Web Design / Dreamweaver
Tutorial 1

TC 310
In this tutorial, we will address the following issues, related to web design & Dreamweaver:  

· Defining a website, in general and in Dreamweaver

· Basic webpage design in Dreamweaver (page properties, links, images, etc.)

These activities have the following goals:

· Provide you with additional ideas for next assignment 

· Raise your awareness of possibilities

· Engender questions that will promote broader, deeper, and richer learning 

· Increase your effectiveness with using the help system

Setting the Context:

In this tutorial, you will extend your work with the webpage on usability, by starting to develop a website called “TC Topics.”  You will start by creating a local copy of the website files and configuring Dreamweaver to point to the files.  In Dreamweaver, this configuration step is called “defining a site”.  Next you will use basic Dreamweaver functionality to modify the website pages, and then publish the site. 

Topics:

1.  Defining a site, in general and in Dreamweaver 

· Begin with a copy of a website already in progress…

· Download the file “TC-Topics.zip”

· Unzip the file, taking care to note where you put the contents of the zip file. 

· Define a “New Site” within Dreamweaver

· Pay attention to demo!

· Some questions for discussion

· What exactly is the “New Site” function doing?

· What are the benefits of letting Dreamweaver know where your site is

· Simulate leaving and returning to Lab

· Log off / Log on 

· Start Dreamweaver

· Does Dreamweaver remember your site? If not, go through the “New Site” dialogue again. 

2.  Getting Familiar with Dreamweaver

· Explore the new site within Dreamweaver

· Become familiar with the following elements in the Dreamweaver workspace

· Menus – File, Edit, View, Insert, Modify, Text, Commands, Site, Window, Help

· Standard Toolbar

· Document toolbar

· Insert bar 

· Context menus (right click)

· Properties Inspector

· Panel Groups

3.  Update the site with Simple edits to the main page, “index.htm”

· Open the webpage “index.htm”.

· Change the background color of the page

· Transform the list of topics into an HTML list

· Add a link to the usability.htm page (using the existing label usability).

· Add an image to the page (find an image, put it in the Assets folder, then insert it). 
Note:  You can find many useful images by following the image tab at www.google.com.
4.  Publish your “TC-Topics” website

To publish a website, you simply move all necessary files to a web accessible file space (e.g., the public_html folder).  During the initial “publishing”, you need to transfer all files to the new file space.  Subsequently, you only need to transfer the files that have been changed.  

· Use FTP to “publish” your website. 
5.  Add another page to the website and republish

· Add the new page

· In Dreamweaver, create a new page

· Add the following text as a heading 1, “Information Design”

· Add the phrase “return to home”

· Transform the phrase “return to home” into a link to the index.htm page.

· Save the page as “informationDesign.htm”

· Edit the main page (index.htm) to point to the new page.

· Transform the existing text “Information Design” into a link that points to the new page. 

· Save the main page

· Republish your website

· FTP the new page “informationDesign.htm” to your web folder

· FTP the index page, “index.htm” to your web folder (since it was updated) 

· Explore your new site

Hints:

· URLs are case sensitive.  If your links are not work, check that the file names have the correct combination of upper and lowercase letters

· Test (publish) early and often! 

· When you log back on to Dreamweaver, your site will not automatically appear.  You will probably need to go through the “New Site” process again.  Have no fear – this process does not create anything new (really).  Rather, it simply point to existing location.  

