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Abstract Let X, ..., X, be ii.d. random vectors in RY with [ X1]] < B. Then, we
show that
1
= (X1 X

7

converges to a Gaussian in quadratic transportation (also known as “Kantorovich” or

“Wasserstein”) distance at a rate of O (%), improving a result of Valiant and

Valiant. The main feature of our theorem is that the rate of convergence is within log n
of optimal for n, d — oo.

Mathematics Subject Classification 60F05

1 Introduction

The central limit theorem states thatif X1, X», ..., X, are independent and identically
distributed random variables, then S, = \/Lﬂ >, X; is approximately Gaussian. It
is well-known that by various metrics the distance from Gaussian decays at a rate of
n~ Y2 for example, the celebrated Berry—Esseen bound states that |[P(S < 7) —P(Z <
N =0 (n’l/ 2E|X; |3). Moreover, this bound is optimal to within a constant.

The same principle holds if we allow the X; to be R?-valued, and an extensive
literature was developed, tracing back at least to the 1940’s [4] (see also [5] and
references therein), around establishing multivariate central limit theorems with good
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convergence rates. One new consideration that arises in the multivariate setting is that
the convergence rate is expressed in terms of not only » but also the dimension d. This
dependence on d, and in particular when d is growing with n, was studied by Nagaev
[17], Senatov [22], Gotze [15], Bentkus [2], and Chen and Fang [13], among others.
These works focus on convergence in probabilities of convex sets, which we will call
convergence in convex-indicator (CI) distance.

In addition to being a natural question, obtaining good dependence on dimension
has recently been of interest in various applications. Bubeck and Ganguly [12] prove a
central limit theorem for Wishart matrices (relevant to random geometric graphs, see
also [11]), and Chernozhukov et al. [14] prove a central limit theorem for maxima of
sums of independent random vectors (with applications in high-dimensional statistical
inference). Another relevant work is that of Valiant and Valiant [24],! who prove central
limit theorems for transportation distance and generalized multinomial distributions
and use them to construct lower bounds for estimating entropy.

In this paper, we prove a multivariate central limit theorem for quadratic transporta-
tion distance whose rate of convergence is within log n of optimal in both the number
of summands n and the dimension d, improving the result of Valiant and Valiant [24].
To our knowledge, this is the first general multivariate central limit theorem whose
convergence rate is optimal to within logarithmic factors in both n and d, albeit not for
the CI metric that is most commonly studied in the literature.> Additionally, we believe
that the method of proof based on Talagrand’s transportation inequality, described in
Sect. 1.2, is of independent interest. We also note that in certain regimes our result
implies stronger bounds in CI distance than what is known in the existing literature,
as elaborated in Sect. 1.1.

To state the result, recall that for two probability measures x and v on R? and a
number p > 1, the L? transportation distance® Wp (e, v) is defined to be

Wy, v) = ( inf /le —yII” dV(x,y)>p,

yel(u,v)

where I'(11, v) is the space of all probability measures on R¢ x R? with 4 and v as
marginals. In other words, W, (i, v) measures how closely u and v may be coupled.
If X and Y are random variables with distributions w and v, respectively, we will also
write

W, (X, Y) = W,(, v).

Our main result is the following theorem concerning the L? (or “quadratic”) trans-
portation distance.

I See [25] for the full version.

2 1t should be noted that the bounds obtained by Bubeck and Ganguly [12] are also optimal to within
logarithmic factors, but they are specific to Wishart matrices. We mention also the work of Bentkus and Gotze
[3], which obtains optimal bounds for quadratic forms under certain somewhat specialized assumptions.

3 Other names appearing in the literature include “Monge—Kantorovich distance”, “Kantorovich distance”,
and “Wasserstein distance”. We refer to [26] for a historical discussion of the concept.

@ Springer



A high-dimensional CLT in W, distance with near... 823

Theorem 1.1 Let X1, ..., X, beindependent random vectors with mean zero, covari-
ance ¥, and || X;|| < B almost surely for eachi. Let S, = \/L;l Yo', Xi, and let Z be

a Gaussian with covariance X. Then,

5vdB(1 + logn)
— A

This bound improves by a factor of J/d the result of Valiant and Valiant [24], who

obtain under the same assumptions a O (dﬁl%) bound for W, distance. In fact,

W (S, Z) <

Theorem 1.1 is within a logn factor of optimal, in the sense that one cannot have a
convergence rate faster than O (v/dB/+/n), as shown by the following proposition.

Proposition 1.2 Let (X;)!_,, Sy, Z, and B be as in Theorem 1.1. Suppose further that
the X; take values in the lattice ﬂZd. Then,

lim inf /aWa(Sy, Z) > @.
n—oo

The proof is routine and is given in “Proof of Proposition 1.2” of Appendix section;
it is based on the fact that a typical point in R? will be a distance O (+/d ) from the
closest point in SZ4.

Several other works in the literature have studied central limit theorems for W,
distance. In the multivariate setting, the recent work of Bonis [10] proves a O (1/4/n)
convergence rate for ¥V, distance under the assumption E|| X ||4 < 00. However,
Bonis’ result does not have an explicit dependence on the dimension, which is the
main point of this paper.

We mention also the work of Rio (see [19,20]), who analyzed for the one-
dimensional setting convergence in V), distance under various moment assumptions.
For W5, he proves a O (1/4/n) convergence rate under the assumption of finite fourth
moments; we refer the reader to [19] for statements about other values of p. An alter-
native proof of Rio’s result for YW, was given by Bobkov [7] (see also [8]). We note
that Talagrand’s transportation inequality also makes an appearance in [7], but the way
it is used is substantially different from the approach of this paper.

