Procedural Quiz
Unless otherwise noted, the questions pertain to the rules of the LegSimlature, as described in the ‘Rules of the Game’ link under ‘Instruction.’ A few questions may ask you to compare those rules to the actual procedures of the U.S. House of Representatives which can be found at http://thomas.loc.gov/home/lawsmade.toc.html . 

1. Who has ultimate control over decisions of the legislature, including its rules of procedure? 

a. The Vice President

b. The Speaker

c. The legislative majority

d. The parliamentarian

2. What is the difference between an H.R. and an H.Res.?

a. There is no difference

b. An H. Res. has the force of law if enacted, while an H.R. does not

c. An H.R. has the force of law if enacted, while an H.Res. does not

3. How many members can officially sponsor a bill?

a. 1

b. 2

c. 5

d. Unlimited

4. How many members can cosponsor a bill?

a. 1

b. 2

c. 5

d. Unlimited

5. Who can be an original cosponsor of a bill? 

a. A member who signs on shortly after the bill is introduced

b. A member who signs on before the bill is passed by the chamber

c. A member who signs on before the bill is reported from committee

6. Who refers bills to committee?

a. The Speaker

b. The Committee chairs

c. The majority leader

d. The parliamentarian

7. Which committee or committees of your simulation would arguably have jurisdiction over a bill to regulate abortions? 
a. A health committee

b. A judiciary committee

c. An international affairs committee

d. All of the above

8. Can a bill be referred to more than one committee?

a. Yes

b. No

9. How many committee members must be present for a committee to act?

a. Only the chairman needs to be present

b. A majority of committee members must be present

c. 2/3rds of the committee’s members must be present
d. none of the above

10. Does a committee have to review every bill that is referred to it?

a. Yes

b. No

11. To what extent can a committee chairman prevent a committee from considering a bill? Explain.  

12. To what extent can a committee prevent the chamber from voting on a bill? Explain.

13. Are committee hearings normally public or private?

a. Public
b. Private
14. What are the different ways in which a committee can recommend changes to a bill it is considering? 
15. How can a committee formally dispose of a bill or amendment without directly voting against it?

16. Does the committee’s report have to specify how each committee member voted on the question of whether to report a bill to the chamber? 

a. Yes

b. No

17. Can a committee member vote by proxy if he or she is not present?
a. Yes

b. No

18. What is the purpose of the Union Calendar?

19. Under ordinary procedure, how quickly can a bill that has been reported be taken up and debated by the full chamber?

a. 1 day

b. 3 days

c. 7 days

d. 14 days

20. Can a bill be placed on the Union Calendar before every committee has reported it? 

a. Yes

b. No

21. Who typically manages a bill on the floor?

22. How should you address Jim Jackson, the Democratic Representative from Missouri’s 1st district, when speaking against his proposal on the floor?

a. The Representative of the good state of Missouri

b. My pal Jim

c. Mr. Jackson

d. All of the above

23. What percentage of the chamber must support a bill or amendment that includes a tax increase?

a. Majority

b. 3/5ths

c. 2/3rds

d. 3/4ths

24. What happens when a vote is tied?

a. It passes

b. It fails

c. A re-vote is required

25. What proportion of the legislature must support a request for a recorded vote? 
a. 1/10th of the legislature

b. 1/5th of the legislature

c. 1/3 of the legislature

d. 1/2 of the legislature

26. What floor motion, if adopted, ends further debate on a bill or amendment?

a. Motion for the previous question

b. Motion to reconsider

c. Motion to cut

d. Motion to discharge the legislature

27. Which is a purpose of a Special Rule?
a. To give the leadership greater control over floor scheduling

b. To bring a bill to the floor that is not at the top of the Union calendar

c. To place additional restrictions on amendments or debate

d. All of the above

28. Does a Special Rule require the support of a majority of legislators before it takes effect?  

a. Yes

b. No

29. Can a Special Rule prohibit amendments to a bill? 
a. Yes

b. No

30. What procedure forces a committee to send a bill to the floor? 

a. King of the Mountain rule

b. Table motion

c. Discharge petition
d. Division rule
31. Which special procedure is the most likely to be used to speed up consideration of non-controversial legislation?
a. Suspension of the rules

b. Discharge petition

c. Motion to recommit

32. What is the purpose of Calendar Wednesday?

33. Who ensures that the rules of procedure are followed? 

a. The Speaker

b. Members of the legislature

c. The parliamentarian

d. All of the above

34. What does it mean to say that a rule is not self-enforcing?

a. It applies only to the extent that members are object if it is not applied correctly. For example, a quorom of legislators must be present to do business, but this matters only if a member makes a point of order that a quorom is not present. 

b. A is the correct answer

c. A and b are correct

35. Can the legislature pass a bill when a majority of members are not present? 

a. Yes, unless the vote is recorded where the absence of a quorum would be noted
b. No, the legislature cannot act unless a majority of members are present 
36. Under ordinary procedure, how much total time is available to debate a bill on the LegSim floor? How does this compare to the time provided in the real House of Representatives?

a. 20 minutes instead of an hour

b. 10 minutes instead of a day

c. 2 minutes instead of 5 minutes

37. Under ordinary procedure, how much total time is available to debate an amendment on the LegSim floor (not on-line)? How does this compare to the time allowed in the real House of Representatives?

a. 20 minutes instead of an hour

b. 10 minutes instead of a day

c. 2 minutes instead of 5 minutes

38. What type of floor amendment is not allowed under ordinary procedure? 

a. Big amendments

b. Non-germane amendments

c. Profligate amendments

d. All of the above

39. When are privileged questions, such as a motion to override a Presidential veto  in order under ordinary procedure?

40. Do the rules require that a bill be read in its entirety before it can be debated? Explain.

41. How does the “previous question” motion prevent filibusters, or dilatory behavior?

42. Are any amendments in order after the motion for the previous question has been adopted?

43. Can the Speaker postpone the final vote on a bill?

a. Yes

b. No

44. When can a the motion to recommit be offered?
45. What is the purpose of a motion to recommit “with instructions?”

46. What is an unfunded mandate?
a. It is when your date forgets his wallet

b. It is when the federal government requires states to act but does not fully cover the costs of the new requirement. 

c. Both a and b

47. What is a pocket veto?

a. The president vetoes a bill but does not inform Congress
b. The President does not act on a bill and it becomes law without his/her signature

c. The President signs a bill shortly before Congress adjourns

d. Congress adjourns before the President either signs or vetoes the bill

48. Must Congress hold a vote on whether to override a President’s veto?

a. Yes
b. No

49. What percentage of the House must vote to override a veto?

a. Majority

b. 2/3rds

c. 3/4ths
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