Web Design:  HTML
TC310: The Computer in Technical Communication

During today’s class, we will be covering the following:

· HTML Basics – Exploring the basic structure of HTML documents 

· HTML Creation – Creating a simple web page using basic HTML commands

These activities have the following goals:

· Take the magic out of Dreamweaver (a program that supports web design)

· Prepare you to debug code created by Dreamweaver

· Prepare you to appreciate what Dreamweaver does for you

· Engender questions that will promote broader, deeper, and richer learning 

Part 1:  Understanding HTML
Framing Question:  What is HTML?

Try it yourself:  Let’s look at some HTML…

a. In the browser, open Usability.html and then select View/Source from menus.  You are now viewing the HTML “code” that created this file. 

· How does the HTML map to the output you see on the screen?

· What specific “commands” do you see?

b. In the browser, open the main UW webpage.  

· How did they achieve the layout that they used?

Discussion:  Why is it valuable to know something about HTML code, when programs like Dreamweaver can effectively shield you from the code?

Part 2:  Creating a web page

In this part of the activity, you will take web page content located on the class website, and format is as an html document.  A model will be provided in class.  At the end of this activity, students will be able to create HTML pages with the following functionality: 

· Title 

· Headings, Paragraphs, and Emphasized text

· Lists and Tables

· Links to other pages

· Images and Background Images

1. Create basic page 

· Create a file in “notepad”

· Type the following text in the file 

<title>Usability: An Important TC Topic</title>

· Add the following tags at the end of your usability.html file

<body>USABILITY TEXT GOES HERE</body>

· Save the file as “usability.html”

· View your html page:  

In a browser, select file/open, select browse, navigate to the local location of your file, and select your file.

2. Get a running start - Add all of the text.

· Copy text from the “Text for Practice Webpage” document available on the class website

· Paste this text between the between the begin body tag (<body>) and the end body tag (</body>), replacing the phrase, “USABILITY TEXT GOES HERE”. 

· Save and View – Note that there are few breaks!

3. Add formatting

· Add font formatting and spacing

· Add header tags and paragraph breaks as needed

· Add emphasis tags as needed

· Save and View.

· Add lists to the page

· Add tags that transform “Useful web links” into “unordered list”

· Add tags that transform “important steps” information into “ordered list”

· Save and View.

4. Add a table.

· Following the instructions about creating tables, transform the “names” and “why famous” information into a table. 

· Save and View.

5. Make links live

· Following the instructions about adding links, transform the web link information into live web links. 

· Save and View.

6. Add Graphic Images

· Add Graphic Image

· Find the “UseIT.com” screen shot on the class website, and save it to the save local location as your usability.html file.

· Add the image.
<IMG src="06-useit.bmp" align=right>

· Right align the image. 

· Save and View.

· Add  a background image

· Find the “book.jpg” screen shot on the class website, and save it to the save local location as your usability.html file.

· Modify the <body> tag as follows: 
<body bgcolor="white" Text="black" background="book.jpg">

· Save and View.

� For questions related to HTML syntax, refer to the PowerPoint presentation associated with this tutorial. 
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