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Cinema and The New Woman



Defining the New Woman

 Economic independence, 
joining workforce

 Self-fulfillment, 
challenging Victorian 
gender norms

 Legal and social equality

 Education

 Political voice

 Sexual independence

 Dress freedom Image source: 
The National Women’s History Museum

http://www.library.csi.cuny.edu/dept/history/lavender/386/newwoman.html
http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/mmh/clash/NewWoman/newwomen-page1.htm
http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/mmh/clash/NewWoman/newwomen-page1.htm
http://academic.brooklyn.cuny.edu/english/melani/cs6/newwoman.html
http://www.fashion-era.com/flapper_fashion_1920s.htm
http://www.nwhm.org/ProgressiveEra/statuswomenprogressive.html


The New Woman in Guy Blaché

Screen shot from A House Divided (1913) Screen shot from Matrimony’s Speed Limit (1913)



Cynthia as Fulfillment and Containment

Still from Christopher 
Strong (1933). Image 
source: One Life: Kate

http://www.npg.si.edu/exhibit/hepburn/earlyhollywood.html

