Graphics, Photoshop, and Storyboarding

TC 310: Photoshop Tutorial 1
During today’s class, we will be covering the following dimensions of Adobe Photoshop:

· Interface – Because Photoshop is an Adobe product, it differs from Microsoft products. 

· Layers – Layers are a critical feature to the way Photoshop works.

· Selecting / Copying / Cutting / Moving Items – There are a wide variety of ways to select parts of an image in order to work with it.

· Creating Text – Adding text is not too bad, if you know what is happening… 

These activities have the following goals:

· Provide you with additional ideas for next assignment (particularly for storyboards)

· Raise your awareness of possibilities

· Engender questions that will promote broader, deeper, and richer learning 

· Increase your effectiveness with using the help system

Part A – Start with a “Challenge” 

The university has asked you to help them visualize the impact of a couple of change to their website:  (a) modifications to the background for all pages and (b) adding a label to the “utility links” area.   One way to explore changes to a website is by copying website images into Photoshop and then using Photoshop selection, layers, text, and graphic features to implement the changes.  In this exercise, we will use Photoshop to create a storyboard illustrating such a modified site. 

Part B – Explore the End Product – The Photoshop File

· Download / open the photoshop file “UW-Storyboard.psd” 
(available from the main page of the class website). 

· Explore the file 

· Quick orientation to Layers

· Experiment with “turning the layers off and on”

· Discuss:  

· How does this file constitute a storyboard?

· Why is it useful to have the utility links and background on separate layers?

Part C – Quick orientation to Photoshop

· Layers palette (specifically, insert, rename, active layer, and moving layers)

·  Selection tools (specifically rectangular marquee, magic wand, polygon)

Part D – Creating the Storyboard file

1. Get Started

a. Create new Photoshop file 

b. Save new Photoshop file as UW-Storyboard-Draft

2. Create layers corresponding to sample website pages

a. Create layer with image of main page

i. Put image of UW Website Main Page www.washington.edu on clipboard 
(To copy contents of a Microsoft window, use Alt-printscreen)

ii. Paste image of www.washington.edu into file you just created

iii. Rename layer – “Page 1 – Main Page”

b. Create layer with image of second page

i. Repeat above steps to create layer called “Page 2 – Students” that contains image of the page at http://www.washington.edu/students 

3. Modifications to background layer

a. Remove background present in each page.  

i. Go to layer – “Page 1 – main Page”

ii. Select “magic wand tool”

iii. Click on the white background area (all white elements of image should be selected)

iv. Use either “Cut” or “Clear” to delete the background

v. Repeat for “Page 2 – Students”

b. Explore changes to the now visible background layer. 

4. Modifications to Utility Links

a. Create layer with image of utility links

i. Go to layer “Page 1 – Main page”

ii. Select the utility links area of the page (e.g., Search, Directories, Reference Tools) using the Rectangular Marquee selection tool

iii. Cut the utility links

iv. Create New layer (and ensure the new layer is active)

v. Paste utility links into new layer

vi. Rename Layer – “Background – utility links”

b. Remove utility links from Main Page and Students Page

i. Go to layer “Page 1 – Main Page”

ii. Select the utility links area of the page with rectangular marquee tool

iii. Cut/clear to remove utility links

iv. Repeat for layer “Page 2 – Students”

c. Add label above utility links with title “Utility Links”

i. Clink on “Type Tool” (shaped like a “T”)

ii. Click above utility links (this will create a new layer --- all text goes in separate layers)

iii. Type “Utility Links”

iv. Click on the “Move Tool” 

v. Position Text where it should be

vi. Try editing text… 

5. Explore Final Storyboard 

a. View Main page and Student page by turning on necessary layers.

