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Research Questions 

Chris   

1.) How have social politics contributed to our environmental problems we have today?

2.) How can we associate the sacredness of the wilderness to all classes of people?

3.) How effective are our present measures in working with the environment?

4.) How have the targeting of low-income communities contributed to their state of being?

5.) How have our traditional ways of viewing the environment contributed to our problems that exist today?

Stephanie

1. Why do certain charecteristics of "Natives" seem "natural" and how has this perception evolved?

2. How should we address population control problems in the U.S.?

Would the negative effects of population control outweigh the benefits?

3. What are the effects of Nuclear waste deposits in local communities in the last ten years?

Benaz

1. How does our own human nature contribute to environmental concerns?

2. What are the effects of sociatal issues on nature?

3. What ways can "natives" be part of the solution of saving our environment.

Andy

1. Are movements lead by grassroots organizations, made up of victims of the issue, more effective than movements lead by outsiders to the issue who are looking in?

2. Are humans a part of nature? If so why are human adaptations to their envioromnet considered unnatural?

3. Can any one political party be linked to most of the zoneing decisions that have put toxic waste sites in poor, minority rich neighborhoods?

David

1. Has "Putting our money where our mouth is" (buying so called "nature" products) replaced actual activism for the environment? Or at least has it widened the gap for the people on the fence of this topic?

2. Do you feel you are escaping "non-nature" by making purchases that are marketed for the environmentalist?

3. The Wurbels were the couple that sold their retail business to "Corporate America" (The Nature Company) How much, if so, was their original plan for the growth of their business changed by "selling out?"

Josh

1. As humans have evolved the environment around us has suffered. What are the main elements playing part in this destruction and is it possible to reverse what is happening to our earth?

2. How is nature precieved throuhgout other cultures around the world? Do the people in counrties outside of North America wish to preseve our environment or are many conserned with other worldly issues?

3. How has the advancements in technology helped and/or hurted our environment? Include mass media ;internet, television, etc. as well as other aspects of society.

Gabriel

1) What effect/consequences will the proposed expansion of Interstate 5 present to the Seattle environment?

2) What roles do our elected city officials play in ensuring the preservation of city parks and open areas from becoming overrun by parking lots, buildings, etc.?

3) Compare the recycling habits of suburban residents to urban residents. What group is more inclined to recycle? Why?

Eri

1. How does “third-world exploitation” by company such as Nike influence the environment of local Vietnamese or Chinese community?

2. How does the food production and quality change as the size of the ozone hole have increased?

3. What is the relationship between water pollution and the numbers of house using waste disposal, and how has the relationship changed last ten years in the U.S.?

Alex

1. What fears and health concerns are there about the consumption of gentically modified organisms?

2. How does car pollution affect the environment within the greater Seattle area or the world in general? What type of regulations are set and enforced?

3. How do big cars like SUV's affect the enivronment?

4. How much does the average consumer in Seattle or even in the U.S. consume?

5. How many trees are used in the production of paper? How much does one Kinko's use? How many Kinko's are there?

6. What is the o-zone?

Kelli

1. Since the majority of activists in the environmental justice movement are predominantly low income women and women of color, would the creation of urban "pea patch" gardens and co-ops be considered environmental reclimations by mainstream environmental activists and therefore worthy of expansion and acknowledgment or more of a "social construction" by various women's movements since there is not a "separation of humans and the natural world?

2. Why is there no national park in the grasslands? Has any person or group ever attempted to establish one and why did they fail? Are grasslands not "sublime" enough for preservation or is there just no "wise-use" or monetary gain to be had from them?

3. Is there an environmental justice movement in our community and if so, who are the activists involved and what, if anything, have they accomplished in regards to reconciling the chasm betwenen environmentalism and nature?

Chandler

1. What are the effects of recycling on our environment to date? How much is it really helping, and how far away from our goals are we?

2. How has the internet affected product waste? (Paper products for example)

3. Are hybrid cars a solution to our air pollution problems, or will they simply slow the growing problem of air quality?

Chhoun

How is preserving the environment a priority in third world nations?

What are the cost and benefits of recycling? And why doesn't all of America recycle?

If a species is considered endangered, then what are the actions to save it and what are the consequences of those actions?

Jennifer

When we “recycle” in America, how much of the waste is actually reused? What types of products are made from recycled materials? 

Besides the immediate environmental fallout, what have been and what will continue to be the effects of the Exxon Valdez spill on the ecosystem? 

Compare a toxic waste dump in the United States to one in a third world country. Are the environmental and social effects similar?

Jeff

1 What are the effects of eco-terrorism or biological warfare on native plant life in attacked regions?

2 How does modern technology effect, or alter more primitive societies, does it hinder of benifit. . .?

3 What are the religous effects of nature on primitive cultures, and how did they live and maintain a balance with nature?

