Sample responses for Assignment #2





Citation format: Chicago





Article: 


Zuckerman, Mortimer B.  “The Bitter Legacy of O.J.”  U.S. News and World Report, Oct. 16, 1995. 





Four other citations not supplied here.





2A.  This article uses only one of the narratives supplied by Hunt: incompetence.  The only incompetence he sees, however, is by the jury.  The main evidence he uses to establish the validity of this narrative is the observation that the jury heard “nine months of complex and detailed evidence”  and then delivered a “hurry up verdict” which took only “four hours.”  He notes the jury’s request for Alan Park’s testimony, but his tone and use of logic suggest that he believes this act proves their incompetence.  He never explicitly states that the jury is incompetent, but uses as evidence against it the fact that many  white people “felt they were watching a different trial” than blacks who agreed with the jury.  He also attacks the defense’s tactics, and implies but doesn’t state explicitly that the jury accepted this flawed reasoning.





2B.  The narrative of jury incompetence lends support for the “Black Other” political project, and uses one other political project—“Domestic Violence”—to support that ideology.  The writer clearly establishes the “Black Other” ideology by contrasting the jury (which he seems to assume was, but in fact was not, made up entirely of African Americans) with “white Americans,” and then connecting the jury to a “majority of Black Americans” who celebrated after the verdict was announced.  Throughout the editorial, the writer raises issues that are of concern to many Black Americans (at least according to the polling data he uses) but dismisses them without an argument, suggesting that these concerns have no validity, and that therefore Blacks are inferior intellectually.  He uses the issue of domestic violence once, finding it “perplexing” that “many African Americans can make a near martyr out of a man…who is a proven wife beater.”  In this case, he does not raise domestic violence as an issue in order to try to solve it, but simply to challenge these African Americans’ judgement.  Interestingly, the editorial never raises the “celebrity defendant” issue, focusing instead solely on race, since the writer is most concerned with establishing that “black people” will not convict other “black people” if charged with a crime.


