BIS 482 Sexual Science, Homework #1, Total value 5%

Due Oct 5 at the start of class (typed or hand-written)

Exercise: reading comprehension

Part A (1/2 point each): Answer ALL of the following questions, in just a few words each. These are some of the key points you should take from Londa Schiebinger, Has Feminism Changed Science?, Ch. 1-5. Skim through the detailed information about female scientists, and focus on the historical and sociological overview of the gendered culture of science.


1. Name the two types of feminism that Schiebinger judges to be inadequate as theoretical and practical foundations for reforming science.


2. What are the two terms used to distinguish culturally contingent traits from supposedly fixed biological traits of women and men? (Though we will see that the separation of these categories is debatable.)


3. Schiebinger (Ch. 3) cites several studies from the fields of education, psychology, and sociology that purport to show what about female participation in science?


4. Schiebinger argues that not until the 17-18th centuries did science become gendered as masculine and women were systematically excluded, because of what change then occurring in European society? 


5. List some of the traits/abilities/images that are typically associated with both masculinity and doing science.


6. List some of the traits/abilities/images that are typically associated with femininity and that may function as barriers against women becoming scientists or achieving success in science.

Part B (2 points): Answer ONE of the following questions, in a maximum of 3 sentences. Ruth Hubbard is a biologist and feminist critic of biology; her article “Science, Facts, and Feminism” is a succinct introduction to several of the major topics and arguments we will encounter in this course. Pay particular attention to her claims about the relation between the content of science and its social context. You are expected to explain the author’s main points accurately, briefly, and in your own words.

1. Hubbard discusses reproductive hazards, sex hormones, and sociobiology as examples of biomedical theories that are based on faulty reasoning and that have been put to political uses. Choose one of these examples and summarize her criticisms of it.

OR
2. Hubbard suggests that it is possible to produce scientific knowledge that would benefit a wider range of people, not just serve the interests of dominant groups. She gives the concrete example of the women’s health movement. Summarize her arguments about how a female and/or feminist point of view could change the practice and substance of science.

