AWG Board Meeting Minutes

26 October, 2002

Meeting was hosted on the Green River C.C. campus, 26 October, 2002.  Meeting held for three hours (10:00am to 1:00pm).

AWG Board Members Present:

Patrick Buckley, President 

J.W. Harrington, Vice President
Todd Wright, Secretary

Others Present

Neil Sorenson (AWG Pres., 99’ – 01’)

Rawhide Papritz (WAGA Coordinator & AWG Pres., 92’)

Gina Hollar (WAGA executive board member)

Dave Jeschke (AWG board member)

Michael Papritz (AWG Pres. '94)

Items Discussed:

Fall Meeting of AWG

To open the meeting while awaiting the last participant to arrive, Pat presented the fact that in the future the AWG Board has agreed to designate their Fall Meeting as a more "social event" based around activities like a field trip.  It was suggested that perhaps one way to provide greater contact between the AWG and the WAGA would be to invite them to next Fall's event and schedule something (like a tour of the Port of Seattle) of mutual interest.  This could help the general membership of each group to interact.  Discussion also ensued about offering clock hours for the more formal part of the field trip including presentations (in the case of the Port by local officials).

Discussed WAGA history, governance, funding, and membership  
The Alliance movement grew-out of a comparison survey of the top 12 industrial nations conducted by The National Geographic Society (NGS) in an effort to asses the US’s K-12 student population’s knowledge regarding geography.  The US performed near the bottom. Thus, the NGS proposed and funded the Alliance program and provided K-12 teachers with an opportunity to receive specific training addressing Geography.  At a couple of levels of expertise.

In 1993 the Washington Alliance came into existence.  It is governed by a coordinator who chairs a 6-member executive board, which is part of a 12-14 member Steering Committee.  In addition there is a membership divided between about 200 TCs (Teacher Consultants, K-12 teachers who have received advanced training in Geography through Alliance summer programs) and about 3000 general members (many of whom are not active).

Funding for the WAGA in the past relied heavily on annual grants from the NGS. For the first five years, the NGS Educational Foundation offered a fixed grant to WAGA of $50,000; in addition WAGA annually attempted to match this with up to $50,000 of State money (from the Washington Office of the Superintendent of Public Education).  State funding was not forthcoming in all years.

Funding of up to $100,000 a year, was used to operate a “basic” and an “advanced” summer training workshops for K-12 teachers.  

In the past couple of years NGS has moved away from direct grants and now offers challenge grants, no base operating funds.  In addition, it has been recommended that Alliances develop endowments of approximately a million dollars to provide a secure annual funding source.  WAGA has only begun the process of building an endowment and for the school year of 2002-2003 was unsuccessful in obtaining a challenge grant.  Consequently, WAGA currently has no funding.

WAGA’s leadership would appreciate any help that AWG board members could provide in strengthening any subsequent proposal for challenge grants to NGS.

Participation in past summer institutes has varied by geographic region.  In the first several years dot map distributions showed a tilt towards the East Side of the state, relative to the population.  Participants at more recent summer institutes have been more evenly correlated with the population distribution of the WA.  Hence, reflecting the larger numbers on the West Side.

Discussed Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALR) Vs. Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL).  (For this discussion we were joined by Michael Papritz who has helped with the development of the Geography EALRs)

To understand the current climate of k-12 education, the role of Geography in it, and hence the tasks and constraints facing WAGA members in the classroom it became necessary to digress into these two areas.

EALR - brought about through studies and public debate to develop statewide academic standards on the "basics"--reading, writing, communication, mathematics, and for science, social studies, the arts, and health & fitness.  The EALRs represent specific academic skills and knowledge students will remain required to meet in the classroom. 

(The following illustrates specific EALR requirements and  regarding Geography and how they are being created and their relationship to WASL.)

A Commission on Student Learning was created in 1993 and charged with three tasks:

1. Establish Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALRs) that describe what all students should know and be able to do in eight content areas--reading, writing, communication, mathematics, science, health/fitness, social studies, and the arts;
2. Develop an assessment system to measure student progress at three grade levels towards achieving the EALRs; and

3. Recommend an accountability system that recognizes and rewards successful schools and provides support and assistance to less successful schools. 