The above literature leads us to believe that Theorem 1.1 can be improved to remove
the logn factor (this was also conjectured in [24]). We remark that the extra logn
factor in our proof comes from a harmonic series arising from repeated applications
of Lemma 1.6 below.

1.1 Comparison with convex-indicator bounds

For two measures « and v on R, we define the convex-indicator (CI) distance A¢;
by

Acr(p,v) = sup  |u(A) —v(A)l,

ACR4 convex
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824 A. Zhai

and as with W, distance, we will write Ay (X, Y) = A¢y(u, v) if X has distribution
@ and Y has distribution v. As mentioned earlier, CI distance is perhaps the most
widely studied metric in the high-dimensional central limit theorem literature (see
e.g. [2,6,15,17,21,22]). The best convergence rate seems to be due to Bentkus [2].
For simplicity, we state his theorem in the i.i.d. case (the original paper contains a
somewhat more general formulation).

Theorem 1.3 (Bentkus, i.i.d. case of Theorem 1.1 in [2]) Let X1, ..., X, be i.i.d. RY-

1
valued random variables with mean zero, identity covariance, and (E|| X ||3) 3 = Bs.
Let S, = \Lﬁ Z?:] Xi, and let Z be a standard Gaussian. Then, there is a constant C
such that

cd'/4p3
N

Note that this recovers the Berry—Esseen bound for d = 1. Nagaev [17] established
earlier that this bound is within @'/ of optimal in the sense that there exist examples
which would contradict the above theorem if d '/ were replaced with some term going
to zero as d — oco. However, the family of examples in [17] is for a specific relation
between n, d, and B3, which, as we shall see, may not be representative of the behavior
of many natural cases.

Although our result is for YW, distance, when the dimension d fixed, convergence
in WV, distance to a Gaussian implies convergence in probabilities of convex sets.*
Specifically, we have the following proposition.

Aci(Sy, Z) <

Proposition 1.4 Let T be any R?-valued random variable, and let Z be a standard
d-dimensional Gaussian. Then, for a universal constant C,

Aci(T, Z) < CdSWh(T, Z)3 .

For the short proof (involving Gaussian surface area of convex sets), see “Proof of
Proposition 1.4” of Appendix section. Applying Proposition 1.4 to Theorem 1.1, we
have the following corollary.

Corollary 1.5 Let X1, ..., X, be independent random vectors in RY with mean zero,
identity covariance, and || X;|| < B almost surely for each i. Let S,, = %ﬁ Yo X,
and let Z be a standard Gaussian. Then, for a universal constant C,

Cd? B3 (1 +logn)
1 .

n3

Aci(Sn, Z) <

4 On the other hand, convergence in probabilities of convex sets does not in general imply convergence
in W, distance, and we do not know of any easy way to derive a result similar to Theorem 1.1 from
Theorem 1.3.
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A high-dimensional CLT in W, distance with near... 825

Before we proceed, it should be noted that a few issues arise in comparing high-
dimensional central limit theorems. To start with, concepts such as “third moments”
are less clear-cut. For example, for an R?-valued random variable X = (X1,..., X2,
both E[|X]]? and Z?:l E|X;|? are potentially reasonable generalizations of the one-
dimensional third moment. A related issue is how to normalize covariances. In the
one-dimensional setting, we can always, without loss of generality, normalize X so that
EX? = 1. In higher dimensions, linear transformations on the covariance matrix have
a more complicated effect on quantities such as the aforementioned third moments.

Corollary 1.5 has a suboptimal n~!'/3 dependence on n (compared to the correct
order n~!/2 obtained in Theorem 1.3). Nevertheless, Corollary 1.5 yields better infor-
mation in some cases. Let us suppose that || X| = V/d almost surely; this includes
natural examples such as when X is ++/d times a standard basis vector, with the sign
and the basis vector chosen uniformly at random. Then, we have 8 = 83 = Vd, so
that Theorem 1.3 gives

Cd7/4
Aci(Sy, Z) < PR

while Corollary 1.5 gives

Cd>%(1 + logn)?/3

Aci(Sn, Z2) < 7

We find that the second bound is stronger than the first whenever d = Q(nz/ Ly
where the tilde suppresses logarithmic factors. In particular, note that the second bound
gives Acy(Sy, Z) = o(1) (i.e. says something non-trivial) as soon as d = o(n?),
while the first bound requires d = 0(n*7) .2 In this sense, when || X1|| = ~/d almost
surely, Corollary 1.5 gives convergence for a larger range of d.

We mention here that in high-dimensional settings, d may indeed be as large as a
power of n. For example, the earlier mentioned work of Bubeck and Ganguly [12],
when applied in the context of [11], concerns d ~ n?/3 (after converting to our
notation). The work of Chernozhukov et al. [14] even considers d ~ " for a constant
¢, albeit working under a much weaker notion of convergence.

