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Geography 349

Response Paper 5:

Subnational, regional impacts of trade liberalization

If your last name begins with A-K, read the Barnes article and write answers to the first set of questions below.    If your last name begins with L-Z, read the Coughlin & Wall article and write answers to the second set of questions below.   Please use complete sentences, but be brief – no more than 750 words total. 

Barnes
1) What proportion of Canada’s total production of goods and services is exported to the US?

2) Explain staples theory in your own words, including its two different implications for (national) economic development.
3) Most basically, what factors determine the effect of international trade on the economic fortunes of different regions within a country?
4) What is “Fordism”?  When and why did it end?

5) Briefly explain why Canadian regions (i.e., groups of provinces) experienced such different economic trends during the 1980s.

6) Briefly explain why, within British Columbia, Chemainus, Port Alberni, and Vancouver experienced such different economic trends during the 1980s.

Coughlin & Wall
1) What are the estimates of the effect of NAFTA on overall US exports?  US exports to Canada?  To Mexico?
2) Why is it difficult to estimate the economic effect of NAFTA (or any other specific instance of trade liberalization)?

3) How would you characterize the differing effects of NAFTA on US regions?

4) How would you try to explain the differing effects of NAFTA on US regions?

