Note: These examples may or may not be appropriate to your course.  Feel free to modify (e.g. you may have different assigned readings) or create new ones. If you do create a new one that you would like to share with other instructors, please send it to johnw@legsim.org!

QUESTION 1

Instructions (please read carefully): 

The purpose of the journal question is to connect what you are studying to your experiences in the simulation. Your journal response should be in creative essay form, and should demonstrate comprehension of the required readings.

You need to cite the specific sections of each reading that was central to crafting your response. The deadline for this entry is this Sunday, October 16th, at 11:59 pm. 

Congratulations on your recent election! The legislative session is about to start and you have assembled a smart and enthusiastic staff from all over your state. It's now time to lay out your vision so that these staff will be able to speak and act on your behalf. They are all smart and ambitious, and they're not going to stick around if they sense that all you care about is getting reelected - what fun is that? 

They want to hear your vision, esteemed REPRESENTATIVE. They want to be inspired to go out there and battle! Use what you have read about representation and what you know about your district to chart a legislative agenda that reflects your own policy goals but is not suicidal. Discuss what you hope to accomplish, what support is key to your reelection, and how you expect to be able to pursue your personal goals and still get reelected.

QUESTION 2

Instructions (please read carefully): 

The purpose of the journal question is to connect what you are studying to your experiences in the simulation. Your journal response should be in creative essay form, and should demonstrate comprehension of the required readings.

You need to cite the specific sections of each reading that was central to crafting your response. The deadline for this entry is this Sunday, October 30th, at 11:59 pm. 

Some legislators decided to form party caucuses, but few have joined these caucuses. This is a good time to make a decision. Are you going to join the Democratic or Republican caucus? If you are (or have), why? If you are not going to, why not? 

What purposes do parties serve in legislatures? Why have them? What are the potential benefits of party organizations? What are the potential costs? 

Given what you know about parties in legislatures, how will your decision better serve your legislative goals?

QUESTION 3

Instructions (please read carefully): The purpose of the journal question is to connect what you are studying with your experiences in the simulation. 

Your response should be in creative essay form, and draw closely from the readings. Please cite the specific sections of each reading that was central to your response.

Doug Arnold describes three general strategies for coalition building. 

1) Briefly describe the purpose of one of your major bills

2) Click on the profile of the 5th representative below you on the list of member profiles (Go to the top of the list if necessary). Briefly describe this member's interests, ideology, and district. 

3) Based on Arnold's discussion, what specific arguments would you make to persuade this member to support your bill? 

3) What modifications might you be willing to propose to increase the likelihood that this member would support your bill, but without seriously undermining its purpose or generating substantial additional opposition?

4) How might you try to structure floor consideration of your bill to make it easier for this member to support your bill?

QUESTION 4

You have been assigned as the opponent of another legislator. 

1) Carefully review and describe the politics of the real world district that this incumbent represents (you will want to go beyond the brief description s/he provided on her profile). 

Now, take a look at her or his indicated interests, ideology, and legislative record to date (committee membership, sponsored and cosponsored bills, votes, statements). 

1) Draft a 15 second (max 100 words) "retrospective" radio advertisement that you would run if you were challenging this incumbent in the 2006 general election campaign in her or his district.

2) Explain why this focus makes the BEST sense for the district and your chances of defeating him/her. Which elements of her/his constituency are you targeting and why is their support critical to who wins the election? 

Clarifications:

1. The ad's content must directly relate to the incumbent's record in office and the district she represents. 2. It cannot focus on the fact that the incumbent missed votes or committee meetings - that's just too easy! 3. Be sure to make connections between your strategy and what you have learned about congressional elections from the readings (including citations).