1.2 Idea of the proof

The proof of Theorem 1.1 follows a Lindeberg-type strategy of gradually replacing
X;’s with Gaussians. However, instead of working with sufficiently smooth test func-
tions, we directly compare probability densities. A major ingredient for accomplishing
this is Talagrand’s transportation inequality. To our knowledge, this variation of the
Lindeberg strategy has not appeared before in the literature, and the idea may be of

5 We remark that even if the 4'/4 in Theorem 1.3 were replaced by a constant as in Nagaev’s lower bound,
it would only give Acy(Sy, Z) = o(1) ford = 0(n1/3), which is still more restrictive than d = 0(n2/5).
Thus, Corollary 1.5 proves that under the assumption || X1 || = Jd, convergence in Ay is actually faster
than indicated by Nagaev’s example (which does not satisfy || X1 || = +/d).
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826 A. Zhai

use in other settings. Our argument rests upon the following key lemma, which bounds
the error arising from replacing X; with a Gaussian.

Lemma 1.6 Let X be a RF-valued random variable with mean 0, covariance X,
and | X|| < B almost surely Let Z; denote a Gaussian of mean 0 and covariance
tY independent of X. Let omm denote the smallest eigenvalue of X. Then, for any

n> ’3 , we have

mm

WZ(Zm Zn—l + X) =<

5VkB
—
Remark 1.1 The assumption on n implies that n > 5k, because

5 5,
nz =5z SEIXP =53 of 2 5k
%k Ok =1
Heuristically, Lemma 1.6 says that when you add an independent random variable
X to aGaussian Z,,_1, the resulting distribution is still nearly Gaussian. The hypothesis
that n be sufficiently large is required to ensure that X is small compared to Z,,_;.
Note that the dimension k appearing in Lemma 1.6 is not necessarily equal to d. This
is a subtle but important point—we will selectively apply the estimate of Lemma 1.6
to only a subset of the coordinates depending on the variance of X in those directions.
Theorem 1.1 follows from repeated applications of Lemma 1.6. To prove
Lemma 1.6, our strategy is to take advantage of the fact that we can explicitly compute
the density of the Gaussian Z,,, and we also have a fairly explicit form for the density
of Z,_1 + X. We can then make precise density estimates, which are conveniently
translated into WV, estimates via (a variant of) Talagrand’s transportation inequality.

1.3 Organization of the paper

The rest of the paper is organized as follows. In Sect. 2, we prove Theorem 1.1 assuming
Lemma 1.6. In Sect. 3, we provide some background on Talagrand’s transportation
inequality needed to prove Lemma 1.6. In particular, whereas the inequality is usually
formulated in the setting of a standard n-dimensional Gaussian, we give a version
for general Gaussians. Finally, Sect. 4 gives the proof of Lemma 1.6, filling in the
technical details of the strategy described above.

2 Proof of Theorem 1.1

We first show how to deduce Theorem 1.1 from Lemma 1.6. Recall however that the
statement of Lemma 1.6 contains a hypothesis that n > 5’23_ . Thus, we will also need
an a priori bound to estimate W, distances for smaller n.mln

Luckily, a naive bound suffices. For any mean-zero random variables X and Y,

coupling them to be independent yields the inequality Wh (X, Y)? < E|| X||2+E| Y.
pling p y quality
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A high-dimensional CLT in W, distance with near... 827

The next lemma is a slight refinement of this observation to consider only a subset of
coordinates.

Lemma 2.1 Let X = (X, ..., Xgp)andY = (Y1, ...,Yy) betwo RY _valued random
variables with mean zero. Moreover, suppose that E (Ye41, ..., Yg) | Y1,...,Yx) =
0. Then,

d
WaX, V)2 = Wa((X1 o, X0, (e Y+ ) (EXZ+EY?).
i=k+1

Proof For copveniegce, define Py : R — R4 by Pr(x1,...,xq3) = (x1,... s Xk 0,
..., 0). Let X and ¥ be a coupling of X and Y given by first sampling Px(X) and
P (Y) according to a coupling such that

E[|Pc(X) — P(Y) | = Wa(Pi(X), Pe(Y))

and then sampling X and Y independently conditioned on Pk(}:( ) and Py (f’). Thus,
X — Pr(X) and Y — P (Y) are independent conditioned on P (X) and Px(Y). Then,

WaX.Y)? <E|X - Y|> =E|X - Y|
= Ell(X — Pc(X) + (Pu(X) — Pe(Y) + (Pu(Y) = D)2
=E|X — P(X)|* + E[| P(X) — P(V)|* + E[| P(Y) — Y|)?
d
= WP (X), P(Y)? + Y (EXZ+EY?).
i=k+1
O
We are now ready for the main proof. The rough idea is to induct simultaneously

on n and the dimension. At each step, if possible, we apply Lemma 1.6 to increase n.
Otherwise, we apply Lemma 2.1 to increase the dimension.

Proof of Theorem 1.1 Using the notation in the statement of the theorem, we can
assume without loss of generality that X takes the form

012 0 0
0 o2 0

Z == .2 . ’
0 0 o7

witho| >0, > --- > 04 > 0. Foreach n > 1, define
n
S}’l = ZXI’
i=1
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828 A. Zhai

and let Z,, denote a Gaussian with covariance nX.
Let P, : R? — RK denote the projection onto the first k coordinates, and for
0 <k <d, define

An ke = Wa(Pe(Sn), Pi(Zy)), Ano=0.
We will prove by induction on n and k that
Ak < SVEB(1 + logn) (1)

foralln > 1 and O < k < d. The theorem then follows by taking k = d.
Let us call (n, k) a good pair if (1) holds. We first prove the base cases. If k = 0,
then (1) holds trivially. If n = 1, then by Lemma 2.1,

Ark = Wa(P(X1), P(Z1) < VEIX1 2 +EIIZ)]2 <28,

so again (1) holds.
For the inductive step, consider any n > 1 and £ > 0. Our inductive hypothesis is
that (n — 1, k) and (n, k — 1) are good pairs, and we will show that (, k) is a good

pair as well. If n > 5[%2, then we may apply Lemma 1.6 to Px(X,), whose covariance

k
is just the top-left k x k submatrix of X. This gives

5V k
Wa(Pe(Znr + Xn)s Pe(Z)) < ‘nfﬁ .

