BIS482 Sexual Science

Instructions for essay draft, peer responses, and oral presentation

Drafts of research essay, to be read & reviewed in class Nov 30 & Dec 2:

For this exercise, you must prepare at least 5-6 pages of your essay, consisting of your introduction, thesis statement, and some of the body with material that substantiates your thesis. The paper must be typed and double-spaced so your reviewer can easily read it and add comments. Also submit your bibliography. The essay draft must be fully DOCUMENTED, i.e. you must have footnotes or in-text citations to identify clearly all of the material and ideas you have borrowed. Every page of your essay ought to have about 5-10 citations. These will answer your reader’s questions: “where did this data or opinion come from?” and “why should I believe this?” Inadequate or careless documentation of sources will result in severe grade penalties on your final essay. Make sure that you thoroughly credit your sources by keeping careful notes during the process of doing research and writing drafts: record the text and exact page number from which every fact, idea, or quotation was taken. Don’t try to add the notes and bibliography after you’ve written the whole paper – this will only lead to errors and omissions. I will give you some feedback on your draft before the final version is due Dec 13, especially regarding your thesis, organization, and use of citations.


Everyone will come to class on Tues Nov 30 with TWO COPIES of her/his essay draft in hand. Also prepare a list of specific concerns about your essay that you would like to receive feedback on how to improve. I will assign you a partner from your research group, and the two of you will read your papers out loud to each other. The reviewer will respond to the main concerns raised by the writer, in a cooperative and respectful manner. On Dec 2 we will repeat this process, in different pairs. It would be to your advantage to make immediate revisions according to your first reviewer’s feedback, so that your second reviewer can address other problems.


This exercise will be counted as part of your course participation grade. In calculating your grade, I will take into account peer assessment of your contribution to the work done in the research groups. I expect everyone to make an honest effort to work constructively with your group. Failure to participate in the peer-response process will result in penalties against your participation grade.

Oral presentation of your research, Dec 7 or 9 (value 10%)


 Each student will be assigned a 15-minute time slot in which to present the results of his/her research project to the rest of the class. Talking about your work and responding to questions should help you to fine tune your interpretations for the final version of your essay. Plan to speak for 8-10 minutes, and leave the rest of your time for discussion. You will need to carefully organize your material to emphasize the crucial points and practice your presentation in order to fit the time limitation. If you have data, images, quotations, references, etc. that are essential for illustrating your points, then display them using Powerpoint or overheads. Use of visuals is otherwise not required or encouraged. Try not to read your talk word for word, but instead use notes and a delivery style that engages your audience’s interest. Be concise, yet also be as clear and thorough as possible. In your talk you must 

1. explain your topic, why it is important, and what your research questions were;

2. state your thesis clearly in your introduction and restate it in your conclusion;

3. sum up the principal evidence, arguments, and sources that support your thesis.