EALR's: Social Studies - Geography

· The student uses maps, charts, and other geographic tools to understand the spatial arrangement of people, places, resources, and environments on Earth's surface.

· use and construct maps, charts, and other resources 

· recognize spatial patterns on Earth's surface and understand the processes that create these patterns 

· The student understands the complex physical and human characteristics of places and regions.
· describe the natural characteristics of places and regions 

· describe the patterns humans make on places and regions

· identify the characteristics that define the Pacific Northwest and the Pacific Rim as regions 

· The student observes and analyzes the interaction between people, the environment, and culture.
· identify and examine people's interaction with and impact on the environment

· analyze how the environment and environmental changes affect people

· examine cultural characteristics, transmission, diffusion, and interaction 

The WASL is part of the assessment system that measures progress towards meeting the EARLs, and the Academic Achievement and Accountability Commission (or A+ Commission) is the organization charged with defending the WASL while brainstorming ways to exploit it in manipulating and punishing schools.  

However, on 25 October 2002, Governor Locke expressed his skepticism over adding Social Studies to the series of WASL tests.  This would be unfortunate, in that the Legislature and most school districts are putting most financial and curricular resources behind the subjects tested in the WASL.
It became clear from this discussion that a critical juncture has been reached where State financial difficulties are threatening the actual implementation of Geography and other "non-essential" (essential being reading, writing, and arithmetic) EALR's.   On the one hand some School districts have begun implementing Geography EALR's, assuming them to have become state policy, while on the other the executive branch appears to be pulling the plug on the examination side, WASL.  If there is no exam addressing these areas, it is doubtful that they will be stressed.  It was pointed-out that currently on 6 minutes per day were assigned to Social Studies as a whole in the elementary schools. 

Royal Geographic Society (RGS)

Mention was made that the Royal Geographic Society (RGS) has expressed a desire for ‘outreaching’ to the Pacific Northwest.  Possible network exists between AWG, WAGA and RGS.  Further discussion will ensue during AWG spring meeting.

AWG history, background, and possible relationship with WAGA

History: Rawhide provided background on the AWG, which dates back to 1977.  One of its primary tasks has been to provide greater communication between faculty in the community colleges and 4-year schools.  A second benefit has been providing a venue for CC faculty to learn about developments in the discipline through presentations by faculty.  Suggesting that an academic component to our meetings has been a valuable contribution.

To develop a more symbiotic relationship between AWG and WAGA, a number of issues were then discussed including clock time for AWG meetings or fieldtrips, focus of summer offerings by colleges, and possible workshops for WAGA members at AWG meetings.  All received favorable reviews. Specifically, the question of whether or not there should be a ‘workshop’ offered during the AWG’s next Spring meeting was posed.  Discussion ensued as to whether WAGA members would enjoy such an event, or if it would even be useful, (in terms of receiving “clock hours”), The WAGA responded by saying… ‘Yes’.  For such an activity: there exists a 1:1 ratio of activity time to clock hours, and a 1:10 ratio of clock hours to credit hours. 

Concrete Steps
WAGA website: The refurbished WAGA website will provide a portal to opportunities for its membership available through the AWG and our schools, such as summer course offerings.

Joint Newsletter Proposal:  Given the current financial position of the WAGA it will be unable to mail a hardcopy newsletter to its membership at the present time.  In the past this has cost $800 to cover all 3,000+ members.  Pat then suggested that perhaps the AWG could include a couple of pages in its next newsletter and focus on the 200 TC's in the WAGA.  He suggested that although e-mailing and web pages are useful for communication, they are too easily ignored and deleted.  A hardcopy might be a superior way of attracting WAGA membership to our spring meeting.  (This item will need to be discussed at our next Board meeting).

Geography Bee: Although this is organized independent of the WAGA or AWG, it was seen as a very good venue for marrying K-12 enthusiasm with college level professionalism.  Pat inquired if a speaker at this event might be in order to demonstrate to the assembled students and their parents what exciting possibilities might be available in Geography beyond "capes and bays".  All agreed it should be pursued, and Pat agreed to contact the event coordinator to see if something might be done this year (In fact this could add to the AWG proposal to also give the new Fred Matteucci award to the winner of the Bee).  

