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Political Science 384 / Environment 384

Global Environmental Politics

Winter 2010

What We Will Study

Large-scale environmental problems, whose resolution calls for unprecedented levels of international cooperation, pose numerous challenges to traditional political institutions and theories of world politics.  This course will examine several international regimes: whaling, ozone depletion, toxic waste trade, and global warming.  Do these "new" problems enhance the prospects for coopera​tion among nations, particular​ly between North and South?  Are existing institu​tions adequate to the challenge of global ecological interdependence?  To what extent are non-state actors altering the world political system? How does ecological interdependence challenge our sense of personal identity and ethical responsibility?   How does all of this affect you personally?  This course will address these questions and more. 

What You Will Learn 

If you participate actively in this course, including grasping content from lectures and readings, engaging yourself dynamically in quiz sections, and writing thoughtful papers, I expect that you will improve your skillfulness in many arenas, most especially the following:

· Critical thinking skills about some of the most important issues of our day

· Your ability to articulate ideas and feelings about these issues, in writing and conversation

· A deeper sense of what it means to be a human being living at this moment in history

What You Will Do

Participation: What you will learn depends upon what you do. Please bring your full presence to lectures and quiz sections, having read the associated materials beforehand.  

       Course Grading
  Weekly papers   20%

  Footprint paper  10%

  Research proposal/

    SL assessment  10%

  Research paper/

    SL paper  
   25%

    Final paper
   15%

  Participation 
   20%


Weekly papers: Each Wednesday, you will give your TA a 1-page       
synopsis of key points in the readings for the previous two sets of readings,                     including at least two questions that these readings raise for you.

   
Footprint paper: This short paper will help you to consider your own  lifestyle 
in light of global environmental resources and constraints. 

   
Service Learning: Students who elect to do service learning will work     
20-40 hours during the quarter for a local environmental agency or          
organization.  They will write a mid-quarter assessment and a 5-6 page    
reflective essay about their experiences at the end of the quarter.  

   
Research paper: Students who choose the research paper option will write a 
proposal and preliminary bibliography by mid-quarter. Research papers will 
be 10-12 pages long.
 


Final paper: This will be an opportunity for you to synthesize the course 
material in a way that is meaningful for you.

Required Texts

Ken Conca and Geoffrey Dabelko (eds.), Green Planet Blues:  Environmental Politics from Stockholm to Johannesburg, Third Edition (Westview Press, 2004).  [GPB]

Paul Hawken, Blessed Unrest (Viking, 2007).

Course Reader (electronic reserves)

Service Learning

Because one premise of this course is that a comprehensive approach to global environmental problems must incorporate their personal and local dimensions, you may wish to integrate a hands-on educational experience into your course work. The Carlson Center and I have chosen several organizations in Seattle where you can do so.  To learn about possible placements, please visit http://depts.washington.edu/leader and follow the link to WINTER 2010 Service-Learning. Starting on Monday, January 4th, you can log in with your UW Net ID to browse positions. Service-learning registration opens on Thursday, January 7th at 8 am and closes on Monday, January 11th at 12:00 pm.  All students are expected to complete an orientation with their service-learning organization soon after registering (unless otherwise noted in the description). Please be proactive in contacting your organization (after your service-learning registration is confirmed) by phone and e-mail to either 1) schedule an orientation or 2) confirm your attendance at an already scheduled orientation session. Service-learning students are expected to complete an orientation and begin their service-learning experience no later than January 18th.  Carlson Center staff are available between the hours of 9:00 am-5:00 pm Monday-Friday to assist you. Feel free to e-mail, serve@u.washington.edu, or call (206) 616-2885 if you are unable to come to Mary Gates Hall 120.    

At mid-quarter, you will give your TA a 3-4 page assessment of your service learning experience, including some reflection on the relevance of the work you are doing to the overall course.  At the end of the quarter, you will write a 5-6 page paper integrating your service learning experience with the themes of the course.