Consequently,

Ank = Wa(Pr(Sp), Pr(Zy)) = Wa(Pr(Su—1 + Xn), Pe(Zyn))
=< WZ(Pk(Sn—l + Xl’l)v Pk(Zn—l + Xn)) + W2(Pk(Zn—1 + Xl’l)v Pk(Zn))

<Ap_1x+ S“fﬂ < 5vVkp (1 +log(n — 1) + %) < 5VkB(1 + logn).

Otherwise, if n < 5%2’ then by Lemma 2.1, we have

k

2 2 2
Ak = Aj gy + 200y

< 25(k — )B%(1 + logn)? + 108 < 25kB>(1 + logn)>.

We see in both cases that (n, k) is a good pair, completing the induction and the
proof. O
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A high-dimensional CLT in W, distance with near... 829

3 A transportation inequality

It remains only to prove Lemma 1.6. As described earlier, the strategy we use is
to translate closeness in probability densities into closeness in W, distance. In this
section, we establish the result needed for this purpose, which is based on the following
inequality due to Talagrand.

Theorem 3.1 (Talagrand’s transportation inequality) Let Z be a standard
d-dimensional Gaussian with density p. Let |1 be a probability density on R and
let f(x) = ‘jl—;‘(x). Then,

Wa(u, p)* < 2Ef(Z)log f(Z) = 2D (|| p).

Remark 3.1 We note that the above inequality is sharp: equality holds when Y is

Gaussian with the same covariance as Z, but with a different mean. However, it can be

far from optimal when the density of Y is not very “smooth”; indeed, in the extreme

case where Y is not absolutely continuous with respect to Z, Theorem 3.1 says nothing
2

at all. The need to ensure this “smoothness” explains the requirement that n > Sf in

min

the statement of Lemma 1.6.

Theorem 3.1 is an example of a transportation-information inequality (also known
as transportation-cost inequalities in the literature). Such inequalities were first studied
by Marton [16] who showed their connection to concentration of measure phenomena
(see also [9]).

In [23], Talagrand proves Theorem 3.1 using an inductive argument, following
ideas of Marton [16]. The one-dimensional case is a (non-trivial!) calculus problem.
Higher dimensions then follow by tensorization properties of ¥V, distance and relative
entropy.

However, we cannot directly apply Talagrand’s transportation inequality in our case,
because the covariance of our Gaussian is not the identity. Nevertheless, by modifying
the proof only slightly, we can obtain a version of the inequality that applies to non-
standard Gaussians, as captured in the next proposition.

Proposition 3.2 (Variant of Talagrand’s transportation inequality) Let Z be a d-
dimensional Gaussian having diagonal covariance

of 0 0

0 o5 0
T = 2

0 0 o3

withoy > o0y > -+ > 04 > 0. Let p : RY — R be the density of Z, and let Y be a
R?-valued random variable with density f(x)p(x). Then,

d
Wi, 2)? =2 o? (Ef (2 —Ef(2)?),

i=1
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830 A. Zhai

where f(y is the “averaging” of f along the i-th coordinate defined by

e¢]

f(x+te)p(x +te;) dt

fiy(x) = —=— ,
/ p(x +te;) dt

where e; € RY are unit coordinate vectors.

The proof of Proposition 3.2 uses an elementary lemma involving conditional L?
norms, which is proved in “Proof of Lemma 3.3” of Appendix section.

Lemma 3.3 Let A € A and B € B be independent random variables and consider
any function f : A x B — R. Define

fa:B— R, fab)=E(f(A,B)|B=0)
fB:A—>R, fpa)=E(f(A,B)|A=a).

Then,
Ef(A, B)? + (Ef(A, B))*> > Efa(B)* + Efp(A)>.

Proof of Proposition 3.2 In fact, a slightly stronger inequality holds. In order to state
it, let us define for each 0 < k < d the function

00 00 d d
. /_Oo e [oo f <X+Zi:k+l tie,'> 0 <x+zi:k+l ljei) dtisy ... ditg
[k1(X) = o0 00 d
f .- / P <x + Zi—kJrl tiei> dtis1 ... ditg
—00 —00 -

which may be thought of as the “averaging” of f over all but the first £ coordinates.
Note that fi4) = f and fjo; = 1.
We claim that

’

d
Wa(Y, 2)* <2 of - E(fuy(2) log fuy(Z) — fiu—1)(Z) log fix—1)(2)) . (2)
k=1

This inequality is essentially a byproduct of the proof of Theorem 3.1 (see [23],
section 3). Note that if o = 1 for all &, then the sum in (2) telescopes to

2Ef(Z2)log f(Z2) =2D(Y || 2),
recovering Theorem 3.1. Although (2) is a direct consequence of the arguments in

[23], for the sake of completeness we repeat the proof in “Proof of Equation (2)” of
Appendix section.
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A high-dimensional CLT in W, distance with near... 831

