EURO/SCAND 445 – Winter 2007

Stecher-Hansen

Väinö Linna, The Unknown Soldier (1954)

Read Chapters I-II 

For Tuesday, Jan. 23

Group Discussion Questions (Save the discussion sheet with your responses for end-of-quarter submission). 

1. How can the reader identify the setting as the “Continuation War” (June 1941 – Sept. 1944)  in Finland from the opening two  chapters?  Give examples:

2. Genre:  How does this novel differ from Antti Turri’s The Winter War?   What is the structure, style and tone of the narrative?

3. What are the soldiers’ attitudes toward Finland and Finnish history? (How do the soldiers understand the logic of their involvement in the war?) 

4. What is the author’s attitude to the War in particular and History in general.

5. Other points of comparison with The Winter War?

· Representation of the enemy

· Regional distinctions of characters

· Attitudes toward homeland/region

· War novel/Anti-war novel, with/without “heroism”

*Collective Novel:  

A novel in which a group of people serve as the “protagonist” of the plot.   Rather than tracing the development of an individual protagonist, the collective novel depicts the evolution of a group. This genre first became popular in Scandinavia in the 1930s.

