POL S / ENVIR   Winter 2010

   First Paper Assignment   

“The Personal and the Political:  

Analyzing the Ecological Footprint”

Compute a rough estimate of your ecological footprint using the calculator on www.myfootprint.org.  Then recalculate your footprint as if you were living in a developing country, using the same numbers that you used in the first calculation (converted to metric where necessary).  After doing these calculations, read the frequently asked questions (FAQs) at the end of the quiz.  

Write a 3-4 page analysis of the footprint exercise, taking into account as many of the following questions as you can in the limited space.

1) What does this exercise elucidate for you, and what does it occlude?  Which factors have the greatest impact upon the value of your footprint?

2) Do you believe that the ecological footprint concept is a political or an apolitical one?  Why?  What is left out and what is included in the exercise that causes you to answer in one way or another?  What might be added or changed in the exercise to make it more politically relevant?  Note that this question provides a good opportunity for you to consider what you mean by “political.” 

3) Did you find that the result in your second calculation was significantly different from the first one?  If so, what do you believe accounts for this difference?  If there is a big difference, how might political factors account for that difference? 

4) Since one implicit objective of the exercise is to encourage people to reduce their ecological footprints, do you find the exercise effective in that regard?  How, if at all, would political action be relevant in this regard?  

Please double-space your essay, leaving one-inch margins.  Your essay is due in class on Tuesday, January 19.

