Extra Credit Assignment #2:  Psych/Ling 347 Psych of Language Autumn 2009
This is an entirely optional assignment.  If you choose to turn in this assignment, you will be assigned a grade between 0 and 3 points, in half-point increments.   Assignments must be NO LONGER than 1 page, double-spaced (brevity is actually a virtue here).  Assignments must be submitted as MS Word attachments or pdf files emailed to the course email account (psych347@u.washington.edu).  PLEASE PUT “EXTRA CREDIT 2” IN THE SUBJECT LINE OF YOUR EMAIL. Assignments must be turned in by Friday December 4.

ANY DEVIATION FROM THESE PROCEDURES WILL RESULT IN 0 EXTRA CREDIT.  

Assignment:  Pinker and Saffran both believe that children are born with some knowledge or capacity that helps them learn their first language with such facility.  However, their opinions about exactly what these abilities are is quite different.  See in particular Pinker (Chapter 4, pp 280-293) and Saffran (entire article, but briefly summarized in the conclusion).  Your task:  (1) briefly summarize what you think are each person’s claims; and then (2) tell me which idea you prefer, and why (or introduce one of your own if you prefer!). 
Have fun!

