LARIMER ADDICTIVE BEHAVIORS LAB

Undergraduate Research Assistant Syllabus

Spring 2003

Projects:

· MC2 (Motivating Campus Change):  A collaborative study between the University of Washington, Western Washington University, and The Evergreen State College, evaluating students’ responses to three different alcohol interventions – a social norms mass media campaign, a direct-mail feedback effort, and 2-session in-person alcohol skill-training groups.  This year, UW is implementing the direct-mail feedback effort, in addition to data collection and participant recruitment and tracking activities.  

· Gambling Projects:  There are two ongoing projects of gambling. One is a gambling expectancies study, which is designed to validate new measures of what outcomes college students expect when they gamble, and how those expected outcomes relate to gambling behavior. The other project is a study of gambling in primary care patients. The objective is to reduce the prevalence of disordered gambling and related negative consequences and reduce health-care costs through development of effective preventive interventions.  

· Differences in Judgments of Drunkenness:  The purpose of this study is to gain a more thorough understanding of the way college students assess personal intoxication and how decisions they make while drinking may lead them to be involved in high-risk situations.  The study will examine the relationship between drinking beliefs, perceptions of drunkenness, and negative drinking related consequences in a sample of college students, in the context of prior drinking history and participants’ subjective intoxication in specific high-risk situations.  Information provided by the study is significant in that it will be used to develop intervention strategies for high-risk college student drinking to be used in future research.  

· Alcohol Skills Training Project:  This project will evaluate the impact of the Alcohol Skills Training Program (ASTP) workshops with students who are mandated to attend and students who are voluntarily attending a workshop.  Participants will include 270 heavy drinking University of Washington students, 180 will be randomly assigned to intervention conditions.  After completing a baseline assessment, participants in the intervention condition will attend an Alcohol Skills Training Workshop.  Follow-up assessments will take place within the week after attending the workshop and three months post-baseline.  This project is just beginning, all training, recruitment, and data collection will start this quarter.  

Nature of Responsibilities and Learning Opportunities:

Attendance at weekly undergraduate research assistant meetings is required. Duties will include recruiting participants, interviewing participants, data collection, library research, database management, data entry and data cleaning.  Members of our undergraduate research team are also encouraged to attend lab meetings and brown bag lectures to further their knowledge and understanding of the research process.  In addition, undergraduate research assistants will have the opportunity to be trained in the provision of Alcohol Skills Training Programs.  Copies of all grants and reprints of publications on the projects will be provided. 

Undergraduate Research Assistant Meeting Time:  To be arranged once all undergraduate research assistants submit their Autumn Quarter schedules.

Psychology- Number of Credits:  Undergraduate research assistants can sign up for 1-3 credits.  For each credit a student registers for, 3 hours must be put in each week on the projects (e.g., 1 credit =3 hours per week, 2 credits = 6 hours per week, 3 credits = 9 hours per week).  Any work not completed on a given week must be made up by the end of the quarter for credit to be received.  

Psychiatry- Graded Credits:  Undergraduate research assistants can sign up for graded credits through the psychiatry department.  PBSCI 499 credits may not count toward the required Psychology 499 credits needed for the Psychology degree.  

Grading will be based on the following criteria:

1) Attendance and participation at weekly 499 meetings

2) Completion of all assigned tasks, on time and accurately

3) Completion of weekly log sheets summarizing your work on the project

4) Responding within 24 hours to email or telephone correspondence requesting assistance with a task

Faculty Sponsor:  Mary E. Larimer, Ph.D., larimer@u.washington.edu, 543-3513

Meeting Coordinator:  Kimberly Mallett, kmallett@u.washington.edu, 543-0583
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Erin Dunn, erindunn@u.washington.edu, 616-9592
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Ty Lostutter, tylost@u.washington.edu, 543-0473
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Rebekka Palmer, rbjork@u.washington.edu, 543-0752