Laura

What does the term "natural" really mean in the food we eat? At what point does food become "unnatural"?

What is one of the major historical events that occurred to make people associate "nature" with spirituality?

What are the current results of recycling paper to date? Has it made a substantial difference so far?

Rebecca H.

1.) How do crops grown organically vs. tradionally grown crops benefit the environment?

2.) How did the recycling program get started? What were it's goals? What can we do to meet these goals?

3.) How can schools integrate the benefits of recycling into their curriculum? What are schools doing now to educate students on the need of recycling?

Andrea

1)How can we remove the social politics from the environment?

2)How does technology effect the environment today?

3)What effect does genetically modified seeds have on the environment?

Dean

1. Has the recent increase in interest from the masses (OLN, Discovery Channel, and Animal Planet television programming, along with the commercial success of outdoor products) transferred to an improvement in environmental awareness and action?

2. Is the environmental track record in developing countries better or worse than the United States? Who takes more from and returns less to the environment?

3. Has deforestation been offset by replanting efforts, and are these new ecosystems (the new environment) thriving? Are they an improvement over the original?

PHILOSOPHICAL QUESTIONS:

4. Does natural selection have a place in the environment any longer or do humans now control this process?

5. Does the population control the environment, or in the end, will the environment become population control?

Rebecca L.

1. Has the current trend towards saving endangered species connected us or disconnected us with the wilderness?

2. Survival of the fittest/natural selection vs. geneticilly altered food - who is going to feed us?

3. The power of politics - growth and protection of the outdoor wilderness in the Pacific Northwest.

Karen

Foreign ships coming into the US dump their ballast water in our local waters, which releases non-natural organisms. How are these affecting our local ecosystem?

How are gases released into the air from the Hanford Nuclear Reservation affecting native plants in the surrounding areas?

Is the fuel being dumped over the Seattle area, by airplanes before landing in SeaTac, affecting native plants?

Diana

1) Many of our recycled items end up in third-world countries. One in particular is plastic grocery bags that we return to the store. So do we really recycle or is it a way to make us feel better? How can we find out exactly what happens to our recycled materials and where they end up?

2) How can we as human beings justify the fact that we send our waste products to third-world countries by paying their governments? Is this not a form of exploitation of the poor?

3) The human species is part of an ecosystem. Nature usually controls population explosions. What programs, if any, are there to control the human overpopulation of the world?

Matt L.

1.        How have new effects of social innovations benefited and hurt the environment in preserving natural resources?

2.         What are the methods that are the most prevalent in maintaining equilibrium with nature because of over-consumptive impulses that are necessary to some, but not others? 

3.        What impact does the political structure have on socioeconomic views contrary to environmentalist’s views pertaining to what is nature? 

Kim

What are land owners rights when it comes to wetlands on their property?

Why are there restrictions on what landowners can do with wetlands on

their property? What are the restrictions on landowners that have

wetlands on their property?

What are the environmental consequences of having nuclear powered ships

in the Navy station in Everett? How long did it take for the Navy to

finally win environmental approval for the Naval Station, and why did it

take so long?

What are the concerns of the citizens of Everett regarding the anti

missile radar proposal on the waterfront?

Ty

What impact has television advertising by environmental groups had on public opinion of urban green spaces?

(Two parter) Do phrases or quotations from the King James Bible appear in EPA policy, and if so, what impact have interpretations of those phrases had on the implementation of those policies?

Compare the results of U.S Government expenditures (dollar value) on environmental clean-up efforts in post-war regions, (Kuwait, former Yugoslavia etc) to the results of corporate expenditures (dollar value) on environmental clean up efforts of large scale industrial accidents, (For example: Exxon Valdeze, Union Carbide in India, Three Mile Island.) Which organization was more efficient (dollar to result ratio) in its execution of the compared efforts.

Sarah

1. Why is it that evolution a natural happening, considered unnatural or the products of, when it is related to changes and advancements in technology?

2. Where is the line between natural farming and non-natural or environmentally friendly farming?

3. What are the positive and negative affects of genetically modified seeds?

Edo

What are the environmental effects of building and maintaining golf courses in Washington?

What are the environmental and social effects of introducing genetically engineered plants/crops into nature in Africa? 

How has the recent war in Iraq affected the environment/nature of the Middle East?

Batyah

Can whaling really give back the Makah people's identify and spirituality to them?

What do the stories and myths of the Hawaiian people tell us about their relationship with nature?

What are the contemporary and past emotional, social, cultural and spiritual relationship between plants and Native American peoples?

Linda

How much contamination and pollution is generated from the bombs dropped on Iraq?

What are the long term affects caused by this contamination?

What are the long term affects on the earth from dumping unregulated amounts of antibiotics in cattle feed?
