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Assignment #06: HTML / Web Page Design / Web Publishing

Due: Monday, 10 May 2004
Short description:

Thanks for those excellent site maps you made last week.  Ms. Kelley was really pleased with quality of your work.  As I worked with Ms. Kelley to help her decide which sitemap to choose, we started to talk about some of the key issues in technical communication (audience, design principles, usability, etc.).  I found myself wanting to be able to refer her to some resources on those issues.  

This leads to the current project.  I’d like us to develop a webpage devoted to resources in technical communication.  This would be something that we could recommend that our clients visit for general information.  It would also enable us to point to resources that address specific questions/issues that come up.  I am envisioning a single webpage for now (although this clearly could develop into a much larger project/website).  
As with other assignments, I would like to see some alternative solutions from each of you before we settle on the final design.  So, I’d like to see each of you develop a solution for the resources page.  We can then synthesize your ideas next week. 
Requirements:

Your assignment is to create a single webpage devoted to resources for technical communication (i.e., a “Technical Communication Resources” webpage).  The design and implementation of the page should address the following requirements:

1. Technical Requirements:  Each web page should
· Include links to15+ resources.  Resources could include (but are not limited to) websites and books related to TC, and examples of good and poor technical communication.  Also, each resource should be briefly described (i.e., approximately one sentence) so that the user has a sense of the resource.  

· Include at least one of the following HTML elements: heading, hypertext link, table, image, and alt tag.  This will permit you to practice/demonstrate your HTML skills,
· Be published to the Internet.  You will submit the URL that takes a user to the webpage.  

· Contain HTML that you understand.  You may use any software to code your HTML.  However, because this assignment is intended to provide you with the opportunity to become directly familiar with HTML, I encourage you to complete this assignment by “hand coding” the HTML using a text editor such as WordPad.  Through this experience, you will gain knowledge about HTML that will help you debug HTML (including HTML created automatically by a program such as Dreamweaver or Frontpage). 

2. Team/Branding Requirements: Each web page should 

· Contain elements that clearly link it to the organization (e.g., similar colors, fonts, graphics elements).

3. Usability Requirements:  Each web page should 

· Take into account relevant aspects of usability such as readability, visibility, understandability, and scannability. 

4. Effectiveness Requirements:  Each web page should 

· Satisfy the goals mentioned in this assignment and also additional goals determined by the team/individual designer.  This implies a need for the designer to clearly state his/her goals in the rationale

Objectives of this assignment:

· To gain familiarity with the processes of developing web pages/web sites

· To gain familiarity with HTML

· To identify web design issues that will be addressed in later classes.

· To provide an opportunity to practice skills learned earlier in the course. 

Tips:

· In thinking about possible TC resources, you might reread the description you wrote during the first week of the quarter.  You might also look at the list of required TC courses.

· There is a wealth of HTML information on the web.  The UW has provided useful materials/links at http://www.washington.edu/computing/web/publishing/author.html.

· As a student, you can publish web documents on a UW server.  To do this, follow the instructions located at: http://students.washington.edu/
Submission:

This assignment is due in E-Portfolio by the start of class.  Each student will submit two items:  1) a URL and 2) a design rationale.  

