BIS 393C Redesigning Humanity




Winter 2006

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS

Hand in hard copies only, at the start of the class period.

Please type and double space.
1. Due Tues Jan 10 (value 5%): Write a one-page paraphrase of the main points made in one of the chapters from the Diane Paul reading about the history of eugenics. Show where each point comes from by citing exact page numbers from the text, e.g. (Paul 22). The purpose of this exercise is to demonstrate your ability to read carefully and accurately, and to summarize someone else’s arguments concisely in your own words.

2. Due Tues Jan 24 (value 5%): Write a one-page thematic analysis of the following passage from Brave New World. Identify the key themes of the passage, comment on the specific words/phrases that convey the themes, and explain how these themes are significant to the rest of the novel (or the chapters you’ve read so far). You must interpret what the passage means, not give mere plot summary. Use page citations.
The passage begins and ends with (Chapter 3, p. 41): “Think of water under pressure in a pipe.” They thought it. “I pierce it once,” said the Controller. “What a jet!”…. And feeling strongly (and strongly, what was more, in solitude, in hopelessly individual isolation), how could they be stable?

3. Due Thur Feb 9 (value 5%): Compile a proper bibliography of all the required readings for weeks 5-6. Choose any one of the non-fiction readings from the list and write a one-page response to its main arguments.

4. Do either A or B (value 10%)

A. Due Tues Feb 21: Write a short argumentative essay (max 2 pages) about The Speed of Dark. You can write about any major theme of the novel—such as attitudes towards disability and normalcy, or the use of experimental therapies—that is also covered in the non-fiction readings from weeks 6-9. You must use ideas from at least one of those texts to support your interpretations of the novel. Your essay must have a clear thesis statement and citations.

B. Due Thur Mar 2: Write a short argumentative essay (max 2 pages) about Woman on the Edge of Time. You can write about any major theme of the novel that is also covered in the non-fiction readings from weeks 6-9. You must use ideas from at least one of those texts to support your interpretations of the novel. Your essay must have a clear thesis statement and citations.
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