BIS 482 Sexual Science, Homework #3, Total value 5%

REVISED DUE DATE: Thurs Oct 14 at the start of class (typed or hand-written)

Exercise: annotated bibliography (2 items)

Read the following instructions carefully before you begin.

Choose any 2 of the required readings for Oct 12 and Oct 14 (on health and reproductive issues). For each, provide a full bibliographic entry and write a brief paraphrase of the article’s main points. This is called an “annotated bibliography,” and it serves as a concise summary of the most important content of the selected texts. Annotated bibliographies are often used to overview the available literature on a given topic for the benefit of future readers. Later on you will be preparing a longer annotated bibliography as the first stage of your research project; it will show me that you have begun reading the important scholarship on your topic and help you start formulating your own ideas.

Your annotations should be as thorough as possible in a short paragraph of 3-4 complete sentences. The summary must be entirely in your own words; don’t simply quote from the article. I want to see that you can explain the author’s key arguments. Do not provide any critical comments on the article at this time, just summarize it completely and succinctly. Some annotated bibliographies do include evaluations of the texts, but for now I only want you to describe them. You might think of this exercise as similar to writing an abstract of a text.

On the course website “homework” page, you can find a couple of examples of annotated bibliographies on gender and science topics. Some of the entries are too long (they summarize whole books), but overall these should give you an idea of the level of detail I expect for this assignment and for your later research proposal. As before, guidelines and examples of citation styles (especially MLA) are provided via several links on the course webpage. Make sure that your bibliography gives all the publication information for each text, and is in alphabetical order.

