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Grading Rubric for Assignment 2: System Overview

Critical Thinking & Analysis

1. The description of the system is insightful, and/or creative and thorough
· clearly explains what the system is and/or how to use it 

· includes deeper analysis on why it is worth knowing about or using the system

· is consistently focused on a specific audience

2. The description of the system is acceptable and reasonable; 
· explains what the system is and/or how to use it, but is not always be clear

· justifies the purpose and use of the system
· is mostly focused on a specific audience

3. The description of the system needs improvement; 
· partly explains what the system is and/or how to use it, but is missing key details

· attempts to explain why the system is notable, but argument may be flawed

· is only occasionally focused on a specific audience

4. The description of the system is inadequate or confusing; 
· does not explains what the system is and/or how to use it

· does not suggest why the system is notable

· has no focus on a specific audience

Evidence & Examples

1. The paper uses specific examples or details skillfully and effectively 
· details clarify and deepen the explanation of the system

· examples, figures, and details are smoothly integrated into the writing 
2. The paper uses examples or details appropriately 
· details generally help the explanation of the system

· examples, figures, and details are mostly integrated into the writing 
3. The paper's use of examples or details needs improvement
· details and examples do not help the explanation of the system

· examples, figures, and details are not well integrated with the writing 
4. The paper's use of examples or details is inadequate
· May not include example or details in explaining the system

· Examples or details detract from or otherwise confuse the explanation 

Organization & Structure

1. The organization is coherent, apparent, and fluid. 
· the overall structure of the paper can be clearly identified and effectively supports the explanation of the system

· is effectively organized into paragraphs and/or sections

· paragraphs and/or sections are clearly linked and guide the reader
2. The organization is appropriate
· the overall structure of the paper generally supports the explanation of the system 

· is organized into appropriate paragraphs and/or sections
· the reader is guided through the paragraphs and/or sections with few exceptions
3. The organization needs improvement 
· the overall structure of the paper is difficult to identify or does not support the explanation of the system

· paragraphs and/or sections may not be appropriate or organized

· the reader has difficulty connecting paragraphs and/or sections

4. Organization is inadequate
· paper is random or simplistic, and the organization detracts from the explanation 

· little evidence of focus or a logical progression of ideas
Language & Style

1. The writing is styled and eloquent.
· writing has an easy and suitably varied sense of flow, rhythm, and cadence
· writer uses words for their precise meanings at an appropriate level of specificity

· mechanics (spelling, punctuation, grammar, usage, and paragraphing) enhance the readability and purpose

· writing is free of errors and shows evidence of careful editing and proofreading
2. The writing is appropriately styled.
· writer uses words with appropriate meanings and specificity

· mechanics (spelling, punctuation, grammar, usage, and paragraphing) do not detract from the readability and purpose

· writing is almost free of errors and shows evidence of editing and proofreading, mechanics do not detract from readability
3. The writing needs improvement.
· writer may use words with inappropriate meanings or specificity 

· mechanics (spelling, punctuation, grammar, usage, and paragraphing) sometimes detract from the readability and purpose

· errors occur and occasionally detract from the readability, demonstrating insufficient editing and proofreading
4. The writing is inadequate.
· writing lacks sense of flow, rhythm, or cadence
· mechanics (spelling, punctuation, grammar, usage, and paragraphing) detract from or rarely contribute to reading and overall purpose
· errors occur throughout, illustrating an inability to control language or lack of editing and proofreading
