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Initiated in the late 1960s as an alternative to the traditional practice of architecture and planning, community design can be defined by a commitment to building local capacity and providing technical assistance to low- and moderate-income communities through participatory means. While community design, built on a rich history of participatory practice is growing, substantive dialogue and reflection about its contribution to community development is lacking.  This paper examines the efforts of university-based programs and presents an evaluative framework for community-based projects as a starting point.  Treating universities and communities as coequals, a framework is proposed to measure the impacts of community-based projects for each.  

