BAS 2003   Chapter 10
Automating Database Procedures

This chapter deals with adding automation to your forms and database to make it easier to do things:


(1) Macros attached to buttons,

(2) Visual Basic for Applications (VBA) code.

This is especially helpful if you are designing a database that others, with little experience, will use.

Please read the assigned material and do the exercises.  You will be responsible for the 10 multiple choice questions at the end of the chapter.

Event Macros

Event macros are powerful tools.

 They help you automate and simplify the use of tables, queries, forms, and reports for end users.
Macros are a single action or a series of actions (or steps) that are stored as an object and triggered by user events.  What is an event?

With macros, you can:

* Create complete turnkey applications,

* Enhance an application to perform specialized duties,

* Automate frequently used procedures with a command button—thus minimizing user’s keystrokes by combining a series of steps into one button push.

VBA code

VBA is a complete programming language.

VBA code can accomplish everything that a macro can and more!

Unlike macros, VBA can handle error conditions and perform repeated actions by looping.

You will not be responsible for knowing VBA code.
The control wizard can be used to write VBA code.
Access VBA can be used to enforce business rules.

Misc.

What does the Echo command do?

What is the focus?

In design view, you can select a command button from the toolbox and then rename the button &First.  What does the & do?

What does a macro group consist of?  Why use macro groups?

What are switchboards?
How does Access indicate that a command is disabled?
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