EDSPE 523
Curriculum Evaluation Presentation 

50 points

Purpose
In groups of 2-3, you are going to evaluate a math curriculum from the point of view of a special education teacher who must provide access for students to the general curriculum. Using the guidelines discussed in class, you will critique the program's strengths, weaknesses and appropriateness for teaching students served in special education. 
Assignment Steps
1. Using a general education commercial math program (e.g., Open Court, Heath, McMillan, etc.), select a skill related to the content being discussed in class on the week you will present. Find the point in the curriculum where the skill is being introduced for the first time. Commercial math programs are available for check out from the UW curriculum library in the Allen Library or you may evaluate a program used in your placement.
2. You will probably critique around 3-5 lessons. If your skill covers more lessons than this, you should evaluate a subskill (e.g., renaming in subtraction, multidigit multiplication). It would be wise to run your skill selection past me before starting your review. In some programs, the skill may not be found in consecutive lessons. If lessons (or parts of lessons) do not focus on the skill, just skip them and choose only the lessons that teach the skill. You will need the teacher's guide pages. You may also need the corresponding student book, but only if the student pages are not shown in the guide. It will be significantly easier if you can access the scope and sequence pages. 
3. Evaluate your selected lessons based on the guidelines presented in your textbook for that skill. Consider organizing your comments with reference to the Mathematics Curriculum Evaluation Framework in Chapter 2. As you present, give specific examples from the program by (a) describing in detail the feature of the program, (b) highlighting your examples using an overhead or PowerPoint, and/or (c) quoting parts of the curriculum to illustrate your points. 

Examples of specific comments include: "On page 54, students are required to work 30 subtraction with renaming problems, five of which contain zero, without any prior explicit teaching of a strategy for this concept."  Or, "On page 74, the focus problems for the independent seatwork are addition with renaming in the tens column.  The worksheet includes strategic integration of no renaming problems to help students discriminate when to rename and when not to.  However, there is no scaffolding to help students who may not know when to apply the strategy and when not to."
4. Prepare a 20 minute presentation (with a few minutes set aside for questions) in which you 

a. Cite the curriculum you reviewed (name, publisher, date, grade level) 

b. Present an analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the curriculum. (We should be able to see a linkage between the examples you identified and the guidelines from your textbook.) 
c. Based on your analysis, present a description of the instructional changes you would make to the curriculum to support children with special needs.
d. Write a 1-2 page conclusion in which you summarize your review and identify to what extent the curriculum is appropriate for students with special needs.  This conclusion will be turned in to me at the end of the presentation or could be given to class members as a handout.
Evaluation
You will be evaluated using the following scoring criteria:
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	Rating Scale

	E=Exemplary-Near perfect, all components evident and clearly stated.

	S=Solid-Good, obvious competence on part of student. May be missing some parts.

	N=Needs Work-Almost there, but not quite, needs more significant revision and/or additions

	I=Inadequate-Lots of work needed, hard to see that student has developed competence
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