Geography 430
September 22, 2008
In-Class Reading Presentations and Written Critique 

Mechanics

Beginning Thursday October 9th, 45 minutes of Thursday’s class session each week will be devoted to group presentations.  Your group will be discuss and critique some of the session's assigned readings.

Content and Structure of Critiques: In class discussion and presentation
1)  Your first task is to provide a brief description of the piece.  Introduce the broad topic area; identify the specific questions being addressed, identify the author's goals (for example, is the author presenting a model, a theoretical perspective, and/or is s/he describing and providing empirical detail).  Summarize, using specific examples, the details of the case study, or the argument being presented (approximately 40% of your discussion).

2)  The bulk of your discussion should address the contributions of this reading to our understanding of development processes.  Your group can go about this in a number of ways.  You may decide to pose a series of questions to the class to initiate discussion, or you may want to stage a debate about how different actors would react to the issue at hand (i.e. you might take the positions of a low-income citizen opposing a development model, a World Bank development officer, a minister of industry in that Latin American country, etc., or you may want to discuss how we would react if this approach or these policies were being implemented in the U.S. or the Northwest).  In short, your presentation should provoke us to think deeply and critically about development (approximately 60% of your discussion).

Leave 15 minutes at the end of your presentation for questions and comments from the rest of the class.

Your group will need to meet several times before your scheduled presentation in order to discuss and organize your ideas and presentation.  I will be happy to meet with each group by appointment.

Written Critique

This should contain all of the elements described above.  Your written critique should also incorporate other readings to provide emphasis, contrast, and/or evidence of your points.  This written piece must not exceed three double-spaced, type-written pages.

These two assignments (the presentation and written critique) make up 30% of your course grade – 15% for the group work and presentation and 15% for the written critique.  The purpose of this assignment is to provide practice in summarizing, contextualizing, and evaluating readings in relation to the major themes of the course.  These are the same skills you will be using in evaluating readings for your review essay.  

DUE: ONE WEEK AFTER CLASS PRESENTATION

* Please include with your review, a grade for each other participant in your group to reflect their contributions to the group presentation (in preparation and in class). *