Using (2) and the fact that 7 log# < t2 — ¢, we have

Wh(Y, 2) <2Z‘71< (fi1(2) 108 fix)(Z) = fik—11(Z) 10g fir—11(2))
k=1

d
=207 -E(fia)(2)10g fia)(2)) "‘ZZ(% 1—Gk> (fik=11(D) 1og fix—11(2))
=2

d
5205 (f[d](Z) _f[d](Z)>+2Z<<7k 1—%) (f[k 1](Z) = fik— 1](2))
k=2

=20 E(fin(@? = 1) +2 f(ak 1= ) E(fie-n@? 1)

d
=2) ofE (f[k](z)2 - f[k—l](Z)z)
k=1
Finally, for each k, we claim that

E(fin(@? - fu-n(2?) <E(f@7 = fu(2?). 3

Indeed, this is actually an immediate consequence of Lemma 3.3. To simplify
notation, write Z = (Z’, Z”, Z""), where Z’ denotes the first k — 1 coordinates of Z,
Z" denotes the k-th coordinate, and Z" denotes the last d — k coordinates. In terms
of these variables, we have

(r12.2")]
(f(Z) | 7/, Z///)Z]

(r@?*12)].

Then, applying Lemma 3.3 conditioned on Z’ with A = Z” and B = Z" gives us
precisely (3). Thus, we conclude that

E fi)(2)? =

[

Efu(2)) =E|
E|

Ef(2)) =E|

d
Wa(Y, 2 <2) of -E(£(2) = fin(2)?),

k=1

as desired. O
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4 Proof of Lemma 1.6

We finally conclude by proving Lemma 1.6. Henceforth, we use the notation in the
statement of Lemma 1.6 and assume without loss of generality that

ol 0 0
0 o5 0

E == ,2 )
0 0 of

so that opmin = minj<;<¢ 0;. It is more convenient to work with the normalization
1 .
Y= TEX’ so that ||Y || < % Our goal is then to prove that

5vVk
Wh(Z1, Z1—yyn +Y) < p b

Jn

2
forn > 5’23 .

min

4.1 A density computation

The goal of this subsection is to explicitly compute the density of Z;_1/, + Y and its
marginals needed to apply Proposition 3.2. We will want to use the approximation

L og (14— !
— 10 ~ .
2 8 2—1)  202—1)

To this end, it is convenient to define

i I i
- g1 .
rm =501 2 °g< +n2—1>

Note that since  — 212 < log(1+41t) <t forany ¢t > 0, we have for any n > 2 that

The following lemma gives the formula for the density of Zy 1/, + Y.

Lemma 4.1 Let p be the density of Z, let T be the density of Zi_1/, + Y, and let

_ I
fx) = YIOR Then,

k

20.¥ — n¥? — n(Y)? + o2
Ef(Z)2=E|:eXp (Z 2n7Y Y] — nY: —n(Y;)" + o; _r(n))j|’

2002 _
P 20 (n 1)
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A high-dimensional CLT in W, distance with near... 833

where Y' is an independent copy of Y.

The proof is a straightforward calculation based on the following computational
lemma, proved in “Proof of Lemma 4.2” of Appendix section.

Lemma 4.2 Let Z be a k-dimensional Gaussian with covariance X. Define (u, v)s-1
= (u, 27" and |u| -1 = /{u, u)s-1. Then,

b2 1 k/2
E[exp (alZI% 1 +b(Z, v)z-1) | = exp ( ”””221> ' (1 - 2a) '

2 —4a

Proof of Lemma 4.1 1In the notation of Lemma 4.2, the formula for p is

(x) : ( 2 )
p(x) = —————=cexp| —=lIxl5x1 ) -
J@mk det® 27
We write can 7 in terms of p by

1 x—-Y
T =R T p(dl = 1/n>}

T 1 .1,
=E mexp _m“x_y||2—l+5”x”2—l p(x)

i 1 IxIZ_0  n(x, Y)g  nlYIA
—E|— _ My iyt p)
(1—1/n)"/2eXp( T R — m—2 ) |P®

Then, we have

) 1 X130 Vg Al
f(X)_,O(x)_E|:(1—1/n)k/26Xp(_2n—2+ n—1  m-2 )|

It follows that

2n —2 n—1 2n —2

_ 1ZI2_,  n(Z, Y +Y)s
1 k. - 3 > P
=({1—-1/n) E|:exp< 1 + P

n(IY 12, + 1Y%
. E[exp (_ 22]/1—2 z )

where we have used the fact that for any function «, (E a(Y)?=E (a(Y)ot(Y/)).

2
Ef(2)*=0-1/n)*-E |:exp (— 1215 + nr. VgAYl >j|
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834 A. Zhai

We apply Lemma 4.2 witha = ———, b = - and v = Y + Y’. Note that

n—1° n—1°

1—-2a=1+ % = % The above expression then becomes

—1\K2 2y + Y2
Ef(2)7=a=1/m <n+l) E{“P( 22— 1) )}

n(IY 12 + 1Y% )
‘E _ ) by
{CXP( 21— 1)
k/zE 202(Y, Y )g1 —nllYIZ, — Y2,
X
21 p 2m2—1)
[ (2n2(V, Y ) —n| Y2 , —n|Y'|2 k 1
s 271 E*l
28 + —log| 1+
p( 22— 1) 2 g( n2—1>

k 2 / 2 2
2n7Y;Y: —nY? —n(Y;) 1 1
:E 1 1 1 71 1 -
exp (E 20i2(n2—1) + > og( + P l)):|

i=1

B k ~ 2y v/ 2 72 2
YY) —nYS —n(X;)" +o;
=E | exp (; 26i2(n2 D —r(n)

I
= /S
S
S}

O

Note that any projection of Z1_1,, + Y onto a subset of its coordinates still takes
the form of a Gaussian plus an independent random vector. Therefore, Lemma 4.1 can
also be applied to projections of Z and Y, leading to the following corollary.

