Prof. Michael Goldberg

BIS 365 American Popular and Consumer Culture

Autumn 2003

This exam is OPTIONAL.  If you do not turn in a response to this exam, you will receive a “grade” equaling the average of your first two exams.

Take Home Exam #3: Subculture and the Seattle Music Scene
Your answer will require you to review the readings and consider your response at some length.  To be successful, your essay will need to demonstrate both an understanding of the readings as well as your own informed, engaged response to them.  Make sure to reference all assigned material (including Hype) that would inform your response—an otherwise successful response will be graded down for ignoring obvious sources in the readings.  The essay should contain a clear thesis with a thoroughly developed argument, a point of view informed by evidence drawn from your interpretation of the readings.  This argument should be succinctly presented in a thesis statement before you begin the body of the essay.  The length of the essay should be between 750-1250 words.  Do not exceed the word amount. (Use the word count feature to be sure, and include the exact word count at the end of your essay.)  The target audience for this essay will be your classmates in this course.  DUE Dec. 15, AT 11AM, in my office or via email attachment .  NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED WITH THE EXCEPTIONS OF VERIFIABLE EMERGENCIES.  For basic criteria on how I assess argumentative analytical essays, see:

http://faculty.uwb.edu/mgoldberg/students/criteria.htm

Assess the degree to which the Seattle scene (including the Riot Grrrls movement based in Olympia) could be considered to be cultural, political, or social dissent.  What was its impact on both local communities and on the larger culture, including corporate culture?  How much control did they have over their own destiny, and how much was dictated by larger economic and cultural forces?  Ultimately, as Mattson asks, did the Seattle scene "matter"?

