and Robinson article par 28

f.  SEE Late Bloomers Ch vi-in situ parents

C.  General information about where Xers are living compared to when boomers where the same age. 

a. CARD 10 (statistics)

b. NEED MORE EVIDENCE 

Conclude that discussion about living accommodations is a result of “proceeding” article.???  Explain how price of education, and decreased job availability prevent Xers from having financial stability and forces them to live at home longer.  Financial instability and living with parents limits intimacy and may result in choice to delay marriage.  


VII.
Boomers and Xers write about Xers refusal or delay of getting married and their 



inability to enter a committed relationship.  

A.  Boomers say GenX is afraid of commitment and are too selfish to get married. 



a.   NEED EVIDENCE other than from “Proceeding” article

B.  Xers say that they are only delaying marriage until the job market improves, financial security is obtained, they can afford to live on their own, and they are absolutely sure they are ready to get married, unlike their parents. 

a.  Xers do not want to make the same mistakes as many boomers made—they are simply trying to avoid getting divorced.

b.  Card 53-“It’s easy to write off broken-home angst as Whining, but Generation X’s childhood coincides with divorce’s big bang: in the 70’s and 80’s, divorce touched 1 million children a year”(par 14).   

c.  SEE Zill and Robinson article

d.  SEE Late Bloomers ch v, pg 134 musical chairs 

e.  SEE Langer article

C.  General information about Gen X marriage, divorce, and relationship.  

a.  card 14-“Preliminary data suggests that children of divorce, particularly women, are more likely to get divorced themselves. . . . Some Xer’s believe we need to rethink the institution of marriage.  Others believe that the institution demands more, not less, respect. . . . When fewer people get married, of course, fewer get divorced.  Only 4 percent of today’s twentysomethings are divorced, whereas 21 percent had split up in 1970” (par 15).  

b.  NEED MORE EVIDENCE




Sum up how delay in marriage is a result of education, work/career, and living 



accommodations.  Lead into either section on united/non united identity or 




conclusion.     

VIII.  Conclusion

A.
There is not such thing as a united identity

B.
It is inaccurate to assume that new and different generations emerge when they become youth and young adults.

C.
???????By not considering all people in all social classes media cannot conclude that all Gen Xers are the way they define them to be ??????.

D.  Boomers and Xer Generations do not have conflicting goals in life, the American dream, rather they have experienced different circumstances in life that make them different, but equal. 

E.  ???????By defending themselves, Gen X writes its own history and will hopefully prevent assumptions from being applied to the next cohort.??? The next cohort will most likely experience different life circumstances which will result in them having to use different strategies to obtain the American dream.  This should be considered before negative opinions are formed and expressed by the media. Unfortunately it already appears to be happening.

I’m not sure where to put the following two sections. 

*I need a section on the united/non-united identity of Generation X


This question is raised in just about every article I have read.  

* *I also need to discuss the contradictions about age and birth years for Baby Boomers and Xers.    According to Susan Mitchell                           According to Strauss/Howe/Ritchie

Boomers were born 1946-1964                       Boomers were born 1943-1960   


Xers were born 1965-1976                              Xers were born 1964-1981

Most print media says Boomers were born 1946-1964 and then refer to Generation X, Twentysomethings, Busters, and Whiners as 18-29 year olds.  A conflict occurs because according to these birth years, in 1990, the Boomers would have been 26-44 years old. This is a small overlap, but it’s still an overlap.  

Another concern I have is in the differences in the amount of years each generation is based on.  For example according to Mitchell’s years Boomers were born through a span of 19 years whereas Xers span was only 12. In addition, the boomer generation is considered to be extremely large based on Mitchell’s years.  People born during the Baby Boom are considered Boomers, whereas Xers or Busters were born during the years of decreased birth rates.  Mitchell also says that Xers are NOT the children of the Boomers.  My question is who’s are they then?  On the other hand, Ritchie argues that Gen X is as large or large than the Boomers and are their children.  These contradictions prove that separate generations based on age do not exist because the lines that separate them are to close to distinguish differences by.   What happens then, is when the first section of a generation, or the largest, enter their teen to young adult years, their attitudes, life situations, and behaviors function as the defining characteristics of the rest whether they fit or not.  

My concern is that this paper is getting very large but I feel these are important points to make too.  I need suggestions on where to cut down and/or how to restructure.  I’m thinking that Sections I and II can be absorbed into the introduction and that I may not need to separate the “Proceeding with caution” article from the rest of the media analysis.   I am also not sure if I should start with the two points I just made above or if I should put them after the differences between the Boomer and Gen X media discussions.   