Corollary 4.3 Let Y; denote the i-th coordinate of Y. For each 1 <i < k, define

2712Yi Yi/ _ nYiZ _ n(Yi/)2 + ai2
T 202 (n2 — 1)

k
—rn), Q=Y 0
i=1

Then, for each i, we have

Efi) (2> =Eexp| > 0 | =Eexp(Q - Qi)
J#i

where the notation [y follows that of Proposition 3.2.

Proof Let Py : R¥ — RF=! denote the projection onto all but the i-th coordinate.
Then, the result follows by replacing Z; 1/, and Y in Lemma 4.1 with P;)(Z1-1/n)
and P (Y), respectively. O

4.2 Some computational estimates of the Q;

Our strategy was to bound WV, distance via Proposition 3.2, which reduces the prob-
lem to estimating various densities. By Lemma 4.1 and Corollary 4.3, we have now
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expressed the densities of interest in terms of the quantities Q;, so the next step is
2
to estimate the Q;. In what follows, recall that we assumed n > Saiz for each i, and

consequently, n > 5k (see Remark 1.1). Also, recall that by assumpltion we have

2

(o

i<t Ev,—0 and EV?=7
n

Jn
The bounds we obtain are summarized in the next two lemmas.
Lemma 4.4 We have

n?|Y;Y]| 1

1Qil = 2w =1

IQl<1, and |Q— Qi <L

Proof To prove the first inequality, we have

2n2YiYi/ - nYi2 —n (Y'/)2 +0?

| = ! L —r(n
[0l 202 = 1) (n)
2|y 2 1
n iY B
+ +rn
ofm®—1) o*m*—-1 n’>—1 ()
n?|Y;Y/| Lot
ofm2—1) S5m2—1) n*-1 (@>2-1)?
n? |v:v|

< Utuil g
o?(m®—1) 2n

Summing over all i, we obtain

o= o<y (ol 1Y | ﬁ
O o i=1 of(n> =1 2n r%nn(n im1
np? k n? 1
= 2— 3 =< 52-1) + 5 <1,
mm(n - D n (n=—1)

proving the second inequality. The third inequality follows by a similar argument,
except that we omit one of the |Q;| terms in the sum. m]

Lemma 4.5 We have

1
EQ=——— — 4
Qi =—307—py ~ "™ “
e n? 5 n*EY?Y? 1 S
QiQj = n2—12" * 20703 (n? — 1)2 + 2(n2 — 1)2 ®)
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2n2+n+1
2
BQ; < 2(n% — 1)2

nk
E(Q - 0)0; < m

2k
EQ? < ——.
Q"= n?—1
Proof To show (4), we may compute

e

207 (n% — 1)

—o? ai2+ai2

EQ; =

—r(n) =—

1
—2(n2 N —r(n).

To show (5), we have

1 1
EQ;Q; SE[(Qi—m'Fr(n)) (Qj—m+r(n)):|

2
2 PAVR /AN 2 _ /
26;'2(”2 —1) 20]2(}12 -1

4n*EY, Y, YY) + n’E [(Yl.2 +(Y)?) (YJZ + (Y]’.)2>]
B 40202 (n? — 1)
2.2 .2 2 2y2 2 2
_ 4n-o; ajél-j +2n°EY; Yj + 20; o;
4007 (n? —1)2
n? anYl.zY.2 1
= ij + I — + .
(n? —1)? 201.2(7]2(712 — 12 2mn2-1)2

Finally, we can deduce (6), (7), and (8) from (5). Setting i = j in (5) yields

EQ2 - n? n n2EYl.4 n 1
P2 —12  20tn2 - 12 2(n? —1)?
2n? +1 np*EY?

<

= 2(1’12 _ 1)2 20’4(,12 _ 1)2

20 + 1+ p%/o? _2tntl
22— 12~ 2m2 -1’

proving (6). If instead we sum (5) over all j # i, we obtain

2
n 1 k—1
EQ-0)0i<———E|V?Y =V | +——
(Q—-0)0i = 2(7i2(l’l2 _ 1)2 i ; O_j2 J 2(1’12 _ 1)2
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nB? 1, k—1
E[Y —v7|+

< —_— J— J—
= n 20,2 _ 1\2 2 2 _1\2
207(n 1) 7Y 2(n 1)
k=1%ol + 1) _ o nk
2(n? —1)2 ~2n? -1’

proving (7). Finally, adding (6) and (7) and summing over all i, we obtain

%+ n+1+nk
2(n? —1)2

k
EQ? =) (EQ} +E(Q - 0)Q:) <k-
i=l
_kGnPtn+l) _k@n?-—4) 2%
22 —12 —2m2-12 n2-1’

which proves (8). O

4.3 Completing the proof

Proving Lemma 1.6 is now a matter of assembling together all of the bounds we have
established.

