HIST 311 Science in Civilization: Antiquity to the 1600s (Fall 2005)

MIDTERM EXAM, Wed Oct 26, 9:30-10:15 am

Total value: 15%

No notes, dictionaries, computers, phones, or other aids allowed. Please write legibly. All writing will cease at 10:15. Remain in your seats until then. Carefully read all instructions and answer the correct number of questions in each part. Clearly label your answers. 

Part A (9%): Identify and explain the historical significance of THREE of the following items. Write three complete sentences about each. Each answer is worth 3%.

1. Pliny the Elder

2. uniform circular motion

3. Almagest
4. Museum at Alexandria

Part B (6%): Write an essay 2 paragraphs long on ONE of the following topics. Address the chosen topic as thoroughly as possible, covering several of the most important points from the relevant readings and lectures. Organize your points in a coherent fashion.

1. Discuss some of the key differences between the natural philosophies of Plato and Aristotle.

2. Discuss Plato’s philosophical ideas about the nature of reality and the problem of change, in relation to some of the solutions that had been offered by Presocratic thinkers.

