BIS 482 Sexual Science
HOMEWORK #5

Exercise: Evaluate one of the required readings on feminism and sociobiology

Due: Thurs Oct. 28; Value 5%

Tang-Martinez, Zuleyma. “The Curious Courtship of Sociobiology and Feminism: A

Case of Irreconcilable Differences.” Feminism and Evolutionary Biology. Ed. Patricia Gowaty. Chapman and Hall, 1996. 116-50.

Lloyd, Elisabeth A. “Violence Against Science: Rape and Evolution.” Evolution, Gender,

and Rape. Ed. Cheryl Travis. MIT Press, 2003. 235-61.

Assignment: Choose one of the above articles from Oct 26, re-read it carefully, and answer all of the following questions about it. You do not need to write complete sentences, and you may write on this worksheet. These are the critical questions you should be asking about all the texts you read during your research.

Judging from the titles of the book and article and the introductory section, what do you think was the author’s research question?

Paraphrase the article’s thesis (i.e. main argument answering the research question).

Each author critiques specific scientific claims made by sociobiologists. Briefly explain one of the main examples used in the body of the article to support its thesis.

Comment on the types and quantity of sources drawn on to support the article’s points.

What can you find or infer about the author’s scholarly expertise and her purpose or agenda in writing this article?

Is the article persuasive? Why or why not? Consider: how does the author assemble her evidence and arguments? are there significant omissions or inconsistencies? how effectively does she utilize feminist analysis in critiquing the science?