Proof of Lemma 1.6 By Proposition 3.2 and Corollary 4.3, we have

k
Wa(Zy, Zi—ijn + Y)2 < 2201-2 (Ef(Z)2 - Ef(i)(Z)z)

i=1
k

=< ZZaizE (eQ — eQ_Q") .
i=1

Thus, it remains to estimate the terms ol.zE (eQ - eQ_Qi). We do this by Taylor
expanding the exponential. Define

1
R(t)=¢ —1—1t— —12,
(t)=e 3

so that
t 12
e =1+t+§t + R(1).

By Lemma 4.5, we can estimate the first and second order terms

1
E(Q—-(Q—-0i)=EQ; < —m
n2+n/2+1/2 nk

2(n? —1)2 2(n? — 1)?

o2 _co_o—r(lo2 oo
ZE(Q (0-0))=E 2Q,-+(Q 00 ) =
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(n +nk—1)+nk 1 nk
20— 12 20— @ o2

To estimate the remainder term R(Q)— R(Q — Q;), note that forany a, b € [—1, 1],

|R(a) — R(b)| = (a—b)z ('"—1+abm—2+---+bm—1)
m= 3

2 2 2 2
<la—bl- Y. ! (“ +b)<|a—b|'(a +b>
- = (m = 1) 2 - 2

=3

2 )2
§|a—b|-(a +b +2(2a b) >_|a—b|-<%a2+(a—b)2>.

In particular, by Lemma 4.4, both Q and Q — Q; arein [—1, 1], so

3
E[R(Q)— R(Q — Q)] <E |:|Qi| <§Q2 + Q?)}

3.9 n|Y;Y/|? 1\ ,
_§E|Q1|Q +E|:<m+ﬁ> Qi:|

3 np? 1 22 +n+1
< —E|Q,'|Q2+<L+—>.—

A

=3 n2—1)  2n) 20212
2
ngIQIQ +i+

1
o’E (eQ ~ eQ*Qf) = a,~2<E(Q —(Q—0))+ §E<Q2 —(0-0)%

+E(R(Q) — R(Q — Qi)))

PUCTONS. N 1 N nk
=Y 2(n2—1) 22 —1) (2 —1)2

2
—EIQIQ +i+ )

3 2 282 nkal-2 01.2
< SE(o71011Q )+—+ ( Tt s

3 2‘32 i2
= 5 <0 1QilQ ) + I’l_3
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Summing over all i, we have

k

k 2
Zai2E<eQ—eQ_Q">§%E QZZUI-ZIQH —I—% Za

i=1 i=1

i=

k 2
3 Sk,B
<3E (Q > otloil | + =5
i=1
k 2 1 2
3 n?|Y;Y/| 1 5kpB
< —E 2 PN I kel B T b
=3 (Q ;01 2= 1) + o + 3
3 np> g 5kp>
< ZEO? P
_ZQ(n2—1+2n +n3
3k 2nB  5kp? - 25kp?
—n?2—-1 n?2-1 nd — 2n3’
and so
7 e 25k B2
Wa(Zi, Zicyn+Y)" < ZZafE (eQ - eQ—Q") =— 5
i=1
as desired. O
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many helpful comments on the exposition. We also thank Sourav Chatterjee for helpful discussions about
related work. Finally, we thank the anonymous reviewers for many good suggestions and for pointing out
several references.

Appendix

Proof of Proposition 1.2

Proof Let £, = %, and consider the lattice L = £,Z. For any x € RY, let dy. (x)

denote the minimum Euclidean distance from x to L. Note that S,, takes values in L.
Thus, letting p denote the density of Z, we have v

Wa(S. Z) = / p(0)dy (x) d.

To estimate the right hand side, for any y € L, let Q,(y) denote the cube of side
length ¢, centered at y (which is also the set of points in RY closer to y than to any
other point in L). We find that
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1 €y t,
dp (x) dx —/ x|l dx = — / 24+ x2dx
Vol 0, (y) 24 Ji_y1qa 24 Ji_y V7 d

On(y)

£y / 1
> — —(x1+~-~~|—xd)dx=—E\/E.
20 |, 77l Jxal Sl
)
Next, let M be large enough so that,
1
p(x)dx > =
[—M,M]d 2
and let
r= inf PO (10)
x.ye[—2m2m14 P(Y)
lx—yll<v/de,

Note that since p is positive and continuous, we have lim,,_, », 1, = 1.
Assume now that z is sufficiently large so that £, < M. Combining (10) with (9),
we have foreachy e LN [-M, M]d that

px)dp(x)dx > ——— p(x) dx - / dy (x) dx
/Q,,(w - Vo lQn(y) 0u(») 0.
< rnzn\/_

p(x) dx.
2 Jo.w

Summing over all such y yields

Wa(Sn, Z) = / p(¥)dy (x) dx = / p()dy (x) d
[—2M.,2M1]¢

> f P () d
yerLn—m,myd * )

rngn\/_ rn,B\/E
Tf—M,M]d IO(X) dx = W

v

Multiplying both sides by /7 and taking limits gives the result. O

Proof of Proposition 1.4

Proof We prove the result with C = 5. Let A C R? be a given convex set. For a
parameter € to be specified later, define

Aez{xeRd|sup||x—a||§e}

acA
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A = {x eRY| inf |x—al ze}.
acRI\ A
Ball [1] showed a 4d'/* upper bound® for the Gaussian surface area of any convex
set in R?. Hence,’
P(Z € A°\ A) <4ed'*, and P(Z € A\ Ac) < 4ed'*.
We may regard T as being coupled to Z so that E||T — Z||> = Wh(T, Z)?. Then,

P(TeA) <P(T-Z||<e, TeA)+P(T-—-Z| > ¢
<P(Z € A%) + ¢ 2Wy(T, Z)*
<P(Z € A) +4ed"* + e 2W (T, 2)*

Similarly,

P(Zc A) <P(Z e A.) + 4ed'/*
<P(T-2Z| <€, ZeA)+P(T — Z|| > €) + 4ed'/*
<P(T € A) + e 2Wh(T, Z)* + 4ed'/*.