Research Papers
If you choose to write a research paper, you will first write a 3-page research proposal outlining your research question, how you will go about answering your question, and citing at least five authoritative sources on your topic.  Your research question should be relevant to the themes of the course, and its scope should be within reason for a 10-12 page paper.  I will distribute a research paper writing guide. Your paper may be either theoretical or empirical, or both.  You may approach your question through a range of methodologies -- a case study, a comparative case study, a quantitative analysis, or  a theoretical inquiry.  But be sure to justify why you have chosen a specific approach.  You are encouraged to discuss your topic with your TA during office hours before writing your research proposal.  Your TA's feedback on your proposal will offer you some guidance in the research and writing stage of your project.  Your paper will be evaluated on the basis of coherence, organization, clarity, thoroughness, grammar and style, as well as your responsiveness to your TA’s feedback on your research proposal.  Because you will do better and have more fun if you make a wise choice, please choose a topic that truly engages your curiosity and excitement.

Late papers
Late papers are not accepted without a medical excuse. All requests on these matters must be made through me, preferably before the due date.

Disabled Student Provisions
If you wish to request academic accommodations due to a disability, please contact Disabled Student Services, 448 Schmitz, 543-8924.  If you have letter from DSS indicating that you have a disability that requires special accommodations, please present it to me.
Recommended Texts

Elizabeth Desombre, The Global Environment in World Politics (Continuum, 2002).

Alan Durning, How Much is Enough?  (New York:  Norton, 1993).  
G. Porter, J.W. Brown, and P. Chasek, Global Environmental Politics (4th edition), (Boulder:  Westview Press, 2005). 

Ramachandra Guha, Environmentalism: A Global History (Longman, 2000). 

Gay Hawkins, The Ethics of Waste (Rowman & Littlefield, 2006).

Thomas Homer-Dixon, The Upside of Down: Catastrophe, Creativity, and the Renewal of Civilization Island Press, 2008 

Deane Curtin, Environmental Ethics for a Postcolonial World (Rowman & Littlefield, 2005). 
Ronnie Lipschutz, Global Environmental Politics:  Power, Perspectives, and Practice (CQ Press, 2003).

Arthur Mol, Globalization and Environmental Reform (MIT Press, 2003).

Tom Princen, The Logic of Sufficiency (MIT Press, 2005).

Steven Bernstein, The Compromise of Liberal Environmentalism (Columbia University Press, 2002).

J. Timmons Roberts and Nikki Demetria Thanos, Trouble in Paradise:  Globalization and Environmental Crises in Latin America (Routledge, 2003).

Karen Litfin (ed.), The Greening of Sovereignty in World Politics (MIT Press, 1998).

Thomas Princen, Michael Maniates and Ken Conca (eds.), Confronting Consumption (MIT Press, 2002).

Gus Speth and Peter Haas, Global Environmental Governance (Island Press, 2006). 

Gus Speth, Bridge at the End of the World: Capitalism, the Environment and Crossing from Crisis to Sustainability (Yale University Press, 2008).


SCHEDULE of LECTURES and ASSIGNMENTS
1/5
Introduction to the course -- no readings


Presentation of service learning options

1/7
The state of nature

Meadows et al, and Castro, both in GPB, pp. 24-36.

Bill McKibben, “A Special Moment in History” [http://www.theatlantic.com/issues/98may/special1.htm]

1/12
Ecological literacy:  What is education for?

READ:  David Orr, “Ecological Literacy” and “What is Education For?” pp. 85-95, 141-148; Wendell Berry, “What are People For?”; Donella Meadows, “Living Lightly and Inconsistently on the Land,” “What is Biodiversity & Why Should We Care About It”: Tom Princen, “Notes on the Theorizing of Global Environmental Politics” (Electronic reserve)

ASSIGNMENT:  Calculate your ecological footprint at http://myfootprint.org

FIRST PAPER ASSIGNMENT DISTRIBUTED: “The Personal and the Political:  Analyzing the Ecological Footprint”

1/14
Environmentalism in global perspective – First wave


READ:  Hawken, Blessed Unrest, Chapters 1-3 (pp. 1-48).

1/19   
Environmentalism in global perspective -- the second wave

READ: Hawken, Chapters 4-5 (pp. 49-85), Conca & Dabelko, “Introduction” (pp. 1-12) and Chapter 6 (pp. 71-81).

