Final Task - “Letter to the Folks Back Home”

112th Congress

Introduction:

Now that the 1st Session of the 112th Congress has concluded—Sine Die—it is time to think about telling your constituencies what you did for them.  Below, you will find a list of items you need to include in your letter home.  Do not be limited by this list—included anything you feel could help you get re-elected.  Remember, you now have a record to defend!
This letter should be professional quality, carefully proofed, and demonstrate knowledge of the proper role of legislators.
Your letter MUST be typed, double-spaced, in 12 point font. 
1.  In what ways did your bill assist your constituency?  In what ways did your bill assist your political party?

a. Please think here about Trustee or Delegate—What role did you play?  Explain your representative philosophy.
b. What measurable outcome was your bill designed to achieve?
2. How did you serve your constituency, ideology and party in your committee work?  Discuss debates, any amendments offered, and your votes cast.  
3.  In what ways were your floor votes and floor speeches consistent with your party’s goals and objectives?  In addition, how did your votes best represent your constituency?

a. Please think here about the role of political parties and your legislative district—What did you do for your party?  

b. Did you follow the dictates of your Leaders?  If so, why?  If not, why not?  

c. How do you believe your votes will be received by your district?   
4. As a legislator you made certain choices (even inaction is a choice!) to take advantage of the legislative process.  Defend those choices. 

a. Why did you run for committee chair / leadership position?  What did this role allow you to DO for your district?  Or the federal government—Delegate / Trustee?  If you were a ranking member, this is your opportunity to justify how you used that role to advance that agenda.  If you cannot demonstrate that you took ownership of that role, you will not receive efficacy points for it!   

b. Not everyone can have a leadership position or will be dominant on a committee but constituents still expect to be served. What will you say to your constituents about how well you served them in your role as legislator, even if you did not serve in leadership? 
5.  What parts of the legislative process seemed to get in the way?  Why? 
a. What do you believe contributed to this legislative frustration?
b. Did YOU contribute to this problem?  Think about your use of amendments, roll call votes, etc.
Final thoughts:

This is your LAST chance to explain yourself for this Congress.  This is your defense of your record and yourself as a legislator.  If you were absent, you need to explain it; if you were unprepared for a class vote, you need to explain it to your constituency; if you voted in a manner that did not benefit your district, you need to explain it.  Everything you did – or did not do needs an explanation to your constituents.  That is your job as a legislator, because in the world of politics, someone is ALWAYS watching!
The following Criteria must be met in order to Meet Expectations:
____ Explicitly discusses personal political ideology and makes clear how (numerous) legislative actions were linked to ideology.
_____ Explicitly discusses the needs of his/her constituency and is able to explain how (numerous) legislative actions were in the best interest of their district.

____ Discusses their identity as delegate or trustee.

____ Letter explicitly discusses their party affiliation and explains how party interests were served and balanced with ideology and district concerns.  

____ Letter is proofed with minimal typos.

____ Letter is typed and correctly formatted.

____ Letter traces legislative actions from throughout the project cycle to articulate a clear legislative agenda.

____ Letter sufficiently explains/owns up to flaws in his/her legislative record. 

____ Letter demonstrates clear understanding of the legislative process and the role of a legislator.

____ Letter is written in appropriate tone—formal & persuasive.

Exceeds expectations:

____ Letter can cite specific examples of leadership.

____ Letter contains no typos

____ Letter makes a sophisticated argument about the balance struck as a legislator between party, ideology, and constituency.

___Letter makes a creative and compelling argument for re-election based on legislative record. 
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