Thus,
IP(T € A) —P(Z € A)| < e Wy (T, 2)* + 4ed"/*,

and taking € = d /12 Wy(T, Z)*/ gives the result. O

Proof of Lemma 3.3

Proof Let A’ and B’ be independent copies of A and B. Then,

2
E(f(A.B)+ (A B) = f(4.B) = f(4" B)) = 0.
Expanding yields

4Ef(A, B)> +4(Ef(A, B))> =4Ef(A, B)> + 2Ef(A, B) f (A, B))
+ 2Ef(A,B)f(A', B)
>2Ef(A, B)f(A, B)+2Ef(A, B)f(A', B)
+ 2Ef (A", B)f(A,B")+2Ef (A", B)f(A', B)

6 The constant was later improved to (271)*1/ 4 ~0.64 by Nazarov [18], who also constructed an example
with surface area of order d /4.

7 This is also given as equation (1.4) in [2].
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= 2E fp(A)* + 2E f4(B)*
+ 2Ef4(B)* + 2E fp(A)?
= 4E fp(A)? + 4E fA(B)?,

as desired. O

Proof of Equation (2)

Proof We proceed by induction on the dimension d, retracing the argument of [23],
section 3. The base case d = 1 is immediate from Theorem 3.1.

Assume now that the inequality holds in d — 1 dimensions. For the inductive step,
we can follow the same argument used to prove Theorem 3.1 (see [23], section 3).
The argument proceeds by first comparing Y to another R-valued random variable
Y sharing the first d — 1 coordinates of Y, but whose last coordinate is independently
drawn from N (0, o).

Fix a (d — 1)-dimensional vector x, and let T; denote a random variable distributed
as the last coordinate of ¥ conditioned on the first d — 1 coordinates being equal to .
Let p(X) = ffooo p(x, t)dt. Then, the density of T at ¢ is given by

fED-pE 1)
fa)(®,0)-p(E)

Noting that % is the density of A (0, 04) at t, the one-dimensional case of
Theorem 3.1 implies

Wi (T3, N0, 64))% < 207

RS ) ( fG.D >p(ﬁ?,t) a. (D

—— log < —
—oo S, 1) fa &, 1)) px)

Since T; and NV (0, o4) have the same distributions as Y and Y conditioned on X,
we may integrate (11) over X to obtain

WAV PP =2 | AT N .00 fay( 005(R) d

2 o0 A f(£7t) A A
<20, /Rd_l [m f(x, 1) log (—f(d)()?, t)) p(x,t)dtdx.
f(2)

=202 . E( f(Z)log ——2-
oy (f( ) log f(d)(Z)>

=207 - (E (f(Z)log f(Z)) — E (fia)(Z) log f(d)(Z))>

Next, define Y4y and Z4) to be the projections onto the first d — 1 coordinates
of Y and Z, respectively. Note that the coupling of ¥ to Y changes only d-th coordi-
nate. Furthermore, the d-th coordinates of Y and Z are both distributed as N (0, o)
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independent of the first d — 1 coordinates. Thus, a coupling of Y(4) to Z4) induces a
coupling of Y to Z in which the last coordinate does not change. Consequently,

Wh(Y, Z)? <207 - (E (f(2)log f(2)) — E (f)(Z)log f(d)(Z))>

AWa(Yay, Z(ay)*. (12)

Now, recall that the density of ¥(4) at a point X € R-1 s fa(x,0) - p(%), and so
applying the inductive hypothesis to Wi (Y (g), Z(d))2 yields

d—1
Wo(Yay. Zay)? <2 o - E(fik)(Z@ay) 1og fik)(Z(ay) — fik—11Z@ay) 10g fix—11(Z(a)))
k=1
=2 Z o - E(fig(2)log fixy(Z) = fir—11(Z) log fix—11(Z)) -

Substituting into (12), we obtain

Wa(Y. Z)? < ZZ% (fw(Z)log fi1(Z) = fiu11(Z)log fix—11(Z)).,
k=1

completing the induction. O

Proof of Lemma 4.2
Proof Let Cy = (277)~ 2. We have

E[exp(anzu2 4 b(Z,v) )}

= —a)lxI% . +b(x,v) 7>dx
\/detEv/‘ ) = =
b 2 b? )
—(=- - L )a
«ﬁdetx\/‘ p( <2 a) * <1—2a)”271+2—4a”””2‘ *
b 2
( —( >v >dx
1—2a -1
LSRN G L=2a 2 ) d
= eX v _ . €X — X _ X
P L2=4") Vs - PUT2

b2 Cy 1 dy
nv||27)~ exp (——nynzf)i (v:=+1-2a-x)
2—4a" "*") Jderx i 20— 2a)k
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b? 5 1\ o 1,
=ex vl ) - . exp|—= o )d
p(2_4a|\ s 1) (1—2(1) Jios y p( 5 IVl 1> y
b? 5 1 k2
:eXp(2—4a”v”2*‘>'(1—2a> ’
O
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