FIRST PAPER DUE IN CLASS

1/21
Can we all live this way?  Population, Consumption & Tragedy of the Commons

READ: Meadows, “Should We Be Glad When the GNP Goes Up?” and  “Nothing is So Powerful as an Exponential…”; MacNeill et al., "Shadow Ecologies of Western Economies" (Reader) and Hardin, "Tragedy of the Commons," Buck, "No Tragedy in the Commons" in GPB pp. 37-60; Bhawani Venkataraman, “The Price of Clean Water” (electronic reserve)

1/26
Globalization and Progress

READ: Ophuls, “The Scarcity Society,” Anbarasan, “Kenya’s Green Militant” Mendes, “Fight for the Forest” and Zarsky, “Stuck in the Mud” in GPB, pp. 54-60, 82-106.

VIDEO:  "In the Name of Progress"

1/28
The Third World in international environmental politics

READ: Chapters 22-24 in GPB (pp. 227-262) and Simms, “Ecological Debt” (Reader)

2/2       Science & global environmental politics: Stratospheric Ozone Depletion

READ: Jasanoff in GPB (179-182) and Agarwal & Narain, "Global Warming in an Unequal World" and Litfin, "Framing Science" (Reader). 

2/3
RESEARCH PROPOSALS & SERVICE LEARNING ASSESSMENTS DUE IN SECTION

2/4
International environmental regimes:  Whaling


READ: DeSombre, The Global Environment and World Politics, Chapter 7 (Reader).

2/9
Global Climate Change:  From Science to Politics

READ:  IPCC Fourth Assessment Report, Executive Summary [available at http://www.ipcc.ch]; “The Copenhagen Diagnosis” [1-page Executive Report available at http://www.copenhagendiagnosis.org/press.html]; FAQs at 350.org [available at http://www.350.org/understanding-350]; Jon Barnett, “The Worst of Friends: OPEC and the G77 in the Climate Regime (electronic reserve)

2/11
Climate Change Treaties and Beyond: What does Copenhagen mean?


READ: Copenhagen Climate Summit articles on Guardian website [available at 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/Copenhagen] especially by Mark Lynas, John Prescott, 
Martin Khor and de Castro Muller; Grist wrap-up, 

http://www.grist.org/article/2009-12-20-all-over-the-map-rounding-up-editorial-reax-to-copenhagen/, 

David Doniger, http://switchboard.nrdc.org/blogs/ddoniger/the_copenhagen_accord_a big_st.html, 

Bill McKibben, http://www.e360.yale.edu/content/feature.msp?id=2225
2/16
The China Card (Guest lecture by Ketty Loeb)

READ: to be announced

2/18
Energy, Environment and Security

READ:  Chapters 27-31 in GPB; Homer-Dixon, “So Long, Cheap Slaves” (Reader)

2/23
Trade, globalization and ecology

READ: Chapters 17-20 in GPB, pp. 185-221; Hawken, “We Interrupt this Empire” (pp. 114-138); 

Nathanial Gronewold, “New School of Thought Brings Energy to Dismal Science,” http://www.nytimes.com/gwire/2009/10/23/23greenwire-new-school-of-thought-brings-energy-to-the-dis-63367.html

2/25
Human rights, cultural survival and ecology


READ:  Chapter 32-34 in GPB, pp. 339-367; Hawken, “Indigene” (pp. 87-114): Lucy Mayhew, 
“Rights for Nature” and Jerry Mander, “Declaration of Dignity” (Electronic Reserve) 

VIDEO:  "Ancient Futures"

3/2
Transnational Grassroots Action for Ecology and Justice: A Global Immune System? 


Hawken, “Immunity” and “Restoration” (pp. 139-190); Brian Goodwin, “Resilience” (Electronic 
Reserve)

3/3
RESEARCH PAPERS AND SERVICE LEARNING ESSAYS DUE IN SECTION

3/4
Gaian Politics:  A time whose idea has come

  
READ: Litfin, "Gaia Theory" (Reader)

3/9
Person/planet politics: The political ecology of sacrifice 

READ: Maniates, “Individualization” and Litfin, “Articulating the Politics of Sacrifice” (Reader) 

FINAL PAPER ASSIGNMENT DISTRIBUTED IN CLASS

3/11
Walking the talk:  the global ecovillage movement

READ:  Litfin, “Being the Change: Ecovillage Experiments Around the World” (Reader)

3/15
FINAL PAPER DUE TO YOUR T.A. BY 4:00 PM


ENJOY YOUR SPRING BREAK!
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