University of Washington

Department of Technical Communications

TC 310, Spring 2003

Assignment #10: Self Evaluation / Learning Portfolio

Assigned:  Monday, 2 June 2003
Due: Monday, 9 June 2003
Your final assignment is to create a portfolio providing evidence of your learning in TC310.  Assessing one’s own performance and learning is an important professional skill.    
A portfolio provides an excellent means for documenting learning, and one being increasingly used in the assessment of writing and teaching.  A portfolio is powerful as an assessment tool for two reasons.  First, a portfolio is a learner-centered assessment in that the learner decides what should be considered in assessing their learning.  Second, the person developing the portfolio can examples of their work (via artifacts) in order to provide evidence for claims that they are making about their learning.  The strongest claims about learning are the ones associated with the strongest, most believable evidence. 

As a professional technical communicator, you readily realize that audience analysis is an important tool for understanding what is required of any writing activity.  This portfolio assignment is no exception.  The learning portfolio at least two audiences – yourself and the TC310.  As you are working to develop the portfolio, you might spend time considering the goals, knowledge, psychological state, and other considerations associated with these two audiences and how they might affect the design of the portfolio.    
Requirements: 

1. You should create the portfolio using E-portfolio.  

2. The portfolio should have a total of six pages:

a. one page devoted to each of the five course learning objectives and
b. one “wildcard” page in which you describe a dimension of your learning in the course that is distinct from the stated course learning objectives.  

3. Each portfolio page should include a description of your learning relative to the course objective and one or more artifacts from the course that provide evidence of this learning.  The description should clarify the relationship of the artifact(s) to the points you are making about your learning.  Additionally, each description should include concrete, specific points.  You should aim for about 300 words per page (note that this document is approximately 450 words).  
4. The portfolio should have an overview statement that introduces the portfolio.  This statement could provide a general roadmap.  This statement could also be used to provide an assessment of your overall grade for the quarter and justify your assessment.  
Submission:

This assignment is due on E-Portfolio by Monday, 9 June 2003.  You will submit a single URL.  You will not need to submit a key features statement, design rationale, or learning reflection.







