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Subscribing to an RSS feed
Introduction

Really Simple Syndication (RSS) feeds are an easy way to allow websites to notify you
when it has new content. This requires only two things

1. An RSS reader program
2. Websites which provide RSS feeds.

Subscribing to an RSS feed is fast and simple.

Getting an RSS Reader

There are many applications which function as RSS readers. We recommend RssReader.
Some other reader are shown in Table 1.

Table 1: Different RSS Readers

Name Logo URL

RssReader 5] B .. . - ) http://www.rssreader.com/

(recommended) Wiy ity -

RssOwl -~ *  http://www.rssowl.org/
RSSOwl

Rocket Rss diem &4 http://reader.rocketinfo.com/desktop/

Reader ROCkeilnié )

Download and install your reader of choice.
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Subscribing to an RSS feed

Once you have the RSS reader installed, all that is left is to subscribe to an RSS feed of
your choice.

1. Find a website that supplies RSS feeds. Sites that supply RSS feeds typically
have an orange RSS button EEEH or and orange XML button EZIH. Also look for

the words “rss feeds”. An example is shown below in Figure 1.

Photography
Projects
Dogs

Background

L RSS Button

Figure 1: An example of an RSS button on a webpage

2. Now acquire the URL of the feed. There are two ways to do this.

a. Method 1. Right click on the RSS button and select “Copy Shortcut”
b. Method 2. Click on the RSS button. Most likely, you will be taken to an
.xml page that looks Figure 2.
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-'ahttp:,.-",.-"students.washingtnn.edu,.-"Ium,.-"rss_feeds,.-"'rss-_feedé.':ign:rl- iternet E: _|EI|£|

Fle Edit ‘“iew Faworites Tools  Help | ':F
Y - L & ] Ly i p | ] [ =
@ Back el \ﬂ ﬂ "yl | P Search .. Favarites @ | P ___l 5
Address |@ http:,l',l'students.wa;hington.edu,l'Iurn,l'rss_Feeds,l'rss_feeds.xml < _I I bifis—it
Goaogle - | || [Glsearch - | gd FaoeRenk Engosbiocked | % check -

<7tuml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8" 7= (I
- «rss wersion="2.0">
- <channels=
<title=Chris Lum Online</title=

zlink=http://students.washington.edu/lum</link> 1o
<description /=
Zlanguage=en-us</anguage>
<copyright=Copyright 2005 Christopher W. Lum</copyright>
<generator>=XML::RSS</generator>
<ttl=480</tt>
- <image>
«<title=Chris Lum Online {image title)}</title>

zurl=http:/ /students.washington.edu/lum/rss_feeds/feed_image.jp
<link=http://students.washington.edu/lum«</link>

</image:
- «itemz
<pubDate=12/04/05</pubDate:
«<title>Finished renaming videogame image files</title= -
4 | _Pl_l
[&] Dane [0 [T [ |@ trused stes G

Figure 2: Example of an . XML page

Copy down the current URL of the .xml page (this is the address in the

address bar)

3. Start your RSS reader application and add the feed.

Feed URL
(copy this)
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Adding a Feed using RssReader

1.

Click on the “Add” button as shown in Figure 3

Add Feed Button

B rssheai er 1.0.88.0 =10l =]
File Edi i Go  Tools Help
= - .
E?;t .6‘«-!; Gr.!:p Edit EE;[ Dolete Type: I,-’.\II VI Date f||ter:|,-’.\|| VI Ke_l,.lword:l
E--{E] Iy feeds
4 10 Latest OverClocked FieMives R |1 [ Headines Received .| Publishedd_ [ Author -
- "”"”:'”" = Cop suspended aver offensive v 12/8/2005.. 12472005 ..
el Expert: Patriot Act no ‘magic bul.  12/8/2005. . 12/7/2005 .
@ Gamespat Fecent Updates [DS] . o
(@) Gamespot Recent Updates [News] ‘Maming after’ pill lirits facelchal... 124872005, 12/7/2005 ..
5 MNintenda DS Cop suspended over offenzive v...  12/8/2005.. 12/7/2008
g The Seattle Times: Home Crips founder's last chance 12/8/2005...  12/7/2005 ..
il B VG Cats Court: Murderer can't practice law  12/7/2005..  12/7/2005 ...
Schiavo's widower has political .. 12/7/2005... 12/7/2008 .
Withess: Caged children beaten...  12/7/2008...  12/7/2005 ..

W e e la? inile d e bleam

e i

<

1 F\r' Janine

4700E NN

COEH e EOE

C\N.com.

Cop suspended over offensive video

= e LI R R

CHNHN.com - Law all headlines

Figure 3: RssReader showing "Add" button

2. The “RssReader — add new feed” window should pop up. The correct RSS URL
should already be entered. If it is not, simply paste the URL into the form as

F RssReader - add new feed

shown in Figure 4.

Directory I [mport I

Please enter URL of feed:

I~ Use authentication XML | RSS

X

P et I Cancel I

Figure 4: RssReader - add new feed window

4. Click “Next”
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5. Enter in an appropriate Feed title and then click “Next”
6. Select a group to add the feed to and click “OK”
7. The new feeds from the site are loaded into your reader.

Site added to feeds

I RssReader 1.0.88.0

File Edit Yew Go Tools Help

hew
headlines

=1oix]

B~ Chis Lum Online (6]
oM CMN.com - Law
&) Chl+dlt+Del

& Nintendo DS

9+ + B | B -
Get Add  Group  Edit Clear Delete
E|-- My feeds

& 10 Latest OverClocked ReMives

@) Gamespot Fecent Updates [DS]
@) Gamespot Recent Updates [News]

; The Seattle Times: Home
ol VG Cats

Type: IAII Vl Date fiIter:IAII 'l Keywold:l

Chris Lum Online {6)

R | ! | Headlines Received ... | Published d.. | Authar

Ej Finished renaming videog... 12/8/20._. 12/47200... lum{@u.washingl
Ej Started renaming videoga... 12/8/20... 12/3/200... lum{®u.washingl
Ej Finished template after mo... 12/78/20... 12/2/200... lum@u washingl
B Continued working onred...  12/8/20._. 12/1/200... lum@u washingl
Ei] Continued working onred...  12/8/20._. 11/30/20... lumi@u washingl
Ei] Installed programs on hom._. 12/8/20._. 11/29/20... lumi@u washingl

1 |

OO Heow EBOERE

Chris Lum Online all headlines

CHAIS LUum onul

\l

Figure 5: Site now added to reader
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