ECONOMICS 431




Fall 2007
Professor Keith Leffler



Office: Condon Hall 206
e-mail: kleffler@u.washington.edu



 545-8045
Course Web Site:  http://faculty.washington.edu/kleffler/Econ431.html

Office Hours:  After class, by appointment.  

Readings:  The reading list for the first exam is posted on the course web site.  All readings are available for downloading on the University Library Reserved Reading Site. (UW Home Page, selecting Libraries on the LEFT, then selecting Course Reserves under the GET IT section, then selecting Search by Course (Econ 431) or Search by Instructor (Leffler))

Grading:  We will have three midterms.  

        Your exam results will be 90 percent of your grade. 

Classroom oral and written response to study questions the remaining 10 percent


        I anticipate a class average grade of about 3.1+.


Exams:  The exams consist of essay questions as exemplified by the study questions and past exams.  

Exam dates: 
Monday 10/22



Wednesday 11/14



Wednesday 12/5
If you will be away because of a university related activity (e.g., sports, debate) let me know in advance and arrangements will be made.

If you miss an exam, you can take a comprehensive makeup exam given on a date to be arranged.

In this class we will study the economic rationale for and impact of the antitrust laws of the United States.  The business practices investigated will include monopoly, collusion, mergers, price discrimination, and assorted vertical restrictions.  Leading antitrust cases are discussed to illustrate the use of economic theory.  

The lectures and the exams will focus on examples and applications.  Economics is learned through practice not through memorization or reading.  I will post one or more practice questions on the course web site for each week.  I will expect you to have reviewed the question prior to the lecture and be prepared to either write out a brief answer or to discuss your analysis in class. 

