Prof. Michael Goldberg

BIS 365 Popular and Consumer Culture

Autumn 2003

Assignment #1: Ideology, Book Reviewers, and Bobos in Paradise

For this part of the assignment, answer the questions below for three book reviews of Brooks' Bobos in Paradise.  You do not need to use this form, although you may (delete the first two paragraphs before turning it in.)  Choose reviews that you feel make useful points of criticism (positive or negative) about the book.  Since you will need to determine the ideological perspective of each author, do not choose authors about whom there is not enough information to make that determination.  You will make use of the reviewers ideas in your take-home exam.

In the exam, you will not be using these authors ideas as evidence, so the author's do not need to have scholarly credentials, nor does the source need to be scholarly (most book reviews are not considered scholarly, even though they are written by scholars).  Instead, you will give these authors credit for their ideas whenever you use them, just as you might cite an instructors lecture or another students comment.  However, you do want to be clear about the reviewers' ideological perspective and intellectual background so you can weigh their ideas within the proper analytical framework.

1.  List the full citation information of the review.  (Make note of the citation format you are using.  Any format (APA, MLA, etc.) is acceptable as long as it is used consistently.  Be sure to list URLs (web addresses) wherever required.

2.  Note the main sources you used to determine the reviewer's ideological perspective.  Use the same citation format as #1.  

3.  Describe the reviewer's ideological perspective using full sentences.  Be as complete and descriptive as possible, avoiding ambiguous terms as "liberal" or "conservative" unless they include other adjectives and explanations.

4.  Describe the main critical points (positive and negative) that the reviewer makes about the book's arguments and methods.

