Geography 430
Victoria A. Lawson

September 22, 2008
Review Essay Assignment

Write a ten-page review essay (double-spaced, type-written) on four of the assigned readings that have been most influential in your thinking.  You have two goals.  First, to examine in-depth, the arguments developed by the authors in each of the four readings.    Second, to evaluate the author’s arguments in relation to each other, presenting your analysis of how their arguments move the field of critical development geography forward.

Format and Content of Review Essay

i) A title that captures your argument (not just a listing of article titles).

ii) An introductory paragraph that previews the four articles, why you picked these four, and the central argument you wish to make in your essay.  Please note, you should select your four readings in order to make an argument about how their ideas contrast, link, negate, complement each other.  You are not just reviewing four separate readings, but are building an argument that puts these ideas in relation to one another.

iii) A discussion of each of the articles, identifying the key arguments made by the author(s); identifying their important contributions to development debates and theory; and any limitations of their analysis.  Your discussion of the contributions/limitations of their analyses should link back to your larger argument throughout your review essay.  In other words, you are making your own argument about critical development studies, through your evaluation of their work.

iv) A concluding paragraph/section that lifts the reader back up to your broader points and away from the specific discussion of one or other of the readings.

Suggestions for a Strong Essay

Avoid the temptation to make easy criticisms such as: they didn’t go into enough detail, when it is an article length argument (rather than a book).  Be sure that you are evaluating the piece on its own merits, looking for your insights in the substance of their arguments, rather than form.  Also, if an article is making a theoretical argument, be sure to evaluate it on that basis, rather than saying it should have been empirical.  Same applies in reverse.  In other words, I am asking you to go to the substance of the ideas, the concepts and the arguments of these authors.  I want you to engage constructively with their ideas and the substance of their discussions and link these to your own evolving ideas about critical development studies.

I am happy to read drafts of your essay if I receive them on or before Tuesday Nov 25th    

**Final paper due Thursday Dec 4th (11th week)**

Geography 430
Victoria Lawson

22 September, 2008
PAPER PROPOSAL

**  You are required to submit a two page paper proposal by Thursday Oct 26th to be handed in during class session.

**  The proposal should contain the following:

a) A paper title and statement describing:

i) the broad topic of your paper (e.g. industrialization and employment change)

 ii) an explanation of why this is important in the context of Latin American development

iii) the particular questions you are posing on the topic of your paper (e.g. how employment opportunities are segmented by gender)

b) A detailed outline of the sections to appear in your paper, i.e. not just 'literature review', but notes on the themes to be reviewed.

c) A preliminary bibliography (i.e. author, date published, title, publisher) of some key books and articles you will draw from in writing your paper.

Note: 

Your paper is intended to provide you with an opportunity to explore a particular aspect of Latin American development for a particular Latin American nation that interests you. 

Remember, the themes to be discussed in class, and reading resources are all presented in the course syllabus